Date of Publication: 25th July 2008

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	23rd July 2008
	From 7.00 pm to 9.05 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards

	Councillor Mark Dearing
	Economy

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Terry Freer, Christopher Groome, Michael Tebbutt and Jonathan West 


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Mary Maliin
	Personal interest in Item 9 as a member of the Management Committee of Welfare Rights.

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Personal interest in Item 9 as a member of the Board of Groundwork Trust

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Personal interest in Item 9 as a member of the Management Committee of Accommodation Concern

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Personal interest in Item 8 as the Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 1st August 2008 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TRAFFIC ORDERS

(Referred from the Research and Development Committee)

	08.RD.12


	-
	5
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the Portfolio Holder for the Economy, write to Councillor Bob Seery and appropriate officers at Northamptonshire County Council requesting that parking restrictions and associated traffic orders be put in place before residents' parking schemes are established; and


(ii)
a copy of the letter be sent to all County Councillors representing Borough electoral divisions.

REASONS:

Introducing residents’ parking schemes is a corporate priority for the Borough Council.

Northamptonshire County Council has previously indicated that it would prioritise changes to traffic orders in the areas which were to be subject to decriminalised parking.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ISSUES REFERRED FROM STUDENT COUNCIL

	08.RD.13


	-
	6
	


None.
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME 

	08.RD.14

	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:
that the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th July 2008 to 30th November 2008 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	COMMUNITY STRATEGY 2008-2011

	08.RD.15

	A07/119
	8
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Jonathan West

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
the consultation exercise that has taken place be endorsed;


(ii)
the priorities (as outlined in the appendix to this record of decisions) be agreed subject to suitably worded additional bullet points in the objective "improve the visitor offer in Kettering Town Centre by increasing choice and creating a pleasant environment in which to relax and eat" by incorporating the aspirations of the Executive as outlined in the Executive report (agenda item 9) on the 11th June 2008.

(iii)
the final draft of the strategy be submitted to the next meeting of the LSP Executive Board.

REASONS

The Community Strategy 2008-2011 is produced in partnership with other agencies and organisations and sets out the priority themes, aims, objectives and success measures, some of which are not already in the Local Area Agreement or the Council’s Service Unit Plans.

To include comments regarding the town centre which capture the essence of comments made at a previous meeting of the Committee.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FUNDING THE THIRD SECTOR

	08.RD.16

	A08/008
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
for Service Level Agreements starting on 1st April 2009, the funding period be for four years until 31st March 2013;


(ii)
in year one the total budget for Service Level Agreement grants will be in the range £250,000 - £300,000;


(iii)
there be no uplift;


(iv)
of the annual amount, two-thirds be paid in April and the remaining third in November, subject to performance; and


(v)
the process and the scoring system be as set out in the report.

REASONS:

The process complies with the voluntary sector compact.

Commissioning from the voluntary sector using Service Level Agreements that have a Kettering Borough focus will reflect corporate priorities and strengthen the sector locally.

The Government Minister for the Third Sector has recently recommended that local government move towards longer cycles of awarding grants instead of awarding them on an annual basis.

Stability in funding helps organisations to plan their activities; and take all costs into consideration at the beginning of the process.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To apply an annual uplift to grants.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09 - UPDATE

	08.RD.17

	A07/077
	10
	


RECOMMENDED:
that:-


(i)
the increased budget for Kettering Town Centre and slippage of the Weekley Glebe Refurbishment Scheme (as detailed in the report) be approved by Council; and

RESOLVED 

that:-


(ii)
the remainder of the updated Capital Programme for 2008/09, as detailed in the report, be approved.

REASONS:

The scheme for Weekley Glebe is dependent upon contributions from the Government and other agencies.  The bid to the Government was unsuccessful and whilst other funding options are being investigated, this scheme will not now be undertaken this year.

To include £3,800,000 of Housing Growth Funding in the Kettering Town Centre budget, and £250,000 to support the Council's retail and regeneration projects.

To approve various carry forwards and amendments to the Capital Programme.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	KETTERING FUTURES – THE REGENERATION OF KETTERING TOWN CENTRE – "A VIBRANT HEART FOR KETTERING"

	08.RD.18

	A08/007
	11
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Christopher Groome



Mr Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the design of the market place be approved;


(ii)
the guiding principles for finalising the design of the proposed canopy be approved;


(iii)
consultation be commenced with residents and businesses on the content of a timeline of Kettering's history for engraving into the new paving of the market place;


(iv)
the £2.2m budget for the market place works be approved; and


(v)
the tendering of the necessary contracts be approved, to ensure that this project can be completed.

REASONS:

The Council's corporate priorities include the development of stronger town centres.  The importance of developing a strong town centre is the contribution it can make to the wider area.

The Regional Core Spatial Strategy sets out the extent of growth for Kettering Town Centre and its continued role as the principal shopping centre for North Northamptonshire.  Achieving this level of growth in a coherent way is the underpinning driver for the work underway and proposed for the future.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ACCESS BY CYCLISTS THROUGH THE PEDESTRIAN ZONE, KETTERING TOWN CENTRE

	08.RD.19

	A08/001
	12
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Christopher Groome



Mr Max Scott


RESOLVED

that it be recommended to Northamptonshire County Council:-


(i)
 that the traffic order be changed to allow cycling access outside the core pedestrian hours, with cyclists being excluded only for the core pedestrian hours (and therefore treated in the same way as blue badge holders), with clear signage being introduced at implementation; 


(ii)
should the County Council conclude that the above recommendation be approved, a review be undertaken twelve months after implementation; and


(iii)
the documents submitted to the Executive Committee by Mr John Cutler be forwarded to Northamptonshire County Council.

REASONS:

To take into account the aims of the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy to establish improved walking and cycling networks for key local connections.

The County Council's Local Transport Plan aims to promote sustainable and active travel modes for environmental and health reasons.

To take into account a recent audit report by Cycle England into proposed cycle routes in Kettering.

To support the increased use of cycles as a travel mode.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
To support unrestricted cycling access at all times in the pedestrian zone (in accordance with current traffic flows).

To continue with the current arrangements.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  - SCHEDULE 12A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

	08.RD.20

	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by of  the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	APPOINTMENT OF MAIN CONTRACTOR FOR REFURBISHMENT OF CHESHAM HOUSE, LOWER STREET, KETTERING

	08.RD.21

	A08/010
	13
	


RESOLVED:

that authority be delegated to allow the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to appoint the Main Contractor for the refurbishment of Chesham House, Lower Street, Kettering, subject to financial checks.

REASONS:

The project has a strong strategic fit at regional, sub-regional and local level.  Locally the project links with the following Kettering Economic Development Strategy priorities:-

· Ensuring the available of development opportunities – through availability of land and premises including start-up units

· Increasing productivity through Business Support and cluster development

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	RE-GEARING OF THE NEWLANDS PHASE 1 LEASE ENABLING THE PARTIAL REDEVELOPMENT OF THE GOLD STREET SHOPS

	08.RD.22

	A08/006
	14
	


RESOLVED:

that:


(i)
officers met with Protego to investigate all the potential options for securing an improved development proposal/ financial outcome and report back to the Executive with any developments and recommendations
REASONS:

The project has a strong strategic fit at regional, sub-regional and local level.  Locally the project links with the following Kettering Economic Development Strategy priorities:-

· Ensuring the available of development opportunities – through availability of land and premises including start-up units

· Increasing productivity through Business Support and cluster development

To endeavour to produce a more exciting development in design (façade fronting Gold Street) and retail terms.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
To agree to a re-gearing and extension of the head lease.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS

	08.RD.23

	A08/009
	15
	


RESOLVED:

 that approval be given to the acquisition of 12A Market Street should the necessary additional funding fort town centre public realm work become available from NEL, thereby releasing Housing Delivery Grant for this purpose. 

REASONS:

The property is an important acquisition and would facilitate the delivery of the strategic vision for the redevelopment of the town centre.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

Record of Decisions No. 1
23.7.08


