BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 22nd January 2008
Present:
Councillor L. Henson (Chair), Councillors Corazzo, Edwards, Hollobone, Perry and Talbot.
Also Present:
Councillor Tebbutt


07.PI.32
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Derbyshire. .
07.PI.33
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4th December 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

07.PI.34
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None
07.PI.35
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Councillor Ursula Jones, representing Warkton Parish Council was present at the meeting and indicated that she wished to speak on item A3 on the agenda.
07.PI.36
EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM (A3) 
(Councillor Hollobone joined the meeting at 7.10pm)
A report was submitted that sought members agreement to the establishment of an East Kettering Liaison Forum. The role of the new body would be to provide a Forum in which key stakeholders could be kept informed of the progress of current and future planning applications, and to identify and resolve infrastructure demands and challenges. Members had before them a set of draft terms of reference for the Forum which they were requested to consider.
Councillor Ursula Jones addressed the Committee on behalf of Warkton Parish Council, of which she was the Chair. Councillor Jones said that her Council was supportive of the establishment of the Forum as it would be of huge benefit to assist with the understanding of what was happening and would be a useful means of consulting affected bodies and provide opportunities for addressing issues that arose. She requested that consideration be given to amending the draft terms of reference so that the phrase ‘resolve any conflicts’ was replaced by something less negative.
Members considered the terms of reference and the list of bodies to be invited to be part of the Forum. Although it was recognised that there was many organisations that would have a role to play as members, it was felt that making the Forum too large a body would be counter-productive.

Having considered the report, members 
RESOLVED

that 
i)
the establishment of an East Kettering Liaison Forum as a formal part of the Council’s Constitutional arrangements be agreed;
ii)
the Executive and the Council be requested to approve its creation; and 

iii) the following amendments be made to the Terms of Reference:-
· Representatives from the following bodies be invited to join the Forum:
i. Poplars Farm Action Group
ii. A member of Mawsley Parish Council (as a consultee for ad hoc issues)

iii. Crescents Community Centre Management Committee
iv. Burton Latimer Town Council

v. East Northants District Council

vi. A senior Borough Council member of its Planning Committee 

· In Paragraph 2 Bullet Point 3 of the Terms of Reference remove the words ‘kept informed of’ and replace them with the words ‘involved in’
· In Paragraph 2 Bullet Point 5 of the Terms of Reference remove the words ‘resolve any conflicts’ and replace them with ‘resolve any concerns’
· Ad hoc invitations should be issued to organisations and/or individuals who would add value to the consideration of specific issues

· County Councillor representatives should be able to appoint substitutes if they were unable to attend any meeting

07.PI.37
INITIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT, AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME (A1)
A report was submitted that requested members to consider the draft budget proposals of the Council’s Executive and submit any comments for consideration by that body at its meeting to be held on 13th February 2008. Members were requested to focus their consideration upon the Council’s medium term financial forecasts and submit any comments about the adequacy of the draft budget proposals for 2008/09 in this context.
The following items were seen as key budget drivers that Members might wish to discuss :-
· Government Grant Settlement

· Concessionary Fares

· Planning Delivery Grant/Planning Fees

· Search Fee Income

· Fuel and Utility Costs

· The Capital Programme (and associated levels of financing costs)

· Medium Term Business Risks

· Earmarked Reserves

When discussing the draft budget proposals, members considered the following issues, commented upon them and received responses where appropriate:
· Capital Funding in respect of the Pastures Caravan Site comprised of Government Grant which would remain available in the case of slippage caused by ongoing negotiations with the landowner
· Capital Funding for CCTV schemes that had slipped during the current year would be amalgamated with the provision for next year

· External funding sources were being sought in respect of the Capital scheme relating to the Museum/Art Gallery Renaissance
· The small capital works provision was welcomed

· The provision in respect of verge hardening was welcomed and it was hoped that the County Council would contribute funding in addition to that allocated

· The funding for the schemes relating to Rothwell Community Centre and Rothwell Cemetery were welcomed

· The provision in respect of Mawsley play area was welcomed

Having considered the report, members
RESOLVED    
 that the initial budget proposals be forwarded to the Executive for consideration at its meeting to be held on 13th February 2008, along with the comments detailed above.
07.PI.38
FINAL REPORT – RECYCLING TASK & FINISH GROUP (A2)

Members received the final report from the Recycling Task and Finish Group. Councillor Mike Tebbutt, the Chair of the Group was in attendance and presented his Group’s report to members of the Committee. The report covered the following areas :
· Domestic Recycling
· Commercial Waste

· Food waste Collections

· Bring Banks

· Engaging with Schools and Voluntary Bodies in Recycling
· Reducing Reliance on Landfill Solutions

Members of the Committee welcomed the Group’s report and thanked those members and officers who had contributed towards it. The following points were raised during discussion of the report :-
· Disappointment was expressed that some media coverage of the Report had been negative, focussing incorrectly on householders being issued with fines for non-compliance with recycling requirements, when it was made explicit in the report that this was only like to happen as a last resort and in extreme cases of non-compliance
· The impact of the collection of food waste on the overall recycling rate could be considerable and could lead to targets being exceeded

· It was noted that any food waste recycling scheme may well need to be undertaken in partnership with other local authorities for it to be viable and that a separate fleet of vehicles might be required for this service
· It was hoped that support could be gained in parliament for the suggested scheme in respect of usage of plastic carrier bags
· It was noted that the Council was statutorily unable to promote its Commercial waste recycling service but that the Commercial Waste Pilot was going well
· It was noted that the Executive had considered the issue of the introduction of a food waste collection service at its last meeting, and had agreed to continue to negotiate with partner authorities on this issue due to the large budgetary commitment that the introduction of this service would require.
· It was considered vital to explore partnership arrangements for recycling in view of the anticipated population growth in the area over the coming years and also to meet government targets

· It was noted by members that the new National Indicators due to be introduced by the Government might change the basis on which recycling performance was recorded and that this needed to be borne in mind when setting targets internally
· It was noted that the Real Nappy service was currently not operational

· It was suggested that the purchase of bio-degradable nappies should be promoted

· The issue of the collection of Tetrapacks needed to be considered urgently
· It was noted that the Council had begun to initiate a scheme with retailers in respect of plastic carrier bags although there were issues with regard to enforcing any scheme that was introduced, particularly as there might be some challenge from the retail industry in respect of it. However it was considered that further work should be undertaken on this scheme, including considering asking retailers to charge for such bags
· Members felt that consideration should be given to issues in respect of the amount of landfill that was currently undertaken and any targets set by government in the future in that respect

· Reports on progress with the implementation of the Groups recommendations should be submitted to the Committee on a 6 monthly basis.
(NB: Councillor Hollobone left the meeting at 8.10pm during the discussion in respect of this item)
RESOLVED 
that the Committee supports the report of the Recycling Task and Finish Group, and  forward it to the Council’s Executive incorporating the comments outlined above.
07.PI.39
DECRIMINALISATION (A4)


A verbal update was provided to members in respect of progress with the introduction of a decriminalised parking Scheme. It was noted that, as yet no progress had been made with the introduction of such a scheme, although high level meetings between this Council and the County Council were ongoing. However, there had been progress with the introduction of Residents Parking Schemes for areas of the town, and it was hoped that further developments could be reported in the near future.

It was noted that any Residents Parking Schemes would be subject to consultation with local residents prior to their introduction being agreed.
07.PI.40
WORK PROGRAMME (A5)

Members received a copy of the Committee’s existing work programme and noted its content. The following reports would be added to it :

· Final report of the Eco-Friendly Task and Finish Group
· Community Call for Action
RESOLVED  that 
the Work Programme be noted and the above reports added to it.


(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.52pm)

Signed____________________________

Chair
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