
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 4th June 2007

Present:
Borough Councillors


The Mayor


Cllr Philip Hollobone (Chair)


Cllr Linda Adams


Cllr Maurice Bayes


Cllr Robert Civil (also NCC)


Cllr Paul Corazzo


Cllr Terry Freer


Cllr Larry Henson


Cllr Shirley Lynch


Cllr Mary Malin


Cllr Paul Marks


Cllr Gil Rennie


Cllr Russell Roberts


Cllr Chris Smith-Haynes


Cllr Keli Watts


Cllr Jonathan West (also NCC)


Northamptonshire County Councillors


Councillor Ursula Jones



Councillor Roy Mayhew


Town Representatives


Bill Burton (Town Centre Retailer)


Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch)


Mick Scrimshaw (Kettering Chamber of Trade)


Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)


Monica Ozdemir (Kettering Civic Society)


Neil Griffin (Newlands Centre)


Eleanor Patrick (Race Action Kettering and


    Churches Together)


Also Present


Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive)


Paul Thomas (Development Manager)


Anne Ireson (Forum Administrator)

07.KTF.01
ELECTION OF CHAIR


It was proposed by Councillor Mary Malin and seconded by Councillor Larry Henson that Councillor Philip Hollobone be elected Chair of Kettering Town Forum for the ensuing municipal year.


It was proposed by Councillor Paul Corazzo and seconded by Mick Scrimshaw that Councillor Keli Watts be elected Chair of Kettering Town Forum for the ensuing municipal year.

(Voting: 

For Councillor Hollobone 11;

For Councillor Watts 6)

RESOLVED
that Councillor Philip Hollobone be elected Chair of Kettering Town Forum for the ensuing municipal year.

07.KTC.02
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED
that Neil Griffin be appointed Deputy Chair of Kettering Town Forum for the ensuing municipal year.

07.KTC.03
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors David Bishop, Matt Lynch, Jenny Henson and Scott Edwards (Kettering Borough Council), Councillor Bill Parker (Northamptonshire County Council) and Sybil Gregory (Ability Northants).

07.KTF.04
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 5th February 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair, subject to an amendment in respect of 06.KTF.46 to the effect that Councillor Scrimshaw had no involvement with the Extended Schools Project.

07.KTF.05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Keli Watts declared a personal interest as a member of Kettering Chamber of Trade.

07.KTF.06
KETTERING TOWN FORUM – CONSTITUTION AND MEMBERSHIP


A report was submitted which appraised members of the Forum of its constitution and membership and which sought the appointment of representatives of the Forum to other bodies.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Councillor David Bishop be appointed as a non-voting observer at meetings of the Rural Forum; and


(ii)
Eleanor Patrick be appointed as non-voting observer at meetings of the A6 Towns Forum.

07.KTF.07
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION AND GROWTH AREA PRESSURES


A report was submitted which updated the Forum on Kettering Town Centre Regeneration initiatives and policy development in the light of growth area pressures.


A presentation was given by Paul Thomas (Development Manager), which represented an update on previous presentations made to the Forum.

(Councillor Roy Mayhew joined the meeting at 7.20 pm)


It was noted that the presentation represented a conceptual view of the Town Centre Regeneration areas only at this stage, with any proposals being subject to full consultation at the appropriate time.


After the presentation had concluded the following points were made:

· Consultation materials should be produced using terminology that people would better understand

· There was very little detail regarding transport details, particularly routes between the north and south of the town centre

· A comprehensive Design Guide should be produced which would assist members of the Planning Committee when considering detailed planning applications and which would also act as a guide for developers

· The unique character of Kettering should be preserved

· An elected member should sit on the Town Centre Redevelopment Group and give regular reports back to the Planning Policy Committee on progress

· The work programme of the Kettering Town Forum should be harmonised with other bodies of the Council

· There should be an opportunity for residents to give feedback to the Forum on town centre issues

· The Kettering Town Centre Redevelopment Group should report to the Kettering Town Forum

· An Eco-Guide to town centre development should be produced

· An Options document should be prepared and fed into the consultation framework, including the Forum, during the autumn of 2007

· Some of the conceptual plans contained in the presentation appeared to be out of date

· Any new buildings should be good quality and built to high eco-standards


Further discussion ensued on the £5m Growth Area Funding money available for town centre regeneration. It was noted that funding was held by the government until drawn down by the Council.  It was noted that some of the funding could be used to produce a Design Guide.


Members of the Forum indicated unanimous support for a Design Guide, which it was felt would be a valuable tool in setting the standard for the future development of the town centre.

RESOLVED

Kettering Town Forum recommends that


(i)
a member of Kettering Borough Council be appointed to the Kettering Town Centre Redevelopment Group;


(ii)
the discussions on the Options Papers at Kettering Town Forum be harmonised with those taking place elsewhere and a mechanism be devised to report on progress by the Town Centre Redevelopment Group;


(iii)
the preparation of Kettering Design and Eco Guides be expedited and agreed with the relevant Committees; and


(iv)
the redevelopment plans for the Horsemarket be expedited so that they can be agreed by the relevant Committee and Forums by December 2007; and


(v)
discussions on proposals include necessary consultation with members of the public.

07.KTF.08
KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL IMPROVEMENT PLAN – 2007/08


A report was submitted which highlighted the statutory requirements of the report and how it fitted into the Council's corporate planning framework.


Copies of a presentation relating to the Improvement Plan were circulated at the meeting.

RESOLVED

that the report and presentation be noted.

07.KTF.09
POLICE ISSUES


As a Police Officer was not present at the meeting it was

RESOLVED

that


(i)
a letter be sent to the Police with the dates of future meetings and asking for their attendance; and


(ii)
to place Policing Issues at the top of the agenda in future.

It was felt that Police Community Support Officers should also be asked to attend meetings as they were part of the Safer Community Teams.

07.KTF.10
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Town Centre Regeneration (on each agenda following the item on Policing Issues)

· Creative Business Sector Development in Kettering (this item would link with Town Centre Regeneration)

· Corporate Priorities

· Kettering Retail Growth

· Highways Issues and the A14

07.KTF.11
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of the Forum would be held on 3rd September 2007.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.32 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair

AI

Kettering Town Forum No. 5
4.6.07


