B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 28th November  2007
Present:


Chair:
Councillor David Soans
Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Neil Matthew



Desborough Town Council:
Councillor Geoff Durward

Councillor David Coe


Councillor Doreen Bindley

Burton Latimer Town Council
Councillor Maureen Jerram

Kettering Borough Council:
The Mayor (also representing Barton Seagrave Parish Council),Councillors Derek Zanger (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council), Paul Marks, Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council), Mike Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council), Ruth Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council)  and Mark Dearing (also representing Desborough Town Council).
Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police
Sgt. Tony Hopkins
Northamptonshire County 
Councillor Bob Seery
Council


Kettering Borough Council

Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Kettering Borough Council

Ian White (Forum Administrator)
Rural Forum



David Watson
Kettering Town Forum

Eleanor Patrick
07.A6TF.29

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C. Groome, Talbot, Unger, Derbyshire and Brown, and Neil King (Northants Fire Service).

Councillor Paul Marks was acting as a substitute for Councillor Talbot.


It was reported that Councillor June Derbyshire’s husband had passed away on the day prior to the meeting, and it was agreed that a letter of condolence should be sent to her.

07.A6TF.30
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 5th September 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
07.A6TF.31     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
07.A6TF.32
PARKING ENFORCEMENT UPDATE



Members of the Forum received a report that informed them of current arrangements and plans for parking enforcement within the Borough.


Councillor Bob Seery who was the County Council’s Portfolio Holder with responsibility for highway issues, was present at the meeting, and outlined the County Councils position on this matter, and the difficulties that it was faced with, particularly in respect of residents’ parking schemes and charging for differing types of vehicles. The County Council hoped to set up a basic scheme by the end of January 2008, which could be modified as it proceeds. It was acknowledged that there was a need for the Borough Council and the County Council to find a way forward that could be agreed in principle, although it was noted that differing types of schemes would be needed for differing types of areas. It was also considered that the intended  charging structure being worked up by the County Council would prove  too complicated.
07.A6TF.33     HIGHWAY ISSUES
Councillor Bob Seery the County Council’s Portfolio Holder with responsibility for highway maintenance issues, was present to discuss issues of concern with members of the Forum.
The items that were causing particular concern were as follows 

· Road repairs and maintenance

· Highway tree maintenance and bushes

· Grass cutting outside the core urban area of Kettering

· Gulley cleansing and weed removal

· Pavement repairs and maintenance

· Signage repair and visibility issues

 It was also considered that pre-emptive and co-emptive management would eliminate many of the problems.
Councillor Seery outlined the current situation that the County Council found itself in with highway maintenance, particularly in terms of budgetary constraints. These were currently being addressed with a view to establishing new ways of obtaining additional funding to address these matters. Existing issues were currently being addressed by way of a prioritisation scheme, and by the re-drafting of the maintenance contract that was due to be awarded in the near future. He also reported on current action on each of the areas of concern listed above.
Members of the Forum addressed questions to Councillor Seery in relation to the issues listed, and in particular the following points were raised:
· The new maintenance contract to include gulley cleansing
· The effectiveness of the ‘Street Doctor’ service

· Illegal parking of Travellers’ caravans in Desborough

· The current rate of fatalities due to road traffic accidents

· The Local Transport Plan, what it contained, and its effectiveness

· The introduction of joint working between the Borough Council and the County Council to provide savings and to clarify areas of responsibility for Council Tax payers
· The danger of seeking to obtain highway funding through borrowing and Public Finance Initiatives balanced against the need to provide new funding streams

· The need for Councils to encourage residents to look after their own property by setting an example in the provision of street scene services

· The use of surface dressing and pothole filling for repairs to roads

· The use of revenue obtained from safety cameras for work relating to safety issues only

· Encouraging modal shift 

· Improvement in surveying of flooded road drains

Councillor Seery informed the meeting that the County Council were seeking to maximise flexibility for the provision of the service in the new highways contract, and would be including a provision in it for an annual review to meet changes in circumstances.

It was agreed that there was scope for the Borough Council and the County Council to work together to address these issues to the benefit of the Council Tax payer, and that meetings would be held to progress this issue.

The Chair thanked Councillor Seery for attending the meeting.
07.A6TF.34
POLICE STATISTICS

Sergeant Tony Hopkins was welcomed to the meeting and the crime statistics, detection rates and anti social behaviour for the Northern Police Area were discussed. 

Comment was made on the following issues:-

· The success of the Safer Communities Teams in the area of crime and anti-social behaviour reduction

· The funding available for initiatives in more deprived areas not being available within in the Borough

· The use of pre-payment cards for petrol

· The way in which domestic crime was dealt with

· The low clear-up rate of deception crime being due to the nature of the investigative work needed to deal witth them

· The presentation of the statistics was very clear and easy to understand

· The need for more detailed information relating to the areas in towns where Anti-Social Behaviour crime occurs

· Kleen Sweep would go ahead in the A6 Towns

· ‘Phishing’ crimes and how to report them

Sergeant Hopkins was thanked for his contribution and

attendance.

07.A6TF.35
JOINT MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Members of the Forum received a report that highlighted the deadline of 10th December 2007 for submitting consultation responses on the Draft Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Northamptonshire. Details of the content of the Strategy, how it had been compiled and by whom, and how to respond to it, were provided.
07.A6TF.36
POST OFFICE CLOSURES 

A report was submitted which provided members of the Forum with an update on the recent proposals to close certain post offices. Members noted the potential ‘knock-on’ effect on Barton Seagrave Post Office due to the closure of Hawthorn Road Post Office in Kettering. It was also noted that the figures relating to access for Kettering Town did not appear to fall within the Post Office Ltd’s. criteria in some places. 
07.A6TF.37
BUDGET PROCESS 2008/09 

Members received notification with regard to the timetable for this year’s budgetary process for the Borough Council. It was noted that the Council Tax Consultation meeting would be held at the Municipal Offices on 24th January 2008. Members of the Forum were encouraged to attend on behalf of their Councils.
07.A6TF.38
NEWSROUND


Burton Latimer 
· The Christmas Lights would be switched on Friday 30th November 2007

· The last Farmers’ Market of the year would take place on Saturday 1st December

· The Cemetery Gates were now locked at nights
Desborough
· Some of the work on the Dunkirk Avenue Recreation Ground had been completed, but not all.

Rothwell 
· The Rothwell Gala would take place on 7th December next starting at 6pm
07.A6TF.39
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

Health Service Update


Cemetery Repairs Update


Progress on partnership working with NCC regarding highways issues


Transportation proposals with regard to access into Kettering from the A6 Towns ( June 2008 meeting)

07.A6TF.40
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on 19th March 2008 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.00 pm)

Signed .......................................................

                                Chair







A6 Towns Forum No. 6
28.11.07


