BOROUGH  OF  KETTERING

At the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering on 25th February 2004.

Present:

	Councillor
	A. Pote (The Mayor)
	Councillor
	E.  Hales

	“
	E. Brace (Deputy Mayor)
	“
	M. Harrison

	“
	L.  Adams
	“
	J. Henson

	“
	P. Anderson
	"
	L. Henson

	“
	M. Bayes
	“
	P. Hollobone

	"
	G. Beale
	“
	U. Jones

	"
	C. Brown
	“
	S. King

	“
	L.  Bunday
	“
	C. Lamb

	"
	J.  Burton
	“
	M. Lynch

	“
	R. Civil
	“
	S. Lynch

	“
	D. Coe
	“
	M. Malin

	“
	P. Corazzo
	“
	J. Padwick

	“
	D. Darby
	“
	W. Parker

	“
	M. Dearing
	“
	G. Rennie

	“
	M. Don
	“
	C. Smith

	“
	M. Evans
	“
	M. Tebbutt

	“
	T.  Freer
	“
	G. Titcombe

	“
	A. Gordon
	“
	J.  West

	“
	C. Groome
	"
	A. Whitlam

	“
	R. Groome
	"
	D. Whyte

	“
	J.  Hakewill
	
	A. Wiley


03.C.59
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T. Evans, Humfrey and Richardson.

03.C.60
CHAIR OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE


Mrs Julie Miller, Chair of the Standards Committee, was introduced to the Council.

03.C.61
PRESENTATION OF LONG SERVICE AWARD 


Mr John Farrer was presented with a long service award.  The Chief Executive congratulated him on his achievement.

03.C.62
PRESENTATION OF CUSTOMER SERVICES AWARD


Mr Mick Bedford was presented with an award in recognition of outstanding customer service.  The Chief Executive informed Council that Mr Bedford had recently saved a person's life whilst on duty and thanked him on behalf of the Council.

03.C.63
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

03.C.64
MINUTES OF COUNCIL TAX CONSULTATION MEETING

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Council Tax Consultation meeting held on 13th January 2004 be approved as a correct record.

03.C.65
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor informed members that Mayor's Charity Night had been arranged for Saturday, 10th April 2004.  Tickets were available from the Mayor's Secretary, the Tourist Information Centre or the Athletic Club.

03.C.66
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader of the Council announced that two events had been arranged as follows:-

· Building Sustainable Communities - 4th March 2004 at the Velux Building

· Decriminalisation of Parking Enforcement - 22nd March 2004 at the Municipal Offices   

03. C.67
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - RIGHT TO SPEAK 


Mr Bill Burton addressed members in accordance with the Right to Speak Policy and the Council's Constitution on the subject of proposed changes to car parking arrangements in the town centre.  Mr Burton was informed that his questions would be answered later in the meeting as part of deliberation on the General Fund Budget 2004-2005.

03.C.68
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR - 2004/05

RESOLVED
that Councillor Matt Lynch be formally nominated as Deputy Mayor for 2004/05.

03.C.69
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT BUDGET 2004/05



A report was submitted which presented the recommendations of the Executive Committee at its meeting held on 11th February 2004 in relation to the draft Housing Revenue Account Budget and the level of housing rents to be charged for 2004/05.


RESOLVED that:-


(i)
the Housing Revenue Account estimates for 2004/05 be approved; and


(ii)
the average level of Council house rents to be charged in 2004/05 be increased by 4% with effect from Monday, 5th April 2004.

03.C.70
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2004/07


A report was submitted which presented the recommendations of the Executive committee at its meeting held on 11th February 2004 in relation to the Capital Programme for the period 2004 - 2007.  

RESOLVED
that the Capital Programme 2004-2007 be approved.

03.C.71
GENERAL FUND BUDGET 2004/05 AND COUNCIL TAX


A report was submitted which presented the recommendations of the Executive Committee at its meeting held on 11th February 2004 in relation to the General Fund Revenue Budget and the level of Council Tax (Band D equivalent) to be charged for 2004/05.


The report was updated at the meeting and additional information and a formal resolution circulated.


Discussion was held on the General Fund Budget.  In particular the following proposals contained within the budget were debated:-

· Concessionary Fares

· Kettering Town Centre parking arrangements

· Municipal Offices opening times 

· Heritage Quarter opening times

· Staff Training

· Support for the voluntary sector

· Recycling

· Police Community Support Officers

· Invest to Save initiatives

· Public Service Centre and Contact Centre

· The medium term financial strategy

· Ongoing work to secure provision of a replacement theatre in Kettering

It was noted that notification had been received on 22nd February 2004 that the Council's DEFRA bid in relation to recycling had been successful.

Debate was also held on the level of Council Tax proposed and the effect on the General Fund Budget of setting alternative rates.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the draft General Fund Budget for 2004/05 be approved;


(ii)
the level of Council Tax for 2004/05 be set at £157.35 (Band D equivalent);


(iii)
the following amounts detailed in be calculated in accordance with Sections 32 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992;

	A
	Aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set
	 
	£30,803,000

	 
	out in Section 32 (2) (a to e) of the Act


	 
	 
	 
	

	B
	Aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set
	 
	£21,050,000

	 
	out in Section 32 (3) (a to c) of the Act


	 
	 
	 
	

	C
	The amount by which the aggregate at 1(a) above exceeds the
	 
	£9,753,000

	 
	aggregate at 1(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with
	
	

	 
	Section 32 (4) of the Act as its Budget Requirement for the year


	 
	

	D
	Aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates for 2004/05 will be
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	payable into its General Fund in respect of:
	
	
	 
	 

	
	(i)
Redistributed non-domestic rates
	 
	 
	 
	£3,043,346

	
	(ii)  
Revenue Support Grant
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£2,260,734

	
	(iii)
The amount that the Council estimates will be transferred from
	
	£100,000

	 
	
its Collection Fund to its General Fund in respect of the


estimated surplus on its Collection Fund for 2003/04
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£5,404,080



	E
	The amount at 1(c) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£9,753,000

	 
	Less the amount at 1(d)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£5,404,080

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£4,348,920

	 
	Divided by the Council Tax Base (calculated in accordance with Section
	
	£160.20

	 
	33 (1) of the Act) as approved by Council on 29 January 2004 equals
	
	

	 
	the basic amount of its Council Tax for 2004/05


	 
	 
	

	F
	Aggregate of all special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£6,000

	G
	The amount at 1 (e) above
	 
	 
	 
	 
	£160.20

	 
	Less the amount at 1 (f) above (i.e. £6,000 divided by the Council Tax
	 
	£2.85

	 
	Base of 2,105)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	Equals the basic amount of its Council Tax for 2004/05 for dwellings in
	
	£157.35

	 
	those parts of the area to which no special item relates (calculated in
	
	

	 
	accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act)


	 
	 
	


	H
	Part of the Council’s Area 
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	Burton Latimer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	£160.20

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	Being the amount given by adding to that amount in 1 (g) above the
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	amounts of the special items relating to dwellings in the part of the
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	Council’s area shown above divided by the tax base for the relevant area
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 34 (3) of the Act, as
	
	 
	 

	 
	the basic amount of its Council Tax for 2004/05 for dwellings in those
	
	
	 
	 

	 
	parts of its area to which the special item relates.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	I
	The amounts shown in the table below being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 1
	
	
	

	 
	(g) and 1 (h) above by the number which in the proportion set out in Section 5 (1) of the Act is
	
	
	

	 
	applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that
	
	
	

	 
	proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in
	
	
	

	 
	accordance with Section 36 (1) of the Act, as amounts to be taken into account for 2004/05 in
	
	
	

	 
	respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	
	
	

	
	Burton 

Latimer
	£106.80
	£124.60
	£142.40
	£160.20
	£195.80 
	£231.40
	£267.00 
	£320.41
	
	
	

	
	Other 

Parishes
	£104.90
	£122.39
	£139.87
	£157.35
	£192.32 
	£227.29
	£262.25 
	£314.71
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	That it be noted that for 2004/05 Northamptonshire County Council and Northamptonshire Police
	

	
	Authority have stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance
	

	
	with Section 40 of the Act, for each of the categories of dwelling shown below:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	
	
	

	
	County

Council
	£555.51
	£648.10
	£740.68
	£833.27
	 £1,018.44
	£1,203.61
	 £1,388.78
	£1,666.54
	
	
	

	
	Police 

Authority
	£99.62
	£116.22
	£132.83
	£149.43
	 £182.64
	£215.84
	 £249.05
	£298.86
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts in 1 and 2 above, the
	
	

	
	Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 hereby
	

	
	sets the amounts shown below as the amounts of Council Tax for 2004/05 for each of the
	
	

	
	categories of dwellings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	
	
	

	
	Burton

Latimer
	£761.93
	£888.92
	£1,015.91
	£1,142.90
	£1,396.88 
	£1,650.86
	£1,904.84 
	£2,285.81
	
	
	

	
	Other 

Parishes
	£760.03
	£886.71
	£1,013.38
	£1,140.05
	£1,393.40 
	£1,646.74
	£1,900.09 
	£2,280.11
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: the above table is a calculation from the previous two tables on this sheet based upon the actual precepts set by each authority. The figures shown in the above table have been updated from those circulated at the meeting following final validation checks that showed a 1p rounding calculation error on the previous figures for Band A, F and G.

(iv)
The prudential indicators for 2004/05 be approved;


(v)
the Medium Term Financial Forecast be noted; and


(vi)
the report of the Responsible Financial Officer be noted.

(Voting: for the Motion 29; Against 12)

(The meeting started at 6.30 pm and ended at 9.45 pm)

Signed………………………………………………………………

The Mayor

AI

Council No. 1
25.2.04


