BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 8th October 2007  


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillors R Groome and Rennie     




Phil Carter, Brian Christie, Stuart Kilpatrick, Lloyd Landry 


(Independent Members)



Geoffrey Durward (Parish Representative)



Heather Shuttleworth (Parish Representative)

Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

07.STA.9

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Councillor 



Talbot. 
07.STA.10

MINUTES






(Geoffrey Durward declared a prejudicial interest in the following item, as he had been advising the Councillor involved, and left the meeting during its discussion)
07.STA.11

MATTERS OF URGENCY




The Chair accepted an item of urgent business which 



requested members to consider the extent of the 



delegation that had been given to the Standards Sub 



Committee.




Details of the relevant parts of the Constitution were 



provided to the Committee. It was 


07.STA.12

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.
07.STA.13

DISPENSATION – WEEKLEY PARISH COUNCIL AND 


WARKTON PARISH COUNCIL(A1)





A report was submitted requesting members to consider 


whether or not to grant dispensations to members of 



Weekley Parish Council and Warkton Parish Council in 


accordance with the provisions of ‘The Relevant 



Authorities (Standards Committee) (Dispensations) 



Regulations 2002’ to enable them to take part in 



discussions about matters that they would be otherwise 


precluded from being involved in because of their 



prejudicial interests.  



It was noted that Weekley Parish Council had regularly 


requested, and been granted, a dispensation by the 



Standards Committee. The current request related to 



three members of the Parish Council who were either 



tenants or employees of Boughton Estates.  The request 


from Warkton Parish Council related to three parish 



councillors who were tenants of Boughton Estates.    



The Committee discussed the requests and it was 


07.SC.14

PROBITY IN PLANNING  (A2) 



A report was submitted requesting members to consider 


proposed updates to the Members’ Planning Code of 



Good Practice and an amended information leaflet for 


use by members of the public.



It was noted that the changes to the Planning Code of  


Good Practice were required as a result of changes to the 


Members Code of Conduct that was adopted on 10th May 


2007 and to clarify areas, in the light of experience, that 


had caused confusion



It was also noted that a document detailing the role of 



members in the planning process would be produced in a 


leaflet for members. It was   
 


07.SC.15

TRAINING (A3)




A report was submitted advising that East Northants 



Borough Council was holding a day training session on 


8th November 2007 on the new local filtering 




arrangements. It was noted that Northants County 



Council were running a similar half day training session 


on 19th November 2007. Members of the Standards 



Committee were welcome to attend either event. 




It was also noted that the sixth annual assembly of 



Standards Committees was taking place on the 15th - 16th 


October 2007 and Jonathan Eatough and Stuart 



Kilpatrick would be attending. It was noted that a report 


on the assembly would be presented to the next meeting 


of the Standards Committee. 




The Committee then watched a DVD ‘The Code 



Uncovered’ from the Standards Board for England. 



Discussion ensued on the new rules of the Code of 



Conduct.






It was   

(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.19pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

Appendix

STANDARDS SUB-COMMITTEE – 10TH OCTOBER 2007
Findings of Fact

We accept the agreed amendments 2.1 – 2.3 in the ESO’s report as identified by Councillor Humfrey and accepted by the ESO.

1.
This matter does relate to meeting of 16th November 2006 but it is relevant to consider issues that led to that meeting.

2.
We hear and appreciate Councillor Humfrey’s passion and work for the community in Desborough.

3.
We find that Councillor Humfrey lives very close to the Lawrence factory site and has views into the site.

4.
We find that Councillor Humfrey did object to the 21 Harborough Road application as an affected neighbour in March 2005.

5.
The objections of Councillor Humfrey as an affected neighbour and the objections of Desborough Civic Society, as shown in the minutes of the Planning Sub Committee of 26th April 2005 are almost identical (pages 29 & 30 Simon Kingston report).  We note these relate to 21/21A Harborough Road.

6.
Councillor Humfrey has already declared a personal interest on 15th October 2003 at Kettering Borough Council Executive and on 22nd September 2004 a prejudicial interest at Kettering Borough Council Executive and these are both in respect of the Lawrence site.

7.
Councillor Humfrey did remain in the room when the Lawrence factory site was discussed on 16th November 2006 notwithstanding the fact that she had previously declared a prejudicial interest at Kettering Borough Council Executive on 22nd September 2004 on the same site.

8.
Councillor Dearing indicates that Councillor Humfrey withdrew on 16th November 2006.  The minutes do not show this and Councillor Humfrey herself said she remained in the meeting.  We find that Councillor Humfrey did remain in the meeting.

9.
Based on the minutes of the meeting of Desborough Town Council on 16th November 2006 and the evidence of officers interviewed at the meeting, we find that Councillor Humfrey did not declare an interest on 16th November 2006 in relation to Lawrence factory site despite being advised frequently in the past by the Monitoring Officer at Kettering Borough Council so to do.

Findings of Breach

1.
We do not believe that Councillor Humfrey understands the distinction between personal and prejudicial interests and how to apply this, despite advice from Kettering Borough Council’s Monitoring Officer on frequent occasions and offer of meetings.

2.
We find there to have been a failure on Councillor Humfrey to regard herself as having a personal interest on 16th November 2006 contrary to paragraph 7.

3.
We find there to have been a failure to declare a personal interest on 16th November 2006 contrary to paragraph 8.

4.
No evidence has been presented to the sub-committee of any dispensation being granted to Councillor Humfrey.

5.
We find that Councillor Humfrey’s interest is not only personal but prejudicial (a point acknowledged by Councillor Humfrey on 22nd September 2004) and therefore there is a failure by Councillor Humfrey to regard herself as having a prejudicial interest on 16th November 2006.

6.
We find a failure to declare a prejudicial interest on 16th November 2006 in relation to the Lawrence factory site and failure to withdraw from that meeting.

7.
We find that Councillor Humfrey failed to register an interest in respect of property she owned in Desborough, namely 25 Harborough Road on 10th May 2003 and therefore breaches paragraph 12(f).

Statement

The Standards Sub-Committee suspends Councillor Humfrey for three months from today.  This will end following two actions.

(1)
Conciliation with Kettering Borough Council’s Monitoring Officer involving an independent person – to be identified.

(2)
Further one to one training following conciliation to be carried out by Kettering Borough Council’s Monitoring Officer with Councillor Humfrey and to include the Clerk of Deborough Town Council.

Further Recommendation

(1)
That Councillor Humfrey exercise caution in relation to any statements regarding the Lawrence factory site.

(2)
Desborough Town Council must review their procedures in relation to minute taking.

(3)
In relation to breach of paragraph 12(f) we consider this a simple oversight and take no further action.

Signed:  .........................................................

Date:  ............................................................. 

RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July  2007 be approved and signed by the Chair.





RESOLVED





(i) that members confirmed their understanding of the delegation from the Standards Committee to the Standards Sub Committee, specifically that it included the power to hear any cases as defined in article 8.03 (and any subsequent provisions in an amended Constitution) and if relevant to impose the necessary sanction in respect of all cases referred to it�(ii) that in due course the Standards Committee Hearing Rules be rewritten to remove any possible ambiguity.





RESOLVED�


(i) that the draft Planning Code of Good Practice include reference to the role of substitutes �(ii) that members of the Standards Committee forward any comments in respect of the leaflet to Jonathan Eatough, by 30th November 2007�(iii) that once completed the leaflet be displayed on the  Kettering Borough Council website 


�








RESOLVED�(i)  that the DVD be made available through the Members Intranet �(ii)  that the training sessions also be made available to Borough Councillors, should there be sufficient spaces available


(iii) that the Standards Committee provide an evening training session for Borough Councillors, and Parish Councillors if there was sufficient interest.  





RESOLVED





(i) that dispensation in respect of any business concerning Boughton Estates be granted to Ursula Jones, Mike McCormick and Jim O’Connor of Warkton Parish Council until the next Parish Council Elections in 2007 or until the composition of the Parish Council changed for any reason�(ii) that dispensation in respect of any business concerning Boughton Estates be granted to Peter Chew, Dorothy Vickers and Christopher Sparrow of Weekley Parish Council until the next Parish Council Elections in 2007 or until the composition of the Parish Council changed for any reason�











Standards Committee No.1
8.10.07

