Date of Publication: 14th March 2008

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	12th March 2008
	From 7.00 pm to 7.47 pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Cedwien Brown
	Environment

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Partnerships, Performance and Resources

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Mark Dearing
	Economy


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Bishop, Corazzo, Tebbutt and Watts

	One member of the public were also present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Personal prejudicial interest in Item 12 (Leisure Pass: Armed Forces)


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 25th March unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Chair made two announcements as follows

· Mr Doug Wilkinson, who would be joining the Council shortly as the new Head of Environmental Care, was welcomed to the meeting.

· Thanks to staff were extended from the Committee in respect of the recent award of the Chartermark of Excellence for Customer Services. Kettering Borough Council was the first local authority in the country to be awarded the Chartermark

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	07.RD.55


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED

that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 17th March to 31st July 2008 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASSET MANAGEMENT – GARAGE SITES AND LAND 



	07.RD.56


	A07/096
	8
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
approval be given for disposal of the five sites as follows:-



Whiteford Drive Allotments, Hawson Close and Fishton Close Garages



The sites be disposed of to a Housing Association at nil cost for the development of affordable housing; the sites to be taken forward for development together in order to achieve economies of scale and to make a bid for funding to the Housing Corporation more attractive.



Furnace Lane, Kettering


The site be disposed of to a Housing Association at nil cost for the development of affordable housing.



Scott Road Garage Site



The site be disposed of on the open market either as part of the wider Silveracre plans or as a standalone piece of development land for a scheme which would have to preserve access to Silveracre, to full adoptable highways standards.



If the latter, it is suggested that the Council seeks outline planning permission for a development prior to selling.


(ii)
officers be authorised to progress the proposals as detailed in (i) above.

REASONS:

The Government is committed to using public sector land holdings in support of the Sustainable Communities agenda.

The garage sites, in their current condition, have a requirement for investment, which is uneconomical in relation to likely rental income. The unused part of the allotments have stood empty for years and have become overgrown and unsightly. 

The Local Plan identified the Furnace Lane land for affordable housing. The proposal for the site includes eight units for outright sale, which will help to achieve a more sustainable tenure balance. It will also help to cross subsidise the build costs, thereby reducing the amount of public subsidy required. 

Affordable housing proposals for the sites will have significant benefits for the Council and the communities in which they are situated:

· They offer the opportunity to develop exemplar sustainable projects, which show how brownfield and under-utilised sites could be transformed to provide a high quality townscape and meet community objectives

· They would provide new affordable homes to which the Council would have 100% nomination rights

· They would expand opportunities for first time buyers in areas of high demand

· They would achieve excellent levels of energy efficiency thereby tackling fuel poverty and social exclusion

· Disposal of the sites provide value for money for the Council and minimise the call on the Council Tax payer to fund repairs on existing garages

In terms of Scott Road, policy K12 of the Local Plan allocates land to the north of Montagu School for long term housing use. Future use of Scott Road would need to be sympathetic to any development on this land.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	AFFORDABLE HOMES

	07.RD.57


	A07/106
	9
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor David Bishop

RESOLVED:

that the Committee endorse the increase in affordable housing provision to 30% on larger residential developments and the reduction of the trigger point from 20 to 15 dwellings in settlements with a population of 3,000 or more, and from 10 to 3 dwellings in the villages.  This is in accordance with the recommendations made in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment for Northamptonshire.

REASONS:

The Strategic Housing Market Assessment recommends that the proportion of affordable housing provided on larger residential sites be increased to 30% in Kettering Borough, and the thresholds at which this should be provided be reduced from 20 to 15 dwellings in settlements with a population of 3,000 or more, and from 10 to 3 dwellings in the villages. 

The thirty percent affordable housing requirement has been incorporated within the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy, which it is due to be adopted in May/June 2008.   

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2008/2009

	07.RD.58


	A07/076
	10
	


RESOLVED:
that:-


(i)
the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A to the report be approved; and


(ii)
the Annual Treasury and Investment Strategy as detailed in Appendix B to the report be approved.

REASONS:

To comply with the CIPFA 2001 Code of Practice on Treasury Management in Local authorities which requires approval of the Annual Treasury Management Strategy in advance of the financial year.

To approve prudential indicators as defined in the Prudential Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None

(Councillor Smith-Haynes joined the meeting at 7.25 pm)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	WASTE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP AND STRATEGY FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

	07.RD.59


	A07/017
	11
	


RESOLVED:
that:-


(i)
Northamptonshire's Waste Management Strategy be adopted;


(ii)
the Memorandum of Understanding for the Waste Management Partnership be approved in principle, delegating authority for signing the document to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services subject to clarification of the wording in section1.2 (a), schedule 2 of the Memorandum - Page 67 of the Committee papers; and


(iii)
the Executive signal support for the submission of an outline business case for the potential joint residual waste treatment project, with the proviso that a further decision is made when further details and outcome of the Defra bid is known.
REASONS:

The adoption of the Join Municipal Waste Management Strategy is in line with the Council’s corporate priorities. In addition, Strategy and actions outlined within it have received the support of the Policy and Improvement Committee’s Task and Finish Group.

One option for achieving the recycling targets set out in the Waste Management Strategy is the provision of a kitchen waste recycling service. All of the members of the Northamptonshire Waste Partnership have already agreed in principal to collect kitchen waste subject to agreement being reached on funding and the nature of any contract (i.e. letting a contract to cross traditional Local Authority boundaries, methods of collection and consideration of the provision of kitchen bin liners). 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

(Councillor Bullock declared a personal interest in the following item.  However, when it became apparent that this could also be construed as a prejudicial interest, he left the meeting room and took no part in the discussion or voting)

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LEISURE PASS: ARMED SERVICES

	07.RD.60


	A07/107
	12
	


RESOLVED:
that the eligibility categories for leisure pass be widened to include the armed forces on active service and their immediate families.

REASONS:

The Council seeks to recognise the unique value and sacrifice that members of the regular armed services and their families make.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	RESIDENTS' PARKING SCHEMES

	07.RD.61


	A07/108
	13
	


RESOLVED:
that continued work on preparing for new residents' parking schemes in the Borough be endorsed.

REASONS:

It is the Council's current policy to increase the coverage of residents' parking schemes to resolve the difficulties experienced by residents.

(NB: Members expressed their appreciation for the assistance of 

Councillor Bob Seery of Northamptonshire County Council in respect of his work in association with residents' parking schemes.)

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2006 IN RESPECT OF SCHEDULE 12A TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

	07.RD.62


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 in respect of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	73-75 HIGH STREET, KETTERING

	07.RD.63


	A07/013
	14
	


RESOLVED:
that approval be given to the acquisition of 73-75 High Street on the terms and conditions outlined in the report.

REASONS:


The property has been designated an essential acquisition within the strategic vision of the redevelopment of the town centre.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.
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