B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G


At a Meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road, Kettering on Wednesday, 27th June 2007.

Present:

	Councillor
Christopher Lamb  (The Mayor)


"
Linda Adams


"
Duncan Bain


"
Maurice Bayes


"
David Bishop


"
Cedwien Brown


"
Jonathan Bullock


"
Robert Civil 


"
Paul Corazzo


"
Mark Dearing


"
June Derbyshire


"
Terry Freer


"
Christopher Groome


"
Ruth Groome


“
Philip Hollobone



	
"
James Hakewill


"
Shirley Lynch


"
Mary Malin


"
Paul Marks


"
Victoria Perry


"
Alan Pote


"
Gil Rennie


"
Russell Roberts


"
Chris Smith-Haynes


"
David Soans


"
Margaret Talbot


"
Mike Tebbutt


"
Jonathan West


"
Alison Wiley


"
Derek Zanger





07.C.18
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from The Deputy Mayor and Councillors Edwards, L Henson, M Lynch, Titcombe and Watts.

07.C.19
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 16th May 2007 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

07.C.20
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The Mayor indicated that all members were exempt from declaring a prejudicial interest in respect of the report of the Independent Review Panel on Members' Allowances, and declared a personal interest on the same item on behalf of all members.

07.C.21
MAYOR'S  ANNOUNCEMENTS


Presentations to Mr Coe and Mr Gordon


Presentations of crystal were made by the Mayor to Mr David Coe and Mr Alex Gordon in recognition of their long service as members of the Borough Council.

(Councillor Hollobone joined the meeting at 7.15 pm)


Presentations: Municipal Journal Awards


The Mayor announced that Kettering Borough Council had been commended in the Municipal Journal Awards 2007 for the "Best Achieving Council" based on four case studies of excellence across the Council.


The following members of staff were presented with awards on behalf of the teams indicated:-


Geoff Willis: Street Cleansing


Sara Balderson and Wendy Baker: Housing


Debbie Thompson and Joanne Watson: Customer Services


Cliff James: Recycling


Presentation to Housing Wardens


Frances Patis and Marlene Ross were presented with certificates for passing the CIH Level 3 National Certificate in Sheltered and Supported Housing.


Presentation: Councillor Development Charter


The award was presented to Councillor Mary Malin (Chair of the Working Group) and Anne Ireson.  Other members of the Group who had worked towards achieving the award were noted as Councillor Smith-Haynes, Councillor C Groome and Valda Carpenter. 


Councillor Malin also commended ex-councillors John Padwick and Jamie Richardson for their past work in connection with the award.


Mayor's Charities


The Mayor announced his charities for the forthcoming municipal year:-


Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance


Mencap


Crazy Hats Breast Cancer Appeal


Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (a rare cancer-like disease that affects mainly children)


Civic Service


It was announced that this year's Civic Service would take place at Warkton Church on 22nd July 2007.


Cricket Match


A cricket match between staff and councillors would take place on 1st August 2007 at Warkton and Weekley Cricket Ground in aid of the Mayor's Charities.


Civic Reception


The Mayor announced that he was holding a reception to commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery on the evening of 6th July 2007 in the Manor House Gardens.

07.C.22
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader announced that letters would be sent to the appropriate Chief Executives expressing members' sympathy for residents of those areas who had been affected by the recent floods in Sheffield, Worcestershire and Rotherham and elsewhere.


Task and Finish Groups


Councillors were appointed to Task and Finish Groups as follows:-


Recycling


Members:- Councillors Bain, Talbot, Tebbutt, R Groome and Watts.


Substitutes:- Councillors Bayes, Derbyshire, Perry, Zanger and one other to be appointed under delegated powers.


Constitution


Members:- Councillors Bayes, Derbyshire, L Henson, Marks and Adams.


Substitutes: Councillors Edwards, Freer, Talbot, Titcombe and Watts.


Eco-Friendly Initiatives


Members:- Councillors Freer, Soans, Titcombe, Zanger and Corazzo.


Substitutes:- Councillors L Henson, Marks, Tebbutt and two others to be appointed under delegated powers.

07.C.23
SCHEME OF DELEGATION – DEVELOPMENT CONTROL


Councillor Christopher Groome asked the Portfolio Holder for Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan the following question:-

" Is the Chair aware that under the current scheme of delegations for development control decisions an objection from a statutory consultee on material planning grounds can be deemed adequately dealt with by the Head of Development Services without any communication with the consultee?  Thus Town and Parish Councils can find that their representations have been over-ruled without the courtesy of any communication at all, putting them in an embarrassing position with the people they represent.  Can this policy be revisited with a view to making the process more transparent?"

The Portfolio Holder for Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan replied as follows:-

"Town and Parish Councils are not statutory consultees for the purposes of planning legislation. However, as with responses from statutory consultees, any comments from a Town or Parish Council are considered and addressed in the officer report considering the planning application. This report is compiled for every application, whether it is determined by officers or by a planning committee. It is not a question of “over-ruling” comments of a consultee but rather weighing them against all other material planning considerations before a decision is made.

Decisions are communicated to neighbours and objectors individually and in certain circumstances this means that they could receive this information before the weekly notifications sent out to Town and Parish Councils, however, information on individual decisions is available from the Council’s web-site the day after a decision is made."

Councillor Christopher Groome asked if it was the policy of the Council to involve town and parish councils in any consultation.  Councillor Groome commented that often ward councillors did not exercise their power to refer applications in their wards to committee for determination. 
Councillor Wiley replied that there must be a substantial reason for a planning application to be referred to committee.  However she would refer this matter to officers to investigate as to (a) whether a firmer ruling on this issue could be given and (b) if town and parish councils could be added to address lists of those informed when a decision was taken.

07.C.24
DEPUTY MAYOR – PROCESS OF NOMINATION


Councillor Adams asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-

"Given that your predecessor arbitrarily abandoned the agreed convention for determining the choice of Deputy Mayor for this municipal year, will the new Leader of the council advise us how he intends to ensure fairness and equal opportunity for all councillors to serve as first citizen in this non-political post?"

The Leader of the Council replied as follows:-

"There is no formal convention governing the selection of the Deputy Mayor: The selection is made by full Council at the Annual Council meeting.

I propose to ask the Chair of the Constitutional Review Task and Finish Group, when appointed, to add consideration of this matter to that group’s terms of reference."

Councillor Adams asked if in the past there had been a gentlemen’s agreement using a formula that had been applied over the past few years when selecting a Deputy Mayor.  The Leader of the Council assured Councillor Adams that proper procedures had been followed but agreed to look into this matter through the proper channels.for next year
07.C.25
BUILDING CONTROL


Councillor Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Growth – Sustainable Communities Plan the following question:-


"I note the job vacancy for a Development Officer - Building Control.  Is the portfolio holder satisfied that this council has relevant qualified personal to meet its regulatory obligations in building control whilst this recruitment is taking place?"


The Portfolio Holder for Growth – Sustainable Communities responded as follows:-


"Yes, as far as I am aware.  If the member requires more information about the operational aspects of the delivery of this service with either a Deputy Chief Executive or the Head of Development Services"


Councillor Corazzo asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"I believe it is in the public interest that the Portfolio Holder is made aware.  Could the Portfolio Holder confirm that, should Kettering Borough Council face court action over Building Control they are satisfied that advice given by third parties to Kettering Borough Council is enough to defend such court action?"


The Portfolio Holder for Growth – Sustainable Communities indicated that she trusted officers to carry out their jobs.
07.C.26
REPORT OF INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL – MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES


A report was submitted which considered the recommendations of the Independent Review Panel on Members' Allowances and the comments of the Executive Committee and the Policy and Improvement Committee on those recommendations.  The report also sought approval for some minor changes to the Constitution in order to enable more flexible arrangements in relation to the allocation of committee chairs.


Councillor Mary Malin proposed and Councillor Michael Tebbutt seconded that:-


(i)
Pensions not be payable on Members' Allowances


Councillor West proposed and Councillor Adams seconded as an amendment that:-


"The report of the Independent Review Panel be approved in its entirety"


Following discussion on the amendment it was withdrawn by the proposer and seconder with the consent of the meeting.


Some members expressed the view that pensions should be available to those members who wished to take them up.  However, it was noted that this would involve a cost to the Council and that members already had the option of investing their allowance into a private pension scheme if they so wished.

(Voting: For 23, Against 5; Not Voting 2)

Councillor Dearing proposed and Councillor Bain seconded that:-


(ii)
the proposals in respect of the Leaders' Allowance be approved;


(iii)
the Leader of the Opposition take 50% of the total of the Leaders' Allowance;


(iv)
the Deputy Leader of the Council be taken out of the pool for Executive members;


(v)
as contained in the Independent Review Panel recommendations, the pool remain as the same total as previously identified;


(vi)
should there be any increase or decrease in the number of Executive members then the total should be divided amongst them;

(Voting: For 29; Against 1)

Councillor Zanger Voted against the motion

It was proposed by Councillor Corazzo and Seconded by Councillor Hakewill that:-

(vii)

the Deputy Leader of the Authority receive 75% of the Special Responsibility Allowance of the Leader;

(viii)
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition receive a Band B allowance for that role (£1,183 per annum).

(Voting: For 29; Against 1)

Councillor Zanger Voted against the motion

It was proposed by Councillor Pote and seconded by Councillor Perry that:-

(ix)

the basic allowance for members of the Authority be set at the level recommended by the Independent Review Panel (£4,435)

(Voting: For 29; Against 1)

Councillor Zanger Voted against the motion

It was proposed by Councillor Bayes and seconded by Councillor West that:-

(x)
All remaining recommendations of the Independent Review Panel be agreed

It was proposed by Councillor Hakewill and seconded by Councillor Brown as an amendment that:-

(xi)

the ward initiatives fund be set at the level recommended by the Independent Review Panel (£625) and that it be allowed to roll forward over four financial years
;

(xii)

the Special Responsibility Allowance for the Chair of the Standards Committee be set at the same level as that for other Committee Chairs (£2,365);

(xiii)
Town and Parish Council members of the Standards Committee be entitled to a Special Responsibility Allowance at the same level as that for independent members of the Standards Committee (£591).

Councillor Bayes also confirmed, and it was agreed by Councillor West as the seconder, that recommendations relating to constitutional changes contained within the report and travel and child and dependant carer's allowances were included in his motion.

(Voting on the Amendment: For 29; Not Voting 1)

(Voting on the Substantive Motion: For 29; Not Voting 1)

RESOLVED
that:- 

(i)
Pensions not be payable on Members' Allowances;


(ii)
the recommendations of the Independent Review Panel in respect of the Leaders' Allowance be approved and the Leader of the Opposition take 50% of the total of the Leaders' Allowance ;



(iii)
the Deputy Leader of the Authority receive 75% of the Special Responsibility Allowance of the Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition receive a Band B allowance for that role (£1,183 per annum);;


(iv)
the Deputy Leader of the Council be taken out of the pool for Executive members, that the pool remain as the same total as previously identified and should there be any increase or decrease in the number of Executive members then the total should be divided amongst them;


(v)
the basic allowance for members of the Authority be set at the level recommended by the Independent Review Panel (£4,435);


(vi)
the ward initiatives fund be set at the level recommended by the Independent Review Panel (£625) and that it be allowed to roll forward over four financial years;


(vii)
the Special Responsibility Allowance for the Chair of the Standards Committee be set at the same level as that for other Committee Chairs (£2,365) and Town and Parish Council members of the Standards Committee be entitled to a Special Responsibility Allowance at the same level as that for independent members of the Standards Committee (£591);


(viii)
All remaining recommendations of the Independent Review Panel and constitutional changes be agreed;

07.C.27
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN


A report was submitted which presented the Kettering Borough Council Improvement Plan for formal adoption.


Debate was held on the Improvement Plan and in particular it was felt that delivery of the Plan would depend to a large extent on other agencies such as the Police, the Health sector, the Local Education Authority and Social Services.  Members considered that partnership working in these areas would be crucial to the delivery of the Improvement Plan, particularly in relation to the growth agenda.


Members also considered that emphasis should be placed on a stronger town centre economy and skills especially in view of the challenges facing the Council in future years and the need to ensure that Kettering continued to flourish.


Environmental issues were also discussed, and included a cleaner environment and more emphasis to be placed on enforcement of litter and dog mess offences.


In relation to transport related issues, it was felt that better transport systems were needed to service all types of activities, including safe routes to schools.  It was noted that school transport from Burton Latimer to Latimer School was shortly to be withdrawn and members expressed the strong view that any cuts to school transport could not be supported at a time when greater emphasis was being placed on public transport in order to reduce car usage.


Other issues discussed included car parking and enforcement of parking areas.


RESOLVED 
that:-


(i)
the Improvement Plan for 2007 be approved; and


(ii)
the importance of staying focused on its priorities yet at the same time remaining flexible and responsive to the changing environment and customer needs be noted.

07.C.28
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS – 2006/7


A report was submitted which presented the Council's statutory Statement of Accounts (for the financial year 2006/07) for members' approval.

RESOLVED

that:-


(i)
the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2006/07 be approved;


(ii)
delegated authority be granted to the Council's statutory Financial Officer to make any non-material changes to the Statement of Accounts following the external audit process; and


(iii)
delegated authority be granted to the Monitoring and Audit Committee for the receipt of the ISA260 report that the external auditors will issue at the conclusion of their audit.

07.C.29
GREEN ISSUES


It was proposed by Councillor Brown and seconded by Councillor Soans that:-


"This Council welcomes the continuing priority being given to Green issues by the new administration.


We welcome the drive to reduce the Council's carbon footprint and to encourage residents, businesses and the Council to go further and progress in line with the principles of "one planet living".


Debate ensued on the following issues:-

· Recycling and re-use of materials

· Reduction of waste to landfill

· The need to support local farmers and use local produce

· Cleaner neighbourhoods and the provision of dog bins

· The need to increase the number of safe cycleways

· The Green Patch Initiative in Margaret Road

· The Council's fleet of vehicles

· The need to work in partnership with local schools on green issues.

In respect of the partnership working with schools, ex-Councillor John Padwick was commended for his work with Geddington Primary School.

RESOLVED

that this Council welcomes the continuing priority being given to Green issues by the new administration.



We welcome the drive to reduce the Council's carbon footprint and to encourage residents, businesses and the Council to go further and progress in line with the principles of "one planet living.

(The meeting began at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.15 pm)
Signed:  …………………………………………………….

The Mayor

AI


(Council No. 5)


27.6.07

