
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 3rd September 2007

Present:
Borough Councillors


Cllr Philip Hollobone (Chair)


Cllr Linda Adams


Cllr Duncan Bain


Cllr David Bishop


Cllr Robert Civil (also NCC)


Cllr Paul Corazzo


Cllr June Derbyshire


Cllr Terry Freer


Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Paul Marks


Cllr Gil Rennie


Cllr Chris Smith-Haynes


Cllr Greg Titcombe


Northamptonshire County Councillors


Councillor Ursula Jones



Other Representatives


Bill Burton (Town Centre Retailer)


Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch)


Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)


Monica Ozdemir (Kettering Civic Society)


Neil Griffin (Newlands Centre) (Deputy Chair)


Inspector Dick Aistrop (Kettering Police)


Halina Tubbs (Rural Forum)


Revd. Dominic Barrington


Graham Bale (Kettering Taxi Association)


2 representatives from Bee Bee Developments

`
Roger Coe (Fuller Church)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive)


Cath Harvey (Head of Development Services)


Ian White (Forum Administrator)


Jethro Punter (NCC Highways)


R. Jones (NCC – Highways)


2 members of the press
07.KTC.12
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Maurice Bayes, Matt Lynch, Shirley Lynch, Larry Henson, Jenny Henson, Keli Watts and Scott Edwards (Kettering Borough Council), Councillor Bill Parker (Northamptonshire County Council) Eleanor Patrick (Kettering Churches Together(and Neal King (Northants Fire Service).

07.KTF.13
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 4th June 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair.

07.KTF.14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None

07.KTF.15
UPDATE ON LOCAL POLICING ISSUES
A report from Northamptonshire Police that informed 

members of the Forum of crime statistics for the town of

Kettering in 2006/07 and 2007/08. 

Inspector Dick Aistrop was present at the meeting to present

the report and answer Forum members’ questions. 

Members noted that that the statistics did not always

accurately reflect the delicate balance between maintaining 

detection rates and reducing crime. It was also noted that often 

resources were directed to dealing with more serious offences.

However, it was acknowledged that there was always room for 

improvement as far as detection rates were concerned.

Members of the Forum noted that the Town centre had 

received more attention, particularly at weekends in the 

evening, which had lead to a feeling that it was safer to visit.

The impact of CCTV provided by stores within the town had 

also been positive with regard to detection of crime committed 

inside them.

Details of which crimes were most prevalent and where they 

occurred within the town were submitted, It was noted that 

often statistics were affected when certain types of crime in 

certain areas were targeted by the Police.

Members of the Forum felt that the increased presence of 

Police on the streets of the town had a re-assuring effect for 

members of the public.

The Chair thanked Inspector Aistrop for his input to the 

meeting.

07.KTF.16
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION AND GROWTH AREA PRESSURES


A report was submitted which updated the Forum on Kettering Town Centre Regeneration initiatives and policy development in the light of growth area pressures. Members of the Forum received updates on the following items :-

· GAF Funding

· Public Realm improvements to the Market Place

· Kettering Town Centre Design Guide

· NEL Funding

· Town centre South development brief

· Work with the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE)

· Western Quarter masterplan

· Consultation on the Local Development Framework


The following was noted as a result of the discussions of members of the Forum in respect of this issue :-

· The amount of NEL funding was £100,000;

· The offer of the Civic Society with regard to liaison in respect of the identification of materials to be included in the Town Centre Design Guide, was noted

· The public input in respect of previous consultations would be used to inform plans for public realm improvements

· the 3d model of the town centre is an output from the study and will be used for consultation on future development proposals

· It was important that a sense of momentum in respect of town centre improvements was maintained in view of the public perception created by the number of empty shops currently

RESOLVED

the update and the outcome of the discussions be noted.

07.KTF.17
HIGHWAY ISSUES AFFECTING KETTERING


A report was submitted that updated members of the Forum on recent developments in respect of highway matters, in particular plans to improve the A14 and the progress of the County Council’s Transport Strategy for Growth. Members of the Forum received extracts that referred to Kettering town from the report to be submitted to the County Council cabinet on 10th September 2007 in relation to the Transport Strategy. Jethro Punter from the County Council was present at the meeting and addressed members of the Forum in respect of this issue, and answered questions on the matter. As a result of the Forum’s detailed discussions, the following points were highlighted :-

· The development of a highway network needed to be closely co-ordinated with the planned developments for the town and both the Borough Council and residents should be closely involved in reaching the solutions to this issue

· The Forum was in favour of the plans for a Kettering Eastern Avenue

· The Forum welcomed the principle in the strategy that housing and parking should not be segregated

· Measures needed to be included to encourage people to use the High Street in Kettering

· Consideration should be given to the provision of bus services from a more accessible site nearer the centre of the town

RESOLVED

that the points raised above should be noted by the County Council as part of its Transport Strategy for Growth.

(NB: Councillors Civil and Freer left the meeting at 8.30pm)

07.KTF.18     ON STREET PARKING ENFORCEMENT



Members of the Forum received an update in relation to on-street parking enforcement in the town. The update comprised of further information in respect of the ‘County-wide’ scheme which Kettering Borough was not a part of, and also the review of residents parking schemes that the Borough Council would be undertaking later in the year.

Members discussed issues relating to the enforcement of Residents Only Parking Schemes and were appraised of who was responsible for undertaking and enforcing them, as well as the Police’s position in respect of the matter and the use of revenue raised from parking enforcement regimes generally. The strong feelings of local residents who had parking permits relating to their addresses in respect of the enforcement of the schemes, was acknowledged.

Members noted that in view of possible future plans for police resources, it might prove difficult for them to play a more active role in this issue.

RESOLVED
     that the Executive be requested to proceed sensibly on this matter, but to remain aware of the strength of local feeling regarding the enforcement of residents only parking schemes and increasing the number of permits.

07.KTF.19
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

                         Police matters

                         Town Centre Regeneration and Future Retail Growth

                         Borough Council Corporate Priorities

 Highway issues relating to the A14 and the County        Council’s Transport Strategy


07.KTF.20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of the Forum would be held on 26th November 2007. The Chair notified members of the Forum that they had been invited to by the Mayor to visit his parlour after the meeting for seasonal refreshments.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.47pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

iw
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