
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 10th April 2007

Present:
Councillor L Henson (Chair)


Councillors Dearing, Harrison, J Henson, Hollobone and King
06.PI.38
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor R Groome.

06.PI.39
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1st February 2007 be approved and signed by the Chair as correct record.
06.PI.40
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest.

06.PI.41
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


None.

06.PI.42
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2007/08


A report was submitted which presented to members the initial proposals for the Corporate Improvement Plan 2007/08.  The report provided an overview of the statutory requirements relating to performance plans and a timetable for its approval.  


It was noted that the Corporate Improvement Plan 2007/08 would be submitted to the Executive Committee in May and  full Council in June 2007.


In discussion the following points were made:-

· Improvements to the format were requested to make it easier for members to cross reference priorities
· The name of the document should be changed to "Kettering Borough Council Improvement Plan"

· A footnote in respect of BV12 should be added, showing the certificated and self-certificated days lost through sickness absence

· The figures should be checked and clarified as to whether they relate to days or weeks in BV183 (length of stay in hostels and bed and breakfast)

· In relation to LP 2 and 5 (anti-social behaviour) the targets should be examined for appropriateness as in excess of 20 substantiated anti-social behaviour complaints was having little impact on the number of anti-social behaviour orders issued

· There was concern regarding BV212 (average time to relet local authority housing) and the estimated out-turn against the target

· BV66c should have the words "in arrears" added after the word "tenant" as the description was unclear

RESOLVED
that the above comments on the draft proposals and targets appended to the report be submitted to the Executive Committee.

06.PI.43
LOCAL SEARCH FEES


A verbal update on the above issue was given.  It was noted that work was continuing although the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) had disbanded the Property Services Working Group and replaced it with a smaller group with wider representation.


Work was continuing with the Local Government Association to deliver as good outcomes as possible for local governments.


At a national level, work was continuing on access guidance documents, which would be consulted upon in the near future.  Work was also  being re-commissioned on charging guidance.  It was estimated that this work would take 9-12 months to complete.


Members noted that Home Information Packs were to be introduced on 1st June 2007.  Some of the information required was held by local authorities, including Local Searches.


Members discussed the impact of the introduction of Home Information Packs and the implications for the Borough Council. It was noted that this issue would be kept under review.

06.PI.44
DECRIMINALISATION OF PARKING ENFORCEMENT


A verbal update on the current situation was given to the Committee in the light of comments made in the press.  It was noted that the County Council were planning to go ahead with a county-wide enforcement scheme with the exception of Kettering and Daventry, as there were still outstanding issues to be resolved in both districts regarding how the contract would work. 


Further discussions with both the Police and the County Council would be held and options explored.  It was noted that inclusion in the County-wide scheme would have been untenable for Kettering.


Members debated the current situation and expressed concern that there was considerable strength of feeling amongst residents regarding the unresolved situation. Discussion was held on the role of the Police Community Support Officers and the issuing of parking tickets by PCSOs in other parts of the country.  It was noted that Northamptonshire Police did not agree with this approach.


Members felt that it might be possible for Kettering Borough Council to carry out a small amount of parking enforcement that did not involve physical changes to highways, although there were issues surrounding feasibility and costs.  It was felt to be important to stress to both the County Council and the Police the urgency of the situation as residents were pressing for a solution to the problem.


The Committee considered that the role of the PCSOs should be scrutinised and that this should be included in the work programme.

RESOLVED
that the Executive:-


(i)
is made fully aware of the strength of local feeling that an urgent solution to local on-street and residents' parking enforcement and parking schemes is found;


(ii)
notes that the Northamptonshire County Council has abandoned plans to introduce its own parking scheme in the Borough;


(iii) 
looks to introduce Kettering Borough Council's own on-street and residents' parking enforcement scheme as soon as possible;


(iv) 
notes that a strong case should be made to the police for local PCSOs to be empowered to take part in parking enforcement; and


(v)
notes that the Policy and Improvement Committee considers that the funding currently given by Kettering Borough Council for additional PCSOs in the Borough should be considered as part of the wider funding potentially made available for on-street and residents' parking enforcement.

06.PI.45
WORK PROGRAMME


Members received the current work programme and noted its content.  The terms of reference in respect of Younger Citizens Provision would be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee.


In respect of the Recycling Task and Finish Group it was felt that this group should meet as soon as possible once membership had been ascertained.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.46 pm)

Signed ....................................................

Chair
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