Date of Publication: 16th November 2007

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	14th November 2007
	From 7.00 pm to 8:37pm


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan

	Councillor Jonathan Bullock
	Customer Services and Communications

	Councillor Alan Pote
	Public Protection

	Councillor Russell Roberts
	Community and Rural

	Councillor Chris Smith-Haynes
	Housing Standards


APOLOGIES:

	Councillors, Brown, Dearing and Malin.
	


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	The Mayor and Councillors Bayes, Corazzo, Freer and L. Henson.

	3  members of the public and 2 members of the press were also present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Roberts
	Personal Interest in Item 12 as a Board Member of Groundwork Trust who had been involved in consultancy work on this matter.

	Councillor Smith-Haynes
	Personal Interest in Item 12 as a member of the Project Working Group.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 23rd November 2007 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN CRIER- REFERRAL FROM POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTE

	07.RD.26

	-
	5
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor L. Henson


Mr. C. Nelson



Councillor M. Bayes
RESOLVED

that the Chamber of Trade and Commerce be asked to explore the value of this initiative in view of its links with the local economy and commerce, and look at ways of funding it and also the possibility of recruiting volunteers for the role.
REASONS :


The introduction of a Town Crier could play a valuable part in promoting and 
enhancing the image of the Borough.

It may not be appropriate for this initiative to be funded by the Council due to 
the anticipated reduction in central government grant and the impact of that  
on the level of Council Tax to be levied.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

The Council to fund the role of Town Crier.
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	07.RD.27

	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th November 2007 to 31st January 2008 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08 - UPDATE

	07.RD.28

	A06/070
	8
	


RESOLVED:
the updated Capital Programme for 2007/08 be approved.
REASONS:

To ensure that members were aware of changes in respect of the Capital 

Programme made during the financial year prior to the commencement of the 

Budget process for 2008/09.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CAPITAL PROGRAMME – SMALL CAPITAL WORKS BUDGET

	07.RD.29

	-
	9
	


SPEAKERS:
Councillor Corazzo
RESOLVED:
that
i) a small capital works budget provision of £200,000 be established for the delivery of small street scene capital projects as detailed in the submitted report; and
ii) the utilisation of the scheme be reviewed by the Council’s Monitoring and Audit Committee at an appropriate time

REASONS:

To establish a method of dealing with minor capital works that are identified 
during ward walkabouts and which have not been included in the capital 

programme process.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY

	07.RD.30

	A06/071
	10
	


RESOLVED:    that



i) the ‘Golden Rules’ of the Medium Term Financial Policy outlined in Section 2 of the submitted report, be re-affirmed as far as Rules a), b), d) and e) are concerned;

ii) Rule c) be amended to read ‘ Where the budget is in deficit, the level of Council Tax must increase by at least inflation to ensure that resources remain consistent with budgeted costs’;
iii) the key budget drivers outlined in section 3 of the report be noted;

iv) the budget timetable outlined in section 4 of the report be noted;

v) a letter be submitted to the relevant Secretary of State  expressing the Executive’s concerns in relation to the reduction in LAGBI and the  proposed authority for raising Supplementary Business Rates
REASONS:

To provide a budget timetable and provide a firm direction for the budget process for 2008/09, and to respond to central government consultations in respect of related issues.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TAX OFFICE CLOSURES

	07.RD.31

	-
	11
	


RESOLVED:
the Executive supports the efforts to secure the continued presence in Kettering of a tax-office enquiry office, and endorses the objective of combining that with the Council’s own customer service facilities. 


REASONS:

To retain a customer service presence in Kettering that can deal with tax 
related enquiries which is in reasonable proximity to the existing tax office.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	A PROPOSAL FOR MILL ROAD PARK AND ST MARYS SCHOOL, KETTERING

	07.RD.32

	A06/091
	12
	


RESOLVED:

that

i) the land transfer arrangements as outlined in Paragraph 7 of the submitted report, are agreed: and
ii) there is a submission of a capital bid to contribute to the funding required for the new park design

REASONS:

To enable the project to proceed to its next stage.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CONCESSIONARY FARES

	07.RD.33

	A07/015
	13
	


SPEAKERS:
Councillor Corazzo
RESOLVED:
that all three discretionary elements of the Council’s Concessionary Fares Scheme be retained, whilst bearing in mind the potential impact of increasing ancillary costs. 
REASONS:

To continue to meet the needs of those customers that have taken advantage 

of the scheme in the past.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

Withdrawing part or parts of the existing discretionary element to the scheme.
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2006 IN RESPECT OF SCHEDULE 12A TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

	07.RD.34

	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 in respect of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS IN KETTERING TOWN CENTRE

	07.RD.35

	A07/009
	14
	


RESOLVED:
that approval be given to the acquisition of the property specified in the submitted report on the terms as set out in that report.
REASONS:
To allow the Borough Council to relocate one of its partners from its current 

premises  that are not suitable.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None
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