
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 9th July 2008
Present:
Councillor Edwards (Chair), Councillors Derbyshire, Hollobone, Perry, Talbot, West and Zanger.
08.RD. 7
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies for absence.
08.RD.8
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 28th May 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

08.RD. 9
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Talbot declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item A1 in respect of any discussion on Residents Parking as a family member was an existing permit holder.
Councillor West declared a personal interest in Item A1 in respect of any discussion relating to the Corby ‘Rail Bus’ and its route and future usage, as an employee of Kettering General Hospital, which was a stopping point on the current route.
There were no Declarations of a Party Whip.

08.RD.10
UPDATE ON CURRENT ISSUES (A1)
Members of the Committee received a report that updated them in respect of issues raised at the last meeting, namely:

· Residents Parking in Kettering

· Lorry Park

· The Corby ‘Rail Bus’ Service

In respect of Residents Parking, members were informed that around 40% of the questionnaires that had been sent out had been returned to date. It was noted that a reminder would be or had been sent to those who had not responded. It was considered vital to commence work on the analysis of survey replies at the earliest opportunity, as it was going to take some time because of the very high response rate, and as any delay would potentially put back the implementation date for the scheme. With regard to proposals for the schemes, it was noted that a Members’ Information Evening would be held in September, and that the Chair had indicated that he intended for the whole meeting of the Kettering Town Forum to be devoted to this issue on 3rd November next. It was also considered that it would be useful to invite members of the public to meetings in each of the areas of the Town that were likely to be affected by Residents Parking Schemes, as well as giving people the opportunity to attend the Town Forum meeting. It was further noted that the County Council was in the process of reviewing the charges for permits currently and that a decision was awaited as to the charging regime which could be levied in Kettering. 
Additionally, members noted that the County Council had carried out a consultation some years ago in respect of Traffic Orders in Kettering, the outcome of which had never been implemented. It was considered that existing traffic orders needed to be updated prior to residents parking schemes being implemented, and that areas not covered by residents parking schemes should still benefit from the exercise to update orders in their neighbourhoods. 
Members also discussed methods that could be used to ensure that people in the consulted areas could indicate their support or otherwise for a scheme, and the impact on the timetable for the introduction of a scheme this might have, given the statutory requirements for the Highways Authority to consult. It was noted that Ward members had an important role to play in encouraging residents to complete and return their forms.
(NB: Councillor Talbot left the room during discussion of this part of the item.)

In respect of the provision of a Lorry park adjacent to the A14, members noted that the Joint Planning Unit were undertaking a study that would contribute to the information required to enable the provision of such a facility. It was noted that there had been expressions of interest in providing such a facility, and that Development Services would be happy to have pre-application discussions, although until the studies were undertaken to establish preferable sites, any planning applications would probably be premature. Notwithstanding the above, members welcomed the proposals as it was considered vital that this facility be provided.
In respect of the Corby ‘Rail Bus’ service, members noted the current situation and welcomed the provision and the improvements to the bus service generally. It was hoped that in the future, more links would be available between services linking different parts of the Borough, although it was acknowledged that this would be influenced by Stagecoach’s operational requirements.
Having considered the above items, it was 

RESOLVED
that 


i)  
the reports be noted;
ii) members of the public be invited to meetings in each of the areas of the Town that were likely to be affected by Residents Parking Schemes; and

   iii)
the Executive be requested to make the point forcibly to the County Council that parking restrictions and associated traffic orders should be in place before Residents Parking Schemes are established. 
08.RD.11
TASK AND FINISH GROUPS (A2)


A report was submitted that set out draft terms of reference for the proposed member Task and Finish Groups that had emanated from discussions on the Committee’s Work Programme at its previous meeting. Members also received details of officer support to be provided and suggestions as to key witnesses and evidence providers, and timescales. Additionally they were asked to consider the political composition of three of the Groups, and noted the composition of the Group in respect of Community Engagement in Major Planning Applications which had been agreed at their previous meeting. Having considered the Terms of Reference for the various groups, the following points were made:
· it would be a good idea to engage with the County Council in respect of  the Transportation Group
· The potential overlap of work between the Education and Lifelong Learning Group, and the Economic and Development and Job Creation Group was noted
· Tresham Institute be added to the list of key witnesses/evidence providers to the Economic Development and Job Creation Group 
· The first objective of the Community Engagement in Major Planning Applications Group be amended to read ‘Identify current practice plus existing policy and procedures’.
· Members welcomed the link between this Committee and the Monitoring and Audit Committee in respect of the Community Engagement in Major Planning Applications Group which would be effected by the appointment of Councillor Bishop (Chair of Monitoring and Audit Committee) to the Group as Labour representative.
· The order of priority for the groups to commence their work should be as follows :-

1. Community Engagement in Major Planning Applications

2. Education and Lifelong Learning
3. Economic Development and Job Creation

4. Transportation (reducing the carbon footprint)

RESOLVED
that the Terms of Reference for the Task and Finish Group be approved subject to the points raised above being implemented and noted.
08.RD.12
WORK PROGRAMME (A3)

Members received details of the Committee’s Work Programme as at the date of the meeting.
RESOLVED
that the update report on current issues be included on all future agendas.
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 7.43pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair
iw
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