KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 7th February 2008
Present:
Councillors: Bishop, Derbyshire, J Henson, Pote and Tebbutt
Tenant Representatives

Brian Kimpton – Counties T&R (Chair)
Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Colin Medlycott – Ivy Road

Josephine Copson – Alfred Street

Mark Gudyer – Highfield Road

Moira Brown – Highfield Road

Stephen Panther Sackville Street

Barry Woodcock – Centre Parade

Brian Eldridge – William Knibb Area
Also Present
John Conway (Housing)

Linda Nash (Housing)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Sarah Gilbert (Housing)

Paul Sutton (Finance)

David Watt (Finance)

Asad Arif (Finance)

Shaun Birdsall (Community Services)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

07.TF.114
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Smith-Haynes, Brian Eldridge and Tony Palmer
07.TF.115
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None.
07.TF.116
ELIGIBLE VOTERS

Tenants Representatives eligible to vote were identified as Josephine Copson, Brian Kimpton, Ron Ainsworth, Moira Brown, Colin Medlycott, Susan Milne, Vi Dillon and Brian Eldridge.

07.TF.117
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 10th January 2008 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chair.

07.TF.118
VISITORS RIGHT TO SPEAK

No visitors attended the meeting.

07.TF.119
TRAVEL AND LEISURE PASS
It was reported that all Concessionary Bus Pass holders would automatically be eligible to receive the Leisure Pass benefits by showing their bus passes.  It was noted that as of April 2008 duel Bus Pass and Leisure Pass cards would be issued.

07.TF.120
SILVER SERVICE

It was reported that the closing date for the Scheme Manager position would be 17th February 2008, with a view to appointing in early March.
It was noted that the Head of Housing and the Supported Housing Manager had started visits to the Sheltered Housing Schemes to give a presentation on Silver Service and to listen to tenants comments.
07.TF.121
HOUSING RENT REVIEW

The Head of Housing and the Group Accountant gave a presentation to the forum setting out various facts and figures and the position for rents for the period 2008/9.

It was reported that the Housing Subsidy system was currently being reviewed and would be out for consultation in the spring.

Councillors and officers left the room while tenants discussed the three options.

After discussions tenants stated that had reservations about the money being paid to the Government and asked that the MP Phillip Hollobone raise the issue in Parliament.  It was

AGREED
(i)
that Kettering Borough Councils preferred 
option be chosen at a rise of 7.48%, and


(ii)
Tenants put together a letter to the MP 
asking him to raise the issues stated in 
Parliament

07.TF.122
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES

An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

The tenants requested that the following items be added to the list: -

· No lighting at the back of flats – 127-129 Highfield Road
· Outside light blown – Sackville Street

· Light under archway broken – Thorngate Street
07.TF.123
CONNECT – IDEAS FOR THE NEXT EDITION

The following items were suggested for inclusion in a future edition of Connect: -

· Background of rent increase
07.TF.124
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Service Plan 2008/09
· Update Housing Strategy – review progress

· Homelessness Strategy – update

· Northamptonshire County Council
· Capital Programme

07.TF.125
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tenants Conference
It was reported that the Tenants Conference was being held on 19th March 2008.  Anyone wishing to attend the conference would need to inform the Tenant Participation Officer and would also need their own transport.
07.TF.126
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Josephine Copson had won the tenants prize draw.
07.TF.127
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would take place on Thursday 13th March 2008.
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.40pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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