
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 9th March 2004 

Present:

Councillor L. Henson (Chair),




Councillors Don, M. Evans,  C. Groome, Hollobone,




King and Wiley

Also Present:
Councillor Tebbutt




Allen Graham (Deputy Chief Executive)




Val Hitchman (Head of Community Services)




Ian White (Committee Administrator)

03.PI.28
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Ted Evans and Councillor Ruth Groome, for whom Councillor Chris Groome was acting as substitute.

03.PI.29
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 22nd January 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.


It was noted that a further report on the responses of the consultation with the Council’s geographic forums in respect of A6 Towns Customer and Information Provision/Service Delivery in Kettering would be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee.

03.PI.30
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None.

03.PI.31
NEIGHBOURHOOD ENGAGEMENT TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A1)


Members of the Committee received the final report of the Neighbourhood Engagement Task and Finish Group, which had completed its work and submitted its recommendations for the Committee to consider.


The report contained details of the following :-

· Membership and number of meetings

· Scope of the review

· Sources of evidence

· Neighbourhood engagement

· Community Engagement Vision

· Active and Inclusive Consultation

· Funding

· Supporting local groups to access funding

The Task and Finish Group had formulated four recommendations that were submitted for members of the Committee to consider. These were :-

· Golden principles for consultation

· Recommendations in respect of the Peoples Panel

· Outcomes from the Members Workshop in respect of working with communities

· Performance Indicators in respect of the issue to be considered for adoption

Members considered the report  presented to them, and discussed issues relating to consultation regarding Council strategies. It was felt that there was a need to ensure that people were consulted on strategies in a way that was understandable, and which would enable them to grasp the importance of the subject. It was hoped that the ‘Golden Principles’ for consultation submitted by the Group would enable this to happen more effectively.

It was considered that the Group’s report could lead to an improvement in attendance at more regular consultative meetings, where a wider range of issues could be discussed rather than, say, just crime statistics. It was felt that application of the ‘Golden Principles’ could enable this to happen. Additionally, it was considered that the recommendations emanating from the Member Workshop on Working with Communities could also prove beneficial in this area. It was felt that it was important that venues for consultation meetings were both appropriate and accessible.

Members noted that the Group had considered consultation on  planning issues to be outside of its remit, particularly in view of consultation on planning applications rather than development frameworks. However, the Group felt that it was appropriate for this matter to be considered by a Committee of the Council with expertise in that particular area, and consequently a recommendation to that effect was made.

Having considered the report of the Task and Finish Group, it was :


03.PI.32
WORK PROGRAMME (A2)

The following comments were made in respect of the Committee’s work programme;

Next meeting – Reports would be submitted in respect of the following:-



A6 Towns Customer and Information Provision



State of the Borough processes



People’s Panel

Recycling – It was noted that the Council’s bid for funding had been successful.

Task and Finish Groups – As the Neighbourhood Engagement Task and Finish group had completed its work, it would not require any further meetings. The establishment of a Task and Finish Group as in respect  of the equity of funding to Town and Parish Councils would be referred to the Overview Committee.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 7.42pm)

Signed__________________________________________

Chair

iw




RESOLVED		that:-





1.	The Council's consultation programme should be active and inclusive and include the golden principles as listed in Appendix 1 of the report;


2.	The effectiveness of the People's Panel be evaluated at the end of the existing contract by considering the response rate, the selection criteria for panel members, the influence on corporate priorities and service improvements, and any links to work programmes of scrutiny committees;


3.	The attached report 'Members' Workshop Outcomes' be noted and further action considered;


4.	The performance indicators listed in Appendix 4 of the report be adopted;


5.	The Policy and Improvement Committee establish a Task and Finish Group to investigate the equity of grant funding to the Town and Parish Councils in the four A6 towns; and


6.	The Policy and Improvement Committee recommends to the Council’s Planning Committee that the opportunity to enhance and clarify the consultation process with members of the public over local planning applications, be investigated. 
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