BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering on 28th April 2004

Present:

	Councillor 
	A Pote (The Mayor)
	Councillor 
	J Henson

	"
	E Brace (The Deputy Mayor) 
	"
	L Henson

	"
	L Adams
	"
	P Hollobone

	"
	P Anderson
	"
	B Humfrey

	"
	M Bayes
	"
	S King

	"
	G Beale
	"
	C Lamb

	"
	J Burton
	"
	M Lynch

	"
	R Civil
	"
	S Lynch

	"
	D Coe
	"
	J Padwick

	"
	P Corazzo
	"
	W Parker

	"
	M Evans
	"
	G Rennie

	"
	T Evans
	"
	C Smith-Haynes

	"
	T Freer
	"
	G Titcombe

	"
	A Gordon
	"
	J West

	"
	C Groome
	"
	D Whyte

	"
	R Groome
	"
	A Wiley

	"
	J Hakewill
	"
	


03.C.72
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Brown, M Dearing, M Don, E Hales, M Harrison, U Jones, M Malin, M Tebbutt and A Whitlam

03.C.73
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th February 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 

03.C.74
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None.

03.C.75
PRESENTATION BY GEDDINGTON SCHOOL

The Council received a presentation by Geddington School on the subject of recent successes achieved by children as an "eco-school".  It was noted that Geddington School had been the first school in the county to achieve Green Flag Status.

Children from Geddington School's eco committee gave an outline of initiatives and work that had been done in connection with the award, which included:-

· a reduction in the use of paper hand towels
· road safety and the walking bus
· a reduction in the use of plastic carrier bags
The school suggested several actions that the Council might take in partnership with the school to both improve awareness throughout the Borough and to encourage its citizens to participate in recycling schemes and other projects to improve sustainability. 

The Mayor thanked the staff and children of the school for attending the meeting and for their informative presentation.  He then presented a gift to the pupils of the school in recognition of their achievements.

During discussion, it was agreed that the Council would seriously consider issues raised during the presentation as part of ongoing work on the Council's priorities.

Accordingly it was

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
following a visit to Geddington School by the ward councillor and the portfolio holder for the Environment and Sustainability, members of the school's eco-committee be invited to the Municipal Offices to observe and give advice on sustainability issues in the building


(ii)
the idea of a conference of representatives of schools in the Borough, in partnership with various other agencies, be investigated by the Council 


(iii)
the thanks of the Council be extended to Councillor Padwick (ward councillor) for his work in partnership with Geddington School.

03.C.76
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL


Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy


The Leader of the Council gave an update on the progress made by the leaders and chief executives of north-Northamptonshire Councils on a draft blueprint, business plan, funding and staffing arrangements of the local delivery vehicle.  It was noted that this work was continuing, both across districts and at a local level, and that a presentation would be made to members prior to the proposals being published for consultation.  It was also noted that initial proposals were due to be submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister by June 2004.  A date for the presentation would be notified to members in due course.

03.C.77
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2004/05


A report was submitted which presented the Annual Investment Strategy for 2004/05 to Members for approval.

RESOLVED
that the Annual Investment Strategy for 2004/05 be approved.

03.C.78
URGENT ITEMS APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE - JANUARY TO MARCH 2004


A report was submitted which presented to members of the Council a list of decisions on matters of urgent business taken by the Executive Committee.

RESOLVED that the decisions taken by the Executive Committee as items of urgent business be noted.

03.C.79
MEMBER'S QUESTION


Councillor C Groome asked the following question of the Leader of the Council:-

"The Leader may recall his party's pledge during the election campaign a year ago to "abolish the cabinet and return to a democratic committee system". 

When does he envisage delivering on this pledge?'

Councillor Freer replied as follows:-

"I thank Councillor Groome for his question regarding the Manifesto pledge to seek to return to a democratic Committee system.  He can rest assured that it is still an item that requires further analysis and discussion by the Council.  He will remember that the matter was considered by the Overview Committee on 11th November 2003 and, for his interest and information, I have arranged for a copy of the original report and the Minute detailing the decision of the committee to be tabled with this written answer.

He will see that members of the committee felt that it would be proper to leave the major discussion of this topic until later on in 2004 and he can rest assured that it will be coming back at that time to go through the scrutiny process.  He will also realise that this is a matter for scrutiny and for them to make their recommendations to Cabinet"

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.05 pm)

Signed…………………………………………………….

The Mayor

AI
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28.4.04


