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Kettering Town Forum

1st September 2008 

Item 6

Kettering Town Centre – Vision for the Future

Comments to be fed into Consultation

	Name/Organisation
	Comment

	Ray James (Protego)
Newlands Centre Owners
	· Supports proposals. 
· Restaurant Quarter will keep people in the Town for leisure/entertainment.
· Town now needs bigger ‘High Street’ brand shops

· Committed to improvements to existing Shopping Centre

	Bill Burton

Chamber of Trade and Commerce
	· Supports plan and vision, and has great faith in it being delivered.
· Seeks Council support for the following: i) Funding for promotional activities and events; ii) a dedicated Economic Development Officer to liaise with business in the Town and iii) a review of car-parking in the town centre with a view to  reducing the charge for short-term parking in School Lane

	Paul Ansell

Civic Society
	· The development proposals need to reflect the image of Kettering as a Town and retain the traditional styles and colouring of the old Town.
· The Market Place development should be reflective of the expansion planned for the Town and be able to cope with an increased population
· The view of the Church should be retained

	Maxine Aldred

Federation of Small Businesses
	· Supports CTC comments
· More concerned with short-term and proposals for dealing with empty shops
· Seeks help for small businesses in respect of Business rates

	Kevin Marchand

Headlands Area Residents Association (HARA)
	HARA will submit a constructive written response to the proposals, but requested that the following be considered:
· The need for interactions such as traffic, buildings and parking between the proposed ‘Quarters’ to be effective and robust
· The need to generate images for the quarters

· The Headlands Area is greater than the Conservation Area boundary alone

	Councillor Bishop
	· The interests of existing traders need to be protected to ensure their businesses grow along with the vision
· The construction of the Hotel on the corner of Queen Street should be expedited

	Councillor Malin
	· Provide adequate means of transfer from one Quarter to another and consider the introduction of electronic means of transport for the elderly and the disabled within the Town and which allows access to places such as Wicksteed Park

	Councillor Marks
	· Promotional events should be funded by the Chamber of Trade

· A review of parking charges may lead to more spending and less revenue

· The plan as a whole would probably be an improvement on previous efforts because they had been so bad.

	Councillor Larry Henson
	· Concern with the impact on the green space around the railway Station
· Concern with regard to the disappearance of existing facilities adjacent to the Railway Station

	Councillor Matt Lynch
	· The proposals for the area adjacent to the Recreation Ground will destroy the green space there, 
· there aren’t enough green spaces in the urban areas

	Councillor Jones (CC)
	· Concerned re the availability of car parking bearing in mind the plans for the Wadcroft area and the Railway Station

	Councillor Corazzo
	· Notes that funding from central government has allowed these plans to move forward
· Supports the idea of a dedicated Economic Development Officer being engaged by the Borough Council

	Forum as a whole
	· Supports proposals in respect of requesting the Executive to consider the following : 
· i) funding for promotional activities; 

· ii) a dedicated Economic Development Officer to liaise                     with business in the Town 

· iii) a review of car parking in the town centre with a view to  reducing the charge for short-term parking; and

· iv) help for small businesses in respect of Business rates
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