BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 28th February 2008.
Present:

	Councillor 
 C Lamb (Mayor)
	Councillor P Hollobone

	
"
J Henson (Deputy Mayor)
	
“
S Lynch

	
"
L Adams
	
"
M Malin

	
“
D Bain
	
"
P Marks

	
“
M Bayes
	
"
V Perry

	
“
D Bishop
	
“
G Rennie

	
“
J Bullock
	
"
R Roberts

	
“
R Civil
	
"
C Smith-Haynes

	
“
P Corazzo
	
"
D Soans

	
“
M Dearing
	
"
M Tebbutt

	
“
J Derbyshire
	
"
G Titcombe

	
“
S Edwards
	
“
K Watts

	
“
T Freer
	
“ 
J West

	
“
R Groome
	
"
A Wiley

	
“
J Hakewill
	
"
D Zanger

	
“
L Henson
	


Prior to the commencement of the meeting there was a presentation of Station Road Artwork to local children

The Mayor thanked the children and their families for attending the presentation

07.C.63
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Groome, C Brown, M Lynch, A Pote and M Talbot.
07.C.64
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on  12th December 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

07.C.65
MINUTES OF THE BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Budget Consultation meeting held on 24th January 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

07.C.66
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
07.C.67
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements:-

· The congratulations of the Council were extended to the Chief Executive, David Cook, on the award of an MBE for Services to Local Government.  The award was to be presented on 19th March 2008 at Buckingham Palace.
· Council was informed of the death of a former Mayor, Ken Gosland who was Mayor in 1987/1988 and Mayor’s Consort in 1992/1993.  Ken Gosland was a Borough Councillor for the Avondale Ward from 1980 to 1999.  The sympathy of the Council was extended to his daughter and grandchildren.
A minute’s silence was held in memory of Ken Gosland.
07.C.68
LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members and officers were congratulated on the following awards.
· LJC and HSJ: Highly Commended – Improving the Local Environment.  (Dave Lane and Paul Sawford received certificates on behalf of staff).

· E-Government National Award: Finalist – One Team Wide-Ranging Services.  Finalist – Successful Team Working in Delivering Customer Service Improvements.  (Rachel Myrick received a certificates on behalf of staff).
07.C.69
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 2008/09
RESOLVED
that Councillor Ruth Groome be nominated Deputy Mayor for 2008/09.
07.C.70
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2008/09 – GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT


A report was submitted which provided details of the Executive's budget proposals for the Council's General Fund, Capital Programme and the Housing Revenue Account for the financial year 2008/09.  The report also included the Council's statutory borrowing limited (referred to as Prudential Indicators), which although a technical issue, needed to be reported to Council in accordance with statutory requirements.


Appendix "B" to the report (the Council Tax draft resolution 2007/08) was circulated at the meeting.


Mr Chris Nelson, of Kettering Liberal Democrats, addressed the Council and put forward proposals for an alternative budget.  Mr Nelson made reference to the following areas of the budget:-

· Members’ Allowances

· Car Park Charges

· Town Centre Redevelopment

· Cremation Fees

· Town and Parish Council Grants

· Street Cleansing


The Leader of the Council delivered a presentation to Council which detailed how it was proposed to finance activities in accordance with the Corporate Priorities during 2008/09.
The following improvements and achievements were highlighted during the presentation:-
· Town Centre Central Government funding of £5m
· Lawrences Site, Desborough

· Burton Latimer Area Action Plan

· Rothwell Town Centre Improvements

· Working towards improving infrastructure, jobs and homes in response to the growth agenda

· Community Safety – PCSOs and CCTV

· New theatre in Kettering

· Restaurant Hygiene Scores

· Green Desk (giving advice to residents on climate change/carbon footprint)

· Extended Access (working with partners, new appointment systems and on-line self-service)

· East Kettering Liaison Forum

· Recycling improvements since 2003

· Abandoned vehicles

· Street Cleansing

· Kleensweep and ward walkabouts

· Concessionary Travel

· Healthy Living Centre

· Play Equipment

· Working with Sports Clubs

· Increase in number of affordable homes

· Green credentials in respect of development of affordable homes

· Residents’ Parking Schemes

The Leader also referred to future efficiencies in the following areas:-

· Value for money in use of resources

· Working with partners, including sharing of IT connections

· Crime prevention and fire safety

· Enhancing the efficiency of members

· Enhancing the level of support for scrutiny

· Working with communities 

The Leader of the Council referred to the record of decisions of the Executive Committee where it had been resolved to recommend to Council an increase in the Borough Council's Council Tax of 4.75% which represented an average increase of £2.83 per household per week.
The following issues were discussed during debate on the budget:-
· Improvements to the housing stock

· Concessionary fares – spending should be closely monitored
· Inflation was running at 4% or above

· Employment of consultants

· Police underfunding and crime reduction

· Verge hardening

· The medium term financial strategy

· The growth area, infrastructure and planning

· The Housing Revenue Account

· Town centre redevelopment

· Government spending allocation and formula

Mr Nelson was thanked for his attendance.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the General Fund budget for 2008/09 (as detailed in Section 1 of the Budget Book) be approved;


(ii)
the Capital Programme for 2008-2011 (as detailed in Section 2 of the Budget Book) be approved;


(iii)
the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2008/09 (as detailed in Section 3 of the Budget Book) be approved;


iv) 
that:-


(i)
it be noted the Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2008/09 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act):

(a)
30,475 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, and the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 and (No2) Regulations 2003, as its council tax base for the year.

(b)
Being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amounts of Council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate:

	Parish of
	Tax Base

	Broughton
	765

	Burton Latimer
	2,320

	Geddington
	566

	Mawsley
	803


(ii)
the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2008/09 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act)

(a)
£42,983,710
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (2) (a) to (e) of the Act. (Gross expenditure, parish expenses any contingencies, any provision for reserves.)

(b)
£30,026,480
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (3) (a) to (c) of the Act. (Gross Income, any use of reserves.)

(c)
£12,957,230
being the amount by which the aggregate at ii (a) above exceeds the aggregate at ii (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 32 (4) of the Act, as its Budget Requirement for the year. (Expenditure less income = net expenditure / budget requirement.)
(d)
£7,157,364
being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support grant and increased by the amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant to the directions under section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. (Business Rates, Government grant, any special grant, any surplus from Collection Fund.)

(e)
£190.32
being the amount at ii (c) above less the amount at ii (d) above, all divided by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year. (Net expenditure including parish precepts, less Business Rates, grants etc, divided by tax base = an average council tax which includes parishes.)
(f)
£26,700
being the aggregate amount of the special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts.)
(g)
£189.44
being the amount at ii (e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at ii (f) above by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates. (i.e. the Borough Council's precept of £5,773,184 divided by the Council’s own Council Tax at Band D.)
(h)

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at ii (g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at i (b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special item relates. (Council Tax at Band D for those parishes that have issued a precept added to this Council's council tax.)

	Part of the Council’s area
	£

	Broughton
	192.05

	Burton Latimer
	191.68

	Geddington
	193.86

	Mawsley
	210.61


	(i)
	Part of the Council's area
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish of
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	Broughton
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Borough Precept (£5,773,184)
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	
	Parish Precept (£2,000)
	1.74
	2.03
	2.32
	2.61
	3.19
	3.77
	4.35
	5.22

	
	Total Broughton
	128.03
	149.37
	170.71
	192.05
	234.73
	277.41
	320.08
	384.10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (5,773,184)
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,200)
	1.49
	1.74
	1.99
	2.24
	2.74
	3.24
	3.73
	4.48

	
	Total Burton Latimer
	127.78
	149.08
	170.38
	191.68
	234.28
	276.88
	319.46
	383.36

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Geddington
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (5,773,184)
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£2,500)
	2.95
	3.44
	3.93
	4.42
	5.40
	6.38
	7.37
	8.84

	
	Total Geddington
	129.24
	150.78
	172.32
	193.86
	236.94
	280.02
	323.10
	387.72

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (5,773,184)
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	
	  Parish Precept (£17,000)
	14.11
	16.47
	18.82
	21.17
	25.87
	30.58
	35.28
	42.34

	
	Total Mawsley
	140.40
	163.81
	187.21
	210.61
	257.41
	304.22
	351.01
	421.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (5,773,184)
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at ii (g) and ii (h) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for 2008/09 in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.
(iii)
it be noted that for the year 2008/2009 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA) have stated the following precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:
	
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	NCC (£29,135,560)
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NPA (precept £5,443,445)
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24


(iv)
that, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at ii (i) and iii above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2008/2009 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	Part of the Council's Area
	Valuation Bands

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	  NCC
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	  NPA
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24

	  Parish Precept
	1.74
	2.03
	2.32
	2.61
	3.19
	3.77
	4.35
	5.22

	Total
	884.48
	1,031.89
	1,179.30
	1,326.72
	1,621.55
	1,916.38
	2,211.20
	2,653.44

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	  NCC
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	  NPA
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24

	  Parish Precept
	1.49
	1.74
	1.99
	2.24
	2.74
	3.24
	3.73
	4.48

	Total
	884.23
	1,031.60
	1,178.97
	1,326.35
	1,621.10
	1,915.85
	2,210.58
	2,652.70

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geddington:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	  NCC
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	  NPA
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24

	  Parish Precept
	2.95
	3.44
	3.93
	4.42
	5.40
	6.38
	7.37
	8.84

	Total
	885.69
	1,033.30
	1,180.91
	1,328.53
	1,623.76
	1,918.99
	2,214.22
	2,657.06

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	  NCC
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	  NPA
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24

	  Parish Precept
	14.11
	16.47
	18.82
	21.17
	25.87
	30.58
	35.28
	42.34

	Total
	896.85
	1,046.33
	1,195.80
	1,345.28
	1,644.23
	1,943.19
	2,242.13
	2,690.56

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	126.29
	147.34
	168.39
	189.44
	231.54
	273.64
	315.73
	378.88

	  NCC
	637.37
	743.59
	849.82
	956.05
	1,168.51
	1,380.96
	1,593.42
	1,912.10

	 NPA
	119.08
	138.93
	158.77
	178.62
	218.31
	258.01
	297.70
	357.24

	Total
	882.74
	1,029.86
	1,176.98
	1,324.11
	1,618.36
	1,912.61
	2,206.85
	2,648.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(v)
the Prudential Borrowing Indicators for 2008/09 be approved;


(vi)
the Medium Term Financial Forecasts be received; and


(vii)
the report of the Council's Responsible Financial Officer be received.

(Voting: For 25; Against 1; Not Voting 5)

07.C.71
EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM

A report was submitted which sought approval for the establishment of an East Kettering Liaison Forum.

It was suggested that all wards in the Borough should be covered by either a County Councillor, Borough Councillor or Parish Councillor representative.


It was also felt that there should be a core group of members, largely representative of those bodies which did not have decision-making powers, but which have an acute interest in the impact of the development, and a wider associate group, which did have statutory and/or democratic influence on the development.

RESOLVED that the creation of the East Kettering Liaison Forum be approved on the basis of the terms of reference attached as Appendix “A”.
(Councillor West declared a personal interest in the following

item as an employee of Kettering General Hospital

and a Northamptonshire County Councillor)

07.C.72
ROCKINGHAM ROAD PLEASURE PARK


Councillor Corazoo asked Councillor Hakewill the following question:-


“Does Councillor Hakewill agree with Councillor Greg Titcombe’s recent public comment that a funfair should never be held in Rockingham Road Pleasure Park again?”


Councillor Hakewill replied as follows:-


“No, because CouncillorTitcombe did not say that.”
07.C.73
CORBY SHUTTLE BUS RAIL LINK

It was proposed by Councillor Edwards and seconded by Councillor Marks  and subsequently 

RESOLVED that this Council recognises that the Corby shuttle bus attracts travellers other than those using the current rail service from Kettering, particularly residents of Kettering and Corby visiting Kettering General Hospital. This Council requests Northamptonshire County Council as the local Transport Authority to continue the funding for the service following any future decision to run trains to Corby.

07.C.74
PARKING FACILITIES FOR LORRIES


It was proposed by Councillor Zanger and seconded by Councillor Bain, and subsequently 

RESOLVED
that this Council agrees there is a need for dedicated lorry parking facilities to serve the Borough and resolves that the issues of determining exact requirements, location and servicing, should be dealt with through the Council’s local planning process, in particular examined as a potential component of the Site Specific Local Development Document.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.20 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor
AI
(Council No. 1)

28.2.08


