
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 28th May 2008
Present:
Councillor Perry (Deputy Chair – in the Chair), Councillors, Hollobone, Marks, Soans and Zanger.
Also Present:
Councillor Hakewill for item A1
08.RD. 1
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Edwards (Chair of the Committee) and Councillors Talbot and West. Councillors Marks and Soans were acting as the respective substitutes for Councillors Edwards and Talbot.
08.RD.2
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8th April 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

08.RD. 3
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Personal:
None
Prejudicial:
None
Declarations


of Party Whip:
None
08.RD.4
INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – WORK PROGRAMME REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT (A1)
In view of the renaming and refocusing of the Committee, a report was submitted that provided members with the following:
· an overview of the committee’s responsibilities, 

· a reminder of work recently completed,

· a summary of the current work programme, 
· suggestions for future work programme items for consideration and

· a reminder of the need to prepare an Annual Report for June Council

To assist them in their consideration of the above, members were reminded of the Committee’s Terms of Reference and the various working methods it was able to adopt to meet the requirements of those terms. The Committee was also appraised of its role in developing strategies contained in the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework and by way of the development of its own work programme. The manner in which members could have items included on agendas of the Committee was also outlined.
The Leader of the Council, Councillor James Hakewill, had been invited to the meeting to outline items that the Executive would like the Committee to consider during the forthcoming year, namely :
· Education/ Lifelong Learning including Academies and University Status

· Transport Issues – to explore ways of reduce the carbon footprint of the use of private vehicles whilst improving public transport facilities

· Economic Development  and Job creation
Councillor Hakewill spoke of the need to use expertise, not only from all 36 members of the Borough Council, but also from partners and outside agencies, to provide solutions for the issues that would face the Borough Council over the forthcoming years. He spoke of a ‘2020 Vision’ for the Borough that would provide workable and sustainable solutions to major issues likely to be encountered mainly as a result of the Governments plans for major development in the area. He considered that the three items listed above were major strands in meeting the needs of the Borough and its population as a result of the increase in population that would result from this development. He hoped that the Committee would be able to call on the expertise of partners and individuals in order to give full consideration to these matters and adopt a wide-ranging approach to these issues.
(Councillor Hakewill left the meeting at 7.22pm)

.
In considering these matters, members felt that it was important that the three issues detailed above should be added to the Committee’s work programme, but in view of the size of the task in hand, that they would require terms of reference in respect of each one to be reported to the Committee’s next meeting. 

With regard to other issues, members felt that it was important that they should receive regular updates on progress, as there were occasions on which the current status of items was not immediately apparent to members. It was felt that it would be beneficial for such items to remain on the work programme until such time as they were deemed to be completed.
Members also noted that the approach to dealing with all of these issues should involve a project planning approach that would be influenced by members with progress reported to them by way of the work programme. This would enable them to identify how to plan the scrutiny, the evidence that they would need and the witnesses that they would need to invite to their meetings. 
Members identified the following items that they would wish to be included on their work programme:
· Residents Parking Schemes including enforcement (with particular reference to the collection and use of revenue from such schemes)
· Provision of Lorry-Parking close to the A14 (possibly in partnership with other local authorities)

· A review of the way in which controversial planning applications are processed and of the manner in which meetings that consider such applications are organised, with particular reference to improving the understanding of all of these processes for members of the public ( to be addressed by a Task and Finish Group)

Having considered the above, it was 
RESOLVED
that 
i) the following items be included in the Committee’s Work 


Programme for 2008/09:
· Education/ Lifelong Learning including Academies and University Status

· Transport Issues – to explore ways of reduce the carbon footprint of the use of private vehicles whilst improving public transport facilities

· Economic Development  and Job creation
· Residents Parking Schemes (with particular reference to the collection and use of revenue from such schemes)

· Provision of Lorry-Parking close to the A14 (possibly in partnership with other local authorities)

· A review of the way in which controversial planning applications are processed and of the manner in which meetings that consider such applications are organised, with particular reference to improving the understanding of all of these processes for members of the public ( to be addressed by a Task and Finish Group)

· A scrutiny of planning policies (linking in with the three major items detailed earlier in these minutes); and
ii) A Task and Finish Group be established in respect of the review of the way in which controversial planning applications are processed and of the manner in which meetings that consider such applications are organised, with particular reference to improving the understanding of all of these processes for members of the public;
iii) The Task and Finish Group shall comprise of 4 members (2 Conservative, 1 Labour and 1 Independent) and be chaired by Councillor Hollobone; and
iv) The Terms of Reference for the Group will be drawn up by the Chair of the Group, the Chair of the Research and Development Committee in conjunction with officers where necessary;
                   (NB: Councillors Hollobone and Marks left the meeting at 7.52pm)
08.RD.5
DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGY – INTRODUCTORY REPORT (A2)

Members received a report that updated them on the current 

situation with regard to the development of the new Community 

Strategy that the Council was required to produce, and of the key emerging themes of the document. 
Members were appraised  of the following :
· The need for the document to add value through partnership working
· The programme for its production 

· Details of consultations and events

· Areas where further consultation was required, namely with ethnic minority groups and young people
Members were informed of plans to use the Student Council to increase engagement with young people by way of its links with schools, and considered other methods of engaging with other hard-to-reach groups. Members also considered that it would be useful to contact the following organisations for consultation purposes :

· Local Mums and Toddlers Groups

· Tresham institute

· KBC Customer Services Centres

· The Rural Forum and A6 Town Forum
Members were informed that, after the consultation process had been completed, the document would be considered by the Local Strategic Partnership Executive, and then would be considered by Full Council.

Whilst considering this matter, members noted the improved relationship with the County Council, and hoped that this might result in an extension of the Agency agreement for grounds maintenance to be extended to include the A6 towns.
RESOLVED
that  the comments detailed above be given consideration as part of the Community Strategy’s emerging themes.
08.RD.6
CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP PLAN 2008-11 (A3)

Members of the Committee received the Crime and Disorder Strategy for Kettering Borough for the next three years. They were appraised of the following issues relating to the Strategy :
· The principal building blocks of the strategy which had been designed with an emphasis on tackling the causes of crime rather than seeking simply to reduce it

· The improvement in reducing levels of crime locally as a result of partnership working

· The responsibility of the Crime and Disorder Partnership (CDRP) for monitoring progress against the strategy and the likelihood that annual reports would be submitted to the Council’s Monitoring and Audit Committee
· Details of consultation and the requirements for an annual public meeting of the CDRP to meet the requirement for the Strategy to be reviewed annually
· The Strategy fitted in with the  Council’s own corporate priorities

· How funding was allocated in respect of the strategy
· The Strategy would be considered by the Borough Council at its meeting in June 2008.
In their consideration of the matter, members of the Committee made the following comments on the Strategy to be fed into its review process:
· Consideration should be given to the introduction of a ‘Saturation Zone’ in respect of licensing issues in respect of Strategic Objective D1a ‘To reduce violence in Kettering associated with the night time economy’
· Copies of the Strategy should be referred to the A6Towns Forum, the Rural Forum and Town/Parish Councils within the Borough

In their consideration of this matter, members noted that the Monitoring and Audit Committee had considered the funding of the local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme as part of its review of Service Level Agreement grants, and had referred the matter to the Council’s Executive accordingly.
RESOLVED
that the comments detailed above be fed into the review process in respect of the Strategy.
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.35pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair
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