Date of Publication: 21st April 2008
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	16th April 2008
	From 7.00 pm to 9.15 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Cedwien Brown
	Environment

	Councillor Mark Dearing
	Economy

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Councillor C Groome, Freer, Titcombe and Watts

	Five members of the public were also present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Smith-Haynes
	Personal interest in item 8 as a resident in an area close to a proposed residents' parking scheme.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	Councillor Watts
	Personal interest in item 8 as a resident in an area in which a residents' parking scheme currently operates

	Councillor C Groome
	Personal interest in item 9 as the Council's representative on LANRAC, Travelwatch East Midlands, a school governor and executive member of the National Association of School Governing Bodies.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 28th April 2008 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	INTERIM REPORT OF THE ECO-FRIENDLY INITIATIVES TASK AND FINISH GROUP (referred from the Policy and Improvement Committee)

	07.RD.64


	-
	5
	


SPEAKER:
Councillor Titcombe, Chair of the Eco-Friendly Task and Finish Group

RESOLVED:
that:-


(i)
the interim report of the Eco-Friendly Task and Finish Group be noted and the Action Plan approved;


(ii)
the apparent contradiction between the growth agenda and reduction in carbon emissions in areas of growth, such as Kettering Borough, be investigated and a letter be sent by the Executive Committee to the government if necessary, pointing out that the required reduction in carbon emissions will be impossible to achieve if this is found to be the case; and


(iii)
the thanks of the Committee be extended to the supporting officer and the Chair and members of the Eco-Friendly Initiatives Task and Finish Group for their work.

REASONS:

The recommendations contained within the report fit within the Council's overall strategic aims to be greener and cleaner.

To reduce the Council's carbon footprint

To enable others to be environmentally friendly

To improve bio-diversity in the Borough

To develop greener infrastructure.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	RESIDENTS' PARKING SCHEMES

	07.RD.65


	A07/109
	8
	


SPEAKERS:

Mr Tony Hyde, resident of Hawthorn Road


Councillor Keli Watts



Mr Mick Scrimshaw, resident of St Peter's Avenue

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
a capital programme of £150k be established for the introduction of residents' parking during 2008/09;


(ii)
Contract Procedure Rule 8.1 in relation to low-value procurement (below £50,000) be suspended and the quote by RTA Associates for survey work  be approved;


(iii)
the approval threshold for support in any area before a zone is implemented be set at 60%;


(iv)
County Council approval for inclusion in the scheme of any exemptions or discounts for particular categories of vehicles be sought as considered appropriate, but the scheme to be implemented if such approval is not forthcoming in time.

REASONS

It is the Council's current policy to increase the coverage of residents' parking schemes to resolve the difficulties experienced by residents.

To move as quickly as possible to develop residents' parking schemes in areas where residents are supportive.

To take advantage of the opportunity for RTA Associates to carry out survey work for Kettering Borough Council at the same time as that carried out for the County Council, thus reducing the cost and securing more work for less cost.
To ensure that a higher percentage of people than 50% are in support of any scheme before implementing any new zone.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To not seek the agreement of Northamptonshire County Council on the introduction of concessions or additional charges depending on the level of vehicle emissions from cars to which permits apply.

To set the threshold of support before implementing any new zone at 50%.

To exclude any areas from the “area of search” during stage one of the survey work 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY AND THE LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT 2008-2011

	07.RD.66


	A07/105
	9
	


SPEAKER

Councillor Christopher Groome

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
comments as contained in the Appendix "A" to this record of decisions be transmitted to Northamptonshire County Council incorporating the further comments proposed by the speaker;


(ii)
officers be authorised to agree the fine detail of the LAA2 as it affects this authority, and the Chair of the Committee sign the final LAA on behalf of the Borough Council; and


(iii)
a further report be brought to the next meeting of the Executive Committee on 21st May 2008 to enable further consideration of the amended draft document before it is considered by the Public Service Board.

REASONS:

To take into account the recommendations and proposed amendments recommended by the speaker and members of the Committee

To strive to ensure that the final document, as it relates to Kettering Borough, is more visionary, less Northampton-centred and stronger on education and rail transport.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SERVICE PLANS

	07.RD.67


	A07/110
	10
	


RESOLVED:
that:-


(i)
the service plans be agreed, it being recognised that these will be amended as further information about the new National Indicators and Local Area Agreement targets are made available; and


(ii)
the changes made to the national performance framework and its impact on the Council's corporate planning arrangements be noted.

REASONS:

Service plans reflect many policy decisions made by the council in terms of both its priorities and where it is focusing its resources.

It will take time for Councils to adapt their performance management arrangements to cater for the new National Indicators.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	UPDATING THE CONSTITUTION

	07.RD.68


	A06/011
	11
	


RESOLVED:
that the proposed changes as detailed in Appendix 'B' to this record of decisions be referred to Council for consideration.

REASONS:

The Constitution is central to the transparent operation of decision-making within Kettering and its continued updating is important to retain its relevance and usefulness both within the Council and for people wanting to become involved in what the Council is doing or proposing to do.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  - SCHEDULE 12A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED) 

	07.RD.69


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the further consideration of the above item on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Section 101 I and paragraphs 1, 2 and 4 of  the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	UPDATING THE CONSTITUTION

	07.RD.70


	A07/011
	11
	


RESOLVED:
that:-


(i)
in consideration of the wider redeployment of resources in respect of efficiencies referred to by the Leader of the Council in his budget speech, recommendations be made to the Council in respect of enhancing the efficiency of members and the level of support for scrutiny.
REASONS:


To reflect efficiencies referred to by the Leader of the Council in his budget speech.

To ensure the optimum level of support to Councillors to enable them to fulfil their roles effectively and efficiently. 
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.
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