B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM

Meeting held – 17th September 2008

Present:
Core Group


Sir Peter Fry (Cranford Parish Council) - Chair


Jeff Baynham (Burton Latimer Action Group) – Deputy Chair


Kaarin Goodburn (Poplars Farm Action Group)


Councillor Max Price (Grafton Underwood Parish Council)


Councillor Reg Barby (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Councillor Ursula Jones (Warkton Parish Council)


Alan Meninick (Ise Lodge Residents' Association)


Aldred Drummond (Alledge Brook)


Alan Wordie (Buccleugh Estates) 


Associate Group


Councillor Gil Rennie (Northfield Ward)


Councillor Matt Lynch (Ise Lodge Ward)

Councillor Roy Mayhew (Grange Electoral Division)


Councillor Jonathan Bullock (Queen Eleanor and Buccleuch Ward)


Councillor Christopher Lamb (Barton Ward and Burton Electoral Division)


Councillor Robert Civil (Ise Ward and Ise Electoral Division)


KBC Officers


Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)


Theresa Nicholl (Development Manager)


Anne Ireson (Administrator)



Members of the Public


Anthony Swallow


Pru Swallow

Also Present


Victoria Bennett
Highways Agency


Lisa Maric
Highways Agency


Andreas Markides
Colin Buchanan


Andrew Hiorns
David Lock Associates


Andrew Wintersgill
David Lock Associates


Heneage Stevenson
Bee Bee



Brian Ward
The Green Patch


Nicki Glazebrook 
Groundwork North Northants


(NB: Prior to the commencement of the meeting a site visit took place.)

08.EKLF.21
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor and Councillors Christopher Groome, Ruth Groome, Russell Roberts, James Hakewill, Paul Corazzo, Terry Freer, Phillip Hollobone, Larry Henson and Derek Zanger (Kettering Borough Council), Councillors Jim Harker and Bob Seery (Northamptonshire County Council) Revd. Martin Perris (Churches Together in Kettering), Insp. Dick Aistrop (Northamptonshire Police) and Councillor Peter Chew (Weekley Parish Council).
08.EKLF.22
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 17th July 2008 be approved and signed by the Chair.

08.EKLF.23
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Guidance Note


It was suggested that a guidance note be issued to members of the Forum detailing the role and responsibilities of various agencies for various aspects of the growth agenda.

RESOLVED
that a guidance note be produced and circulated to Forum members.

08.EKLF.24
PLANNING APPLICATION – PROGRESS AND UPDATE


A verbal update on progress was given. 


It was noted that plans had been submitted approximately three months ago, and additional information had been sought from David Locke Associates.  Once this information had been received and further work had been carried out on the transport assessment, consultation could begin.  However, work was continuing on the Section 106 Agreement, and with the Police, the PCT, the County Council and the Highways Agency.


It was anticipated that the application could be considered by the Planning Committee during late 2008 or early 2009, assuming all matters were resolved.  However, much depended on transport-related work in respect of the application being completed.


It was noted that parish councils and residents would be given plenty of time to consider any new documents.  Comments were still being received on the Supplementary Design Guidance documents, and evaluation was in the process of being carried out.  Comments would continue to be included up to the point the document was adopted by Council.


Debate ensued on the adequacy of the transport network surrounding the site, and the anticipated number of homes to be completed before road improvements were put in place.  It was noted that the development could not be approved until and unless there was sufficient road infrastructure with the necessary capacity, and that this would have to be determined by the Highways Agency and the County Council.   


The Forum expressed the view that development carried out elsewhere in the vicinity of the site, eg in Barton Seagrave and Burton Latimer, should be taken into account when evaluating the number of dwellings to be completed on the site prior to existing road infrastructure improvements being implemented. The Forum was advised that the agencies would be taking a North Northamptonshire-wide view of capacity for strategic roads such as the A14. 

Some concern was expressed regarding consultation with hard-to-reach groups and those residents who did not have internet access. However, it was noted that paper-based and other consultation methods were also planned.

08.EKLF.25
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS


Victoria Bennett and Lisa Maric of the Highways Agency were welcomed to the meeting.


A14


Concern was expressed regarding comments printed in the Evening Telegraph which stated that the A14 had not been prioritised for widening and improvements. The Forum was advised that this information was inaccurate. 

It was reported  that the A14 was considered by the government to be a priority, in order to deal with the growth agenda, although the funding had not yet been set aside.  


The Forum was advised of the following measures on the A14, including proposed timescales:-


Technology Scheme (2009/10)

· Technology on the A14 to be brought up to motorway standards

· Overhead motorway signs

· Real-time information along the corridor


Ramp metering (2011)

· The easing of traffic flow from local roads onto the A14 thus increasing capacity


Junctions 7-9


Widening in the medium term, with a full-width new lane on each carriageway. The Transport Minister was to shortly consider a commitment to this work, for completion  by 2014.

During the debate, the Forum expressed concern regarding ramp metering and were of the view that this could cause problems in Barton Road and Pytchley Road.  However, it was noted that the Highways Agency would not seek to protect the capacity of the A14 to the detriment of local roads.  The Highways Agency considered the improvement in technology to be the first step in improving the A14.  The County Council were currently carrying out work to measure the impact that ramp metering proposals would have on the local network to inform the project’s planning and implementation. 

Discussion was held on whether there was any need to widen the bridges across the A14 to accommodate road widening


It was noted that a considerable amount of work was still to be carried out, including work on the model, which was a joint NCC/HA model


Junction 10A and Links to Burton Latimer and Corby


The transport consultants present at the meeting explained that modelling work had been based on a well-tested model, which was a common basis for making decisions.  There were a number of permutations for improvements around Junctions 10 and 10A.  However, one principal criteria of the Highways Agency was to have as few junctions as possible on the road, and one option that could be considered as a solution was to reduce the number of slip roads on Junctions 10 and 10A so that, in effect, it became one junction.  Another option would be to enlarge Junction 10 so that it took direct access to the development site, although this would involve major engineering works.


Members of the Forum expressed concern that, as the Corby Link Road was now likely to be put back, the case for an Eastern Bypass should be strengthened.


However, it was noted that although the Eastern Bypass was no longer being considered, a traffic corridor would provide a channel for most of the traffic generated by the development site. The design of the corridor would be such that traffic joining at Junction 10A would be directed onto the new Corby Link Road.

The view was expressed by the Forum that it was impossible to predict how much traffic would be generated by the site and numbers of vehicles using local roads, as much would depend on where people worked and what percentage of residents would be employed outside the area.  Additionally, it was felt that widening Junctions 7-9 would remove the traffic blockage from one place on the A14 and create a blockage elsewhere.


With regard to links to Burton Latimer, it was felt that unless a good link with the A6 was provided, there could be rat-running through Burton Latimer.  It was felt to be very important that traffic was directed away from Burton Latimer onto the A6.


Some debate was held on public transport issues and the issue of subsidies.  However, it was felt that these issues would be best discussed with a representative from the Northamptonshire County Council in attendance and subsequently the following transport-related items were deferred to the next meeting:-

· Weekley and Warkton Bypass

· Access to Public Transport

· Suggested Measures to Minimise Car Usage


Victoria Bennett and Lisa Maric were thanked for their attendance.

08.EKLF.26
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Press and Public


It was noted that meetings of the East Kettering Liaison Forum were held in public.  The right to speak policy of the Council applied to meetings of the Forum and the press were welcome to attend.


It was agreed that the next meeting should be publicised and the press invited to attend.


Burton Latimer Action Group


A paper had been produced by Mr Tom Kelly giving a history of the Core Spatial Strategy.  The document was available to Members of the Forum on request from Jeff Baynham.

08.EKLF.27
AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING


The following items had been deferred:-

· Weekley and Warkton Bypass

· Access to Public Transport

· Suggested Measures to Minimise Car Usage

The following additional items were suggested:-

· Sewage

· Water Supply


Members of the Forum were asked to contact the Chair with suggestions for future agenda items.

08.EKLF.28
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on Wednesday, 19th November 2008 at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering.

 (The meeting started at 7.30 pm and ended at 8.40 pm)

Signed ………………………………………………

Chair

AI

(East Kettering Liaison Forum No. 4)
17.9.08


