
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 1st September 2008
Present:
Borough Councillors


Cllr Duncan Bain

Cllr David Bishop

Cllr Robert Civil

Cllr Paul Corazzo

Cllr Terry Freer


Cllr Larry Henson

Cllr Matt Lynch


Cllr Shirley Lynch


Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Paul Marks


Cllr Gil Rennie


Cllr Chris Smith-Haynes
Cllr Jonathan West

Northamptonshire County Councillors


Cllr Ursula Jones

Cllr Bill Parker



Representatives of Member Organisations 

Neil Griffin (Newlands Centre) (Deputy Chair – In the Chair)

Sergeant Paul Wade (Kettering Police)


Graham Bale (Kettering Taxi Association)


Mrs M. Bale (Kettering Taxi Association)


Maxine Aldred (Northants FSB)

Paul Lashmar (Northants FSB)


Bill Burton (Chamber of Trade)


Paul Ansell (Civic Society)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive)


Cath Harvey (Head of Development Services) 


Simon Richardson (Planning Policy Manager)


Ian White (Forum Administrator)

Lawrence John (Herald and Post)
David Jackson (Evening Telegraph)

Messrs M. Chester and D. Mitchem (Flomatic Ltd.)

Ray James (Protego - Newlands Shopping Centre)

Kevin Marchand (Headlands Area Residents Association)

Sharon Hasdell (Exhibit 267)

Bob Spicer (West-Side Community Group)

Steve Ray (West-Side Community Group)

Brian Kimpton (Counties Tenants and Residents Association)

08.KTF.14
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor, Councillor Hollobone (Chair of the Forum), Councillor Titcombe and Eleanor Patrick. 
08.KTF. 15
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 16th June 2008 be approved and signed by the Chair.

08.KTF. 17
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
08.KTF. 18 
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Mr D. Mitchem of Flomatic Ltd. on item 5

Mr R. James of  Protego (Newlands Shopping Centre) on Item 6

Mr K. Marchand of the Headlands Area Residents Association on Item 6
08.KTF.19
UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING ISSUES
Members of the Forum received a report on local crime statistics for the Kettering Town area. Sergeant Paul Wade was at the meeting and presented the report to the Forum. Members of the Forum noted the slight improvement in the overall statistics for the current year. 

Mr D. Mitchem of Flomatic Limited addressed the Forum in respect of parking issues adjacent to the business, and sought assurances that action would be taken to address these matters before a further accident occurred at the location.
Sergeant Wade assured Mr Mitchem that he would arrange for officers to attend in the case of illegal parking,  subject to notification, and would look into the issue of road markings at the location. It was also noted that enforcement of any road markings by wardens would increase with the proposed introduction of decriminalised parking in the new year.
In response to Forum members’ questions the following information was noted :
· The Crime statistics would be presented on the basis of the changed ward structures at the next meeting of the Forum 

· Statistics regarding crime affecting small businesses could be supplied separately on request

· Details of the reasons for the recent increase in crime in the St Michaels area was provided and of measures taken to address it
08.KTF.20 
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE –VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

Members of the Forum received presentations in respect of the consultation process that was underway in relation to the proposed future development of the Town and were invited to comment on these proposals.

A list of comments made is attached at Appendix A to these minutes.


During consideration of the item, it was proposed that the Council’s Executive consider the following items :-
· The provision of funding for promotional activities; 

· The appointment of a dedicated Economic Development Officer to liaise business in the Town 

· A review of car-parking in the town centre with a view to  reducing the charge for short-term parking; and

· Help for small businesses in respect of Business rates


RESOLVED 
that 

i) the Forum requests the Council’s Executive to give consideration to the following items:
· The provision of funding for promotional activities; 

· The appointment of a dedicated Economic Development Officer to liaise business in the Town 

· A review of car-parking in the town centre with a view to  reducing the charge for short-term parking; and

· Help for small businesses in respect of Business rates;
and
ii) the comments as submitted at Appendix A to these minutes be submitted as part of the consultation process.
08.KTF.21
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting which would be devoted to Residents Parking would be held on 3rd November 2008.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.30pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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