
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 21st April 2008

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair


Borough Councillors Ruth Groome, Gil Rennie and Margaret Talbot


Stuart Kilpatrick and Brian Christie


Geoffrey Durward (Parish Representative)

Also Present:
Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)


Sarah Goodman (Webmaster)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

07.STA.22
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st January 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

07.STA.23
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

07.STA.24
UPDATE ON THE LOCAL FILTER (A1)


A report was submitted which noted the current position with regard to the implementation of the new regulations on the introduction of the local assessment of complaints, and which considered ways of approaching organising the committee structure to meet the expected requirements that will be introduced.


Three options were considered for the required structure, namely:-

· To use the same members for different parts of the process

· To work jointly with another local authority or authorities

· To extend the membership of the committee by having an extra town/parish representative

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the preferred option of the Standards Committee for organising the managing the introduction of the local assessment process be Option No. 2; 


(ii)
a report be brought to the next meeting of the Committee including local recruitment rules, new regulations and a default position; and


(iii)
a further training session on the local assessment of complaints be arranged as soon as the new regulations are published and their impact analysed.

07.STA.25
WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE: REVIEW OF CONSTITUTION (A2)


A report was submitted which considered how best to review the corporate/ethical elements of the Council's Constitution.


The following documents, the dates of last review and the current position of the documents including planned dates of review were noted, namely:-

· The protocol on open government

· The whistle-blowing policy

· The rules governing gifts and hospitality

· The rules governing the relations between members and officers

· The code of conduct for members

· The code of conduct for officers

· The Planning Code of Good Practice

· The e-mail and internet policy and protocol for members

RESOLVED
that the timetable for further review of the corporate and ethical elements of the Council's Constitution be agreed.

07.STA.26
TRAINING: PRIORITIES, THE LOCAL FILTER AND THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY (A3)


A report was submitted which 


(i)
considered the feedback from a training exercise from the last Standards Committee meeting and which considered future training requirements; and


(ii)
sought confirmation of attendance at the Annual Assembly of Standards Committees in October 2008.


Members took part in a training session which considered how the local filter would work in practice.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Training sessions be arranged in the following priority order.



1. Hearings



2. New regime



3. How Local Government Works



4. Chairing meetings


(ii)
a separate session be arranged for independent members on 'How Local Government Works;


(iii)
the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Committee be invited to the Council's in-house training session for members on chairing meetings; and


(iv)
Jonathan Eatough and Brian Christie attend the Annual Assembly of Standards Committees in October 2008.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.20 pm)

Signed …………………………………….

Chair

AI
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21.4.08

