Draft

B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 18th June 2008
Present:


Chair:
Councillor David Soans
Barton Seagrave Parish Council:
Councillor Mike Barrs

Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Kevin Unger



Desborough Town Council:
Councillor David Coe

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillors Mark Dearing (also representing Desborough Town Council), June Derbyshire (also representing Desborough Town Council), Christopher Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), Ruth Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), Christopher Lamb (also representing Barton Seagrave Parish Council), Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council), Russell Roberts (also representing Barton Seagrave Parish Council), Mike Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council), and Derek Zanger (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), 

Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police
Sgt. Tony Hopkins
Kettering Borough Council
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Kettering Borough Council

Sarah Frankham (Forum Administrator)
Rural Forum
David Watson
Kettering Town Forum
Eleanor Patrick

No members of the public or the press were present.
08.A6TF.01
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

RESOLVED
that Councillor David Soans be elected as Chair of the A6 Towns Forum.
08.A6TF.02
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED
that Councillor David Coe be elected as Deputy Chair of the A6 Towns Forum.
08.A6TF.03
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jones and Durwood.

08.A6TF.04
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the 
A6 Towns Forum held on 19th March 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
08.A6TF.05
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

There were no members of the public present.

08.A6TF.06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest.
08.A6TF.07
POLICE STATISTICS


Sergeant Tony Hopkins was welcomed to the meeting and the crime statistics, detection rates and anti social behaviour for the Northern Police Area was discussed. 


Comment was made on the following issues:-

· Changes in staff at the Safer Communities Teams.

· Interaction taking place with Leicestershire Police.

· A programme of door knocking in the rural villages.

· Updated ICT arrangements – PC’s to be based in libraries and village halls, including Broughton and Geddington.
· Support from BLAST in combating criminal damage in Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer.

· An increase in number plate theft.

· The fact that “drive-off” crimes in Rothwell are skewing the figures.

· That there had only been one incident at Rowell Fair.

· The positive movement on Anti-Social Behaviour figures.

· The figures for Rude & Inconsiderate Behaviour were also down across the area.

· Members of the Forum were invited to a Community Panel meeting at 2 pm on 27th June at the Police Conference Room.
· Bicycles were already in use in Broughton and due to be brought into use in Rothwell this week.

· On-street Drinking and Rowdy Behaviour figures for Burton Latimer, and the surrounding issues.

· The CCTV cameras at Desborough Leisure Centre, which do not record properly.  

Sergeant Hopkins was thanked for his contribution and attendance, and he left the meeting at 7.25 pm.
08.A6TF.08
KETTERING BOROUGH COMMUNITY PLAN 2008-11

Iain Kirtley, the Borough Council’s Partnership Manager, was present to update members on the development of the new Community Strategy.


It was noted that the Plan was currently out to consultation and Members were invited to add comments to the “Emerging Themes” documents during a 15 minute break.
Councillor Roberts brought to the attention of Members the “Keep Healthy @ Kettering” programme, which was in a national competition to win more funding.  It was noted that, from a field of 700 schemes, Kettering was one of seven finalists, the only one in the East Midlands.  Councillor Roberts encouraged members to vote.

With regard to a question from Councillor C Groome regarding the regeneration of Burton Latimer Town Centre and the current economic conditions, Martin Hammond reported that research was being undertaken.  It was felt prudent to wait before going to market with this.  


The Chair thanked Mr Kirtley for his participation and he left the meeting at 7.55 pm.
08.A6TF.09
CRIME REDUCTION STRATEGY, 2008-09

Members of the Forum received copies of the Strategy, a “live” document which would be subject to continual consultation.  The report focuses on the causes of crime rather than the fact of crime itself.

The “Smart Water” initiative, due to be launched shortly, was discussed.  

It was noted that lessons learnt from Northampton Town Centre’s attempt to prove that they had sufficient licensed premises (a “cumulative impact assessment”) were being studied before a decision was made whether to take up the same process for Kettering. 

Obtaining funds for Neighbourhood Watch was also discussed.  
08.A6TF.10
HIGHWAYS ISSUES

An update was provided on discussions with the County Council about the Borough carrying out more work on behalf of the Highway Authority outside Kettering town. 


Communication regarding this Partnership was ongoing but progress was not expected to be quick.  It was noted that the new highways contract had started with May Gurney which now included gulley cleansing, as a direct result of pressure from this Forum amongst others.

It was also noted that dialogue must be focussed and continued in order for momentum not to be lost.
08.A6TF.11
TRANSPORT PROPOSALS / ACCESS INTO KETTERING

A verbal update was given regarding proposals to upgrade the A14 dual carriageway.  Proposals to be submitted to the Minister for Transport included in the interim (to 2018) :
· changing the A14 from two lanes to three, with speed limits attached to each lane, and
· traffic lights operational at peak times on the entry slip roads of Junctions 7, 8 and 9, and possibly 10, which the Highways Agency had successfully applied  elsewhere in the country.


It was noted that significant consultation would have to be carried out by the Highways Agency, with clear explanations of how these options would work, but concerns were raised as to the safety of either option.

A longer term solution (post 2018) still needed to be agreed by the Government. 
(Councillor Coe left the meeting at 8.25 pm.)

Difficulty in accessing Kettering town centre from the south side of town was discussed.  There was some debate as to whether the Kettering Intelligent Traffic System, which was now operational, had improved the situation although targets had only been for a c.5% improvement.

It was reported that work had been carried out on the Transport Strategy for Growth by the Borough and County Councils, with a  preferred option for traffic management in the town centre being proposed within the Area Action Plan.

A new proposal by the Government to spend c.£84m on signage along the length of the A14 was raised.  

After further discussion it was 
RESOLVED
that this Forum is unhappy about the Government’s proposals for interim measures to add capacity to the A14 through metered traffic lights on slip roads onto the A14 around Kettering, and narrow lane widening (from two lanes into three), which appears to it to be dangerous.  It is also unconvinced by the planned investment in traffic advice signage on the whole of the A14, which it feels is tinkering around the edges of a bigger problem.  This Forum therefore resolves that long term investment into the A14 around Kettering is a vital priority for the government.
08.A6TF.12
PCT PLANS, BURTON LATIMER & ROTHWELL SURGERIES

The Rothwell former surgery site was to be retained by the PCT as offices but had been mothballed for the time being, pending decisions on the PCT’s overall office requirements being settled.

It was noted that the PCT had received six expressions of interest for the Burton Latimer site.  


It was reported that as part of their investigations, the PCT will check whether a covenant exists on the Burton Latimer premises restricting its use to the health sector, although there was not thought to be such a covenant in place.  It was under-stood that the PCT wants to sell the Burton Latimer site quickly, and requests to allow it to be leased to a third party for use, for example, as a community centre have been turned down.  


“Eight to Eight”” surgeries were also discussed, and it was noted one was planned for Kettering in early 2009, based at “a current location” as yet unknown.  It was reported that the Kettering Town Forum were putting a report to Council on this.

It was

RESOLVED
that the PCT be asked to present an update of the current situation to a forthcoming meeting.

08.A6TF.13
NEWSROUND


Rothwell 
· Residents’ Disabled Parking bays had been secured on Market Square, and the parking arrangements on Bridge Street had been modified.

· A new Italian restaurant would be opening in July at the Rothwell House Hotel.

· The situation regarding street drinking is being considered.


Desborough
· Desborough Carnival would take place on Saturday 28th June.
· A Fun Day would take place on the Millennium Green on Saturday 19th July.

Burton Latimer 
· The Duck Race would take place this Sunday, with 1,500 plastic ducks in the Pocket Park.
· Community Speed Watch has started again.

· Bollards had been installed and pavements were being worked on.


Barton Seagrave
· Work starts on footpaths near the church shortly.

08.A6TF.14
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
· Health Service Update from the PCT
· Cemetery Repairs Update

· Progress on partnership working with NCC regarding highways issues
08.A6TF.15
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Difficulty contacting the Development Services department was reported, and complaints had been received.  This point was noted by the officers. 
08.A6TF.16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on 3rd September 2008 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.10 pm)

Signed ……………………......................................................




Chair
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