B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 19th March 2008 
Present:


Chair:
Councillor David Soans
Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Neil Matthew



Desborough Town Council:
Councillor Geoff Durward

Councillor David Coe


Councillor Doreen Bindley

Burton Latimer Town Council
Councillor Maureen Jerram
Barton Seagrave Parish
Councillor Michael Barrs
Council

Northants County Council 
Councillor Belinda Humfrey and Councillor Ursula Jones

Kettering Borough Council:
The Mayor (also representing Barton Seagrave Parish Council and Northants County Council),Councillors Derek Zanger (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council and Northants County Council), Mike Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council), Christopher Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), Mark Dearing (also representing Desborough Town Council), Margaret Talbot (also representing Rothwell Town Council) and Councillor Russell Roberts (also representing Barton Seagrave Parish Council)
Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police

Sgt. Tony Hopkins

Primary Care Trust


Richard Allsopp
Kettering Borough Council

Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)



Simon Richardson (Planning Policy)
Sarah Goodman (Forum Administrator)
Rural Forum



David Watson
3 members of the public and 1 member of the press were also in attendance

07.A6TF.41

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R. Groome, Unger, Derbyshire, Jones and Brown, and Lisa Bryan (Northants Fire Service) and Eleanor Patrick (Kettering Town Forum).
07.A6TF.42

MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 27th November 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
07.A6TF.43
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Dr Kelly of Burton Latimer Action Group indicated he wished to speak on item 7 on the agenda.
07.A6TF.44     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
07.A6TF.45
HEALTH SERVICE UPDATE



Richard Allsopp, Primary Care Trust, attended the Forum to provide an update on developments. Information was provided on:


· Opening of the new Rothwell Medical Centre, it was yet 
to be determined what would happen to the old medical 
centre
· Prospect House in Kettering was now open

· Work had been undertaken with some GP practices to 
improve services provided 
· New Health Centre to be opened late 2008/early 2009 
which will be open 8am until 8pm and 7 days a week
· The issue of blood samples being taken at Desborough 
surgery would soon be resolved

· £1.5 million funding for dentistry had been allocated for 
the coming financial year and a needs assessment was 
currently being undertaken

· The NHS would end this financial year with a £5 million 
surplus

· The 18 week referral target for operations would be 
achieved by 31st March 2008
· Infection control at Kettering General Hospital has 
reduced and this trend was continuing, and the ‘deep 
clean’ would be completed by May 2008


A question and answer session followed and the 
following details were noted:


· With regard to the taking of blood samples at GP surgeries it was noted that different practices had different contracts. Desborough pharmacy had been approached with regard to taking blood samples for local residents

· With regard to Burton Latimer surgery it was reported that many improvements had taken place following establishment of a Patients Forum and appointment of a new Practice Manager. The room allocated for minor operations was not currently being used and this type of facility was being developed across the area. Discussions regarding future use of the old GP surgery were ongoing
· GP’s would be opening for an additional 3 hours per week
· Funding allocated for dentistry would be used for provision of dentists and for prevention work with children
· Barton Seagrave was continuing to expand and required a GP surgery, dental practice and pharmacy
· A Primary Community Care consultation was currently being undertaken to ascertain needs

Richard Allsopp was thanked for attending the meeting and it 
was 


RESOLVED

that Richard Allsopp provide a 





position statement on the old Burton 




Latimer surgery.

(Richard Allsopp  left the meeting at 7.31pm)

 A6TF.46     
POLICE STATISTICS

Sergeant Tony Hopkins was welcomed to the meeting and the crime statistics, detection rates and anti social behaviour for the A6 Towns were discussed. 


Comment was made on the following issues:-
· Metal thefts were now slowing

· Thefts from motor vehicles were still high and included tools and Satnav systems. The Police were working with PCSOs and Neighbourhood watch Coordinators to tackle the problem

· Improvements in crime statistics had been made in Barton, Burton and Desborough

· Police were having a higher visible presence in all locations, for example surgeries, truancy patrols and Speedwatch 
· There were still ICT issues at libraries 
· Membership of Joint Action Groups was being increased and representatives from NCC were attending
· Sexual offences had increased in Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell

·  Two Police Constables would be attending the pursuit driving course
· Youths were congregating in Desborough on Friday evenings and the Police were tackling this problem. It was reported that CCTV cameras in the town were often broken and not used in preventing and detecting crime – Martin Hammond advised that all CCTV in the Borough would be repaired or replaced over the next few months

· Following recent ram raids in Desborough Sergeant Hopkins advised that bollards did act as a deterrent     
· Deception fraud in Rothwell was attributable to the A14 service station and Sergeant Hopkins now had full control of this problem
· Incidents of anti social behaviour had decreased across all areas

Sergeant Hopkins was thanked for his contribution and

attendance.

(Sergeant Hopkins left the meeting at 7.58pm)

07.A6TF.47
AREA ACTION PLANS UPDATE

Simon Richardson attended the meeting and gave an update on the Local Development Framework. Details of the Core Spatial Strategy, Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan and Burton Latimer Area Action Plan were provided. Following the recent appeal decision of the application relating to Cranford Road, Burton Latimer the main issues arising from the Public Enquiry and the overall conclusions of the Secretary of State were detailed in the report. It was noted that the appeal decision also supported central government’s requirement for land to be made available for housing.  

Dr Kelly of Burton Latimer Action Group addressed the Forum in light of the Cranford Road decision, and what this could mean for development in the town in terms of the numbers of houses to be provided and where they would be located. The issues related to the infrastructure required for additional housing was also noted.


It was reported that an application had been submitted for 5,500 houses at the Kettering East Urban Extension site, where it had been previously agreed that 4,200 houses would be built. 

A view was expressed that despite public consultation undertaken in Desborough with regard to employment land provision in the town the outcomes of this were being disregarded. Views were also expressed that there was little or no public support for employment land being sited at Braybrooke Road. It was pointed out that the consultation last year had fundamentally impacted on the progress of the Desborough AAP, and that officers and developers had spent a significant amount of time and resource on trying to address the issues raised by the consultation.


It was noted that as the options submitted for development in the town were finely balanced both prospective developers in the town had been requested to provide further information, the results of which would be presented to the Planning Policy Committee in May 2008. It was noted that consultation on the next stage of the Area Action Plan would take place in late May 2008 with all interested parties.  

It was requested that Kettering Borough Council consider challenging the appeal decision relating to Cranford Road, however, officers advised that this was not possible as there were no grounds to believe this would be successful. 

It was also noted that all statutory figures relating to housing land supply were minimum figures and could therefore increase and as the appeal decision had sent a clear message about development it would be difficult for the Council to resist all but the most extreme development applications. 
It was also noted that the north northants local planning authorities were preparing a document on deliverability of sites, and this would consider the inclusion of windfall sites.


Simon Richardson was thanked for attending the meeting.
(Simon Richardson left the meeting at 9pm)

07.A6TF.48
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COMMUNITY STRATEGY: LOCAL AREA AGREEMENTS

A report was submitted to inform members of the Forum about the emerging county wide Community Strategy and how it would be translated into a Local Area Agreement (LAA) for the period 2008-20011.


It was noted that the LAA 2 comprised of a set of targets for improving local services or local quality of life. The full list of national targets was 198 and each area was requested to identify up to 35 of these indicators on which it would concentrate. 


Comments were made on the following points:


· Rail services northbound from Kettering would be halved from December 2008
· A higher level of education was required at secondary and tertiary levels, including Gifted and Talented children
· Community participation and influence in decision making was governed by central government


It was 


AGREED

that Martin Hammond forward the 




comments of the A6 Towns Forum to the 



Executive. 
07.A6TF.49
PROGRESS ON PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH NCC REGARDING HIGHWAYS ISSUES

It was reported that with regard to parking enforcement much progress had been made and residents parking areas would be increased and additional traffic warden capacity created. With regard to street scene Councillor Seery was working on a set of proposals and it was 


AGREED

That this item be considered at the next 



meeting of the A6 Towns Forum.

07.A6TF.50
CEMETERY REPAIRS UPDATE

A report was submitted to provide members of the A6 Towns Forum with an update on planned improvements to cemeteries located in the A6 Towns Forum. 

Members requested that the following items be included in future programmes: 
a) the roadway in Rothwell cemetery had a very high camber which required some improvement

b) the roadway in Burton Latimer cemetery was in poor repair

c) Desborough front gate had been repaired rather than replaced. It was 

AGREED

(i) that the full three year programme of 



improvements be shared with the Forum 


when it was ready





(ii) that Councillor Zanger contact Guy 



Holloway with regard to the Remembrance 


Garden.
07.A6TF.51
NEWSROUND


Burton Latimer 
· Farmers market was celebrating two years in the town and had received £4,000 funding from Rockingham Forest Trust to continue and improve
· A feasibility study on sports and leisure in Burton Latimer, Barton Seagrave and surrounding villages was being undertaken

· Signs were being rationalised in the town

· Latimer School was now a trust and preference was being given to pupils from Barton Seagrave

· Town Ball to be held 29th March 2008

Desborough
· Speedwatch and Park and Stride access to schools likely to commence
· One 20 mph zone in place and a further area being consulted on
· Valerie Hitchman to attend Desborough Town Council on 20th March regarding Leisure Centre
· Mansfield Close and Burghley Close car parks to be resurfaced this year
· Play area – site to be determined
· Civic Ball on 12th April at The Ritz 

Rothwell 
· The new Health Centre had opened but was not well served by public transport
· There was new bus shelter outside the library

· Rowell Fair would be held in May and would include a civic service, blessing of the fair, proclamation on 19th May, Morris Men and children’s competition

· Trees in the town centre had been pollarded

· Five new trees had been planted in Columbus Park 
07.A6TF.52
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Cemetery Repairs Update


Progress on partnership working with NCC regarding highways issues


Transportation proposals with regard to access into Kettering from the A6 Towns ( June 2008 meeting)

07.A6TF.53
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on 18th June  2008 (to be confirmed) in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.30 pm)

Signed .......................................................

                                Chair







A6 Towns Forum No. 1
19.3.08

