B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 14th February 2007 
Present:


Chair:
Councillor Cedwien Brown
Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Glenda Weston
Councillor Peter Weston

 


Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Derek Zanger



Desborough Town Council:
Councillor James Putt

Councillor Doreen Bindley
Councillor David Soans

Councillor Belinda Humfrey 

Barton Seagrave Parish Council
Councillor Lamb (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council, Kettering Borough Council and Northants County Council)
Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council) 
Councillor Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council and Northants County Council)

Councillor David Whyte (also representing Rothwell Town Council)
Councillor Ruth Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council)
Councillor Mark Dearing (also representing Desborough Town Council)
Northants County Council:
Councillor Ursula Jones



Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police

Inspector Dick Aistrop
Chamber of Trade

Keli Watts
Kettering Borough Council

Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Kettering Borough Council

Paul Sutton (Acting Head of Finance)
Kettering Borough Council 

Pia Bellamy (Community Services 
Kettering Borough Council

Sarah Goodman (Forum Administrator)

06.A6TF.46
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Maurice Bayes,  David Jones, Margaret Talbot, Christopher Groome, Pat Evans, Ivan Cox and Lisa Bryan (Fire Service).  
06.A6TF.47
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 29th November 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the following amendments: Councillor Ruth Groome was present at the meeting, further to minute 06.A6TF.37 the dispersal order related to alcohol.
06.A6TF.48
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillors Lamb and Jones declared a personal interest in item 6 on the agenda as members of Warkton Village Hall committee.
06.A6TF.49
POLICE REPORT


Inspector Dick Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting and the crime statistics for the Northern Police Area were discussed.


Comment was made on the following issues:-

· Crime was down in the A6 Towns and Barton Seagrave
· There had been an increase in theft from motor vehicles in Desborough and Rothwell recently. All those present were requested to make people aware of this, and particularly to remove satellite navigation systems and their windscreen markers 

· Details of crimes on Telford Way were included in the Rothwell Police statistics – Inspector Aistrop to arrange for this to be amended to give purely Rothwell statistics

· A strategy was in place to tackle criminal damage which included involving other agencies, targeting repeat offenders, targeting locations and targeting patrols. This strategy would continue until 31st March 2007 
· Parish and Town Councils taking up the Chief Constables’ proposal to part fund Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) for their community would have sole use of that  PCSO
· The PCSOs had made a difference in Desborough by dispersing large groups of young people, but smaller groups were moving to other parts of the town – Inspector Aistrop advised that all instances were reported to him and letters were written to parents of young people involved in anti social behaviour     
· Signs had been erected in Burton Latimer in accordance with the on street drinking order – Martin Hammond to check if Park Road covered by the order

Inspector Aistrop was thanked for his attendance.

06.A6TF.50
PARKS AND OPEN SPACES:GENERAL INFORMATION

Pia Bellamy attended the meeting and provided general information on equipped play areas, public open spaces and community facilities in the Borough. Information was also provided on 
· Children’s Play Strategy
· Asset Management Plans

· Capital Programme

· Activities for young people, adults and families


The meeting made the following comments:
· Improvements to Gray’s Field Barton Seagrave were welcomed

· Burton Latimer  cemetery needed required improved security at the entrances and general improvements – part of which may be funded through Northants County Council’s ward initiatives funds
· Councillor Lamb was providing a CCTV camera at Burton Latimer Community Centre with NCC ward initiative funding
· Rothwell and Desborough cemeteries  were also in a poor state of repair

· Some funding in the capital programme had been allocated for cemetery improvements 

· Desborough  - new play area, although funding allocated for 2007/08 a suitable location had yet to be identified (not successful in 2007/08 capital round but will be resubmitted as required)
· Blyth Close, Rothwell – now a successful area since improvements

· Well Lane, Rothwell – football pitches were being used by the Rothwell Ladies Team

· The section 106 agreement with Bovis Homes for a hard surface court in Rothwell was subject to ongoing discussion

· Rushton Road, Desborough was not scheduled to be improved until 2008/09, although it did not conform to the European standards

· PPG17 was similar to the Nene Valley Regional Park list

· ‘Access audit issues’ related to disabled access at play areas

· Facilities for teenagers were being discussed by the Play Partnership 
· The section 106 agreement in respect of Cornfield Way, Burton Latimer  was currently being progressed through the Planning Enforcement Officer

· Section 106 agreements usually had to be completed within five years – although this could be varied

· Self closing gates into Desborough Recreation Ground did not work properly – Pia Bellamy to investigate 

RESOLVED
that the Kettering Borough Council officers 



be invited to a future meeting to discuss the 



need for, and scope of cemetery repair and 



improvements.
  Pia Bellamy was thanked for attending the meeting. 

06.A6TF.51
KBC BUDGET 2007/08 AND CORPORATE PRIORITIES

Paul Sutton attending the forum to provide an update on the Councils Corporate Priorities and the draft budget for 2007/08. Details of the timescale for the budget, budget overview, gross expenditure for each corporate priority, medium term financial strategy and the Housing Revenue Account were provided. The following points were noted:
· The reduction in car park income may be due to the increase in use of the concessionary fares scheme 

· The current revenue balances were approximately 1.3 million and there was no plan to draw on these, although this would be determined by the Executive Committee on 21st February 2007
· With regard to skills, work was to be undertaken with the Learning and Skills Council and Northants County Council 
· With  regard to employment it was hoped that the mix of uses on new sites would be improved

· The Council’s carbon footprint was defined on how much energy was used for the Council to conduct its activities, principally in buildings and vehicles – some vehicles had been converted to use LPG

· Improvements to the amount of recyclates collected from commercial premises would be examined by the Recycling Task and Finish Group which had recently been formed
·  The effect of the white paper on funding to Local Authorities would not be known until later in the year

· Leisure services would be moving to a new contractor from 1st April 2007 and the contract would be for a minimum of 10 years

· A transfer station for waste would be built in Kettering as Rushton tip would no longer be accepting waste from the Council

· It was requested that the new Leisure provider attend Town Council or meetings

· Little progress had been made with regard to the relocation of the Waste Recycling Centre at Cunliffe Drive

· The Concessionary fares scheme would cost approximately  £107,000 more than the original budget
· The cost of each call to the Text to Tell service was relatively high at present, but this would reduce as more people used the service

Paul Sutton was thanked for attending the meeting and it was 

RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
06.A6TF.52
NEWSROUND


Barton Seagrave
· Councillor Lamb had used Kettering Borough Council ward initiative funds for a community noticeboard, printing of village design guide and equipment for Barton Seagrave cricket club

Burton Latimer 
· Councillor R Groome was working with Burton Latimer Churches Together on how they would respond to the growth in the area

· KBC Ward initiative funds had been used to purchase a gazebo for use at Councillor surgery meetings, held as part of the Farmers Market
· Bulbs had been planted in the town
· Farmers Market held 9am to 1pm on the first Saturday of each month – next is on 3rd March
· A newsletter would be circulated in the near future and a website was being designed
· Entrances to the town were being improved with plaques etc

· Grass verges in the Churchill Way area were being continually damaged, one resident had filled a verge with gravel, and received a letter from Northants County Council – Martin Hammond advised that money had  been allocated in the KBC capital programme for verge hardening, although the County were reluctant to install  bollards on verges to help preserve them. Following a debate about a number of highway maintenance related issues. It was 
RESOLVED

that the County Council be invited to attend 


a future meeting to discuss a number of 



highway maintenance issues, principally: 




- verges




- road repairs




- gully cleansing


Desborough

· Councillor Tebbutt had used KBC ward initiative funds to purchase a football goal

· Damage to the pavement in Station Road caused by lorries was being dealt with through the planning enforcement officer

· The Council had taken action against two properties in Station Road

· Councillor Humfrey had used Borough ward initiative funds for Desborough Youth Football Teams, and County ward initiative funds had been used for footpaths  in the Ise Valley
· Persimmon homes had delivered leaflets to all properties in Desborough concerning development on a site not previously identified
· In relation to the development of an urban square and retail development as envisaged in the Urban Design Framework for Desborough, KBC had appointed agents to progress a land assembly scheme but this depending on the active cooperation of landowners in the area,  especially Midland Coop Society Ltd
(At this juncture Councillor P Weston declared a prejudicial interest and left the meeting during its discussion. Councillor Whyte declared a personal interest in that he held a share in the Co-op)
· Bushes had been clipped in Desborough Recreation Ground, however lower branches to lime trees there  required removal

Rothwell 
· Town Council had been working with the Market Initiatives to produce a newsletter
· There was support for identified business development Recent snow fall had called problems with the buses
· Rothwell Youth Group had held its inaugural meeting
· Well Lane Play Area had been tidied, but the walk through to it had much fly tipping and dog fouling
· Councillor Pote had used Borough ward initiative funds to have the war memorial cleaned – and requested that this work be completed and the bollards painted. County ward initiative funds had been used to purchase bins and assist the youth group
· Improvements to the Market Square were yet to be finalised

· Planting on roundabouts at junctions 3 and 4 of the A14 had been delayed for 6 months
· Councillor Whyte had used KBC ward initiative funds for Rothwell in Bloom, Christmas lights and the youth group

· Councillor Brown had used KBC ward initiative funds for the youth group

06.A6TF.53
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
· Local Development Framework progress with the spatial plan and in handling current development pressures
· Feedback from recent local development workshops

· Health Service Budget and service delivery pressures ealth –  (June 07)
· Review of Health Services following the merger of PCTs
· Highway maintenance – NCC

· Cemetery disrepair – Bereavement Services Manager 
06.A6TF.54
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Election Count Arrangements 


Martin Hammond advised that the polling hours for elections had 

changed to 7am-10pm. It was noted that in view of the concerns 

around fraud in postal voting legislation had been altered and 

signatures had to be verified. It was also noted that the counting 

of votes would take 
place on the 4th May 2007 at Kettering 


Leisure Village, with the Borough count in the morning and 


Town and Parish count in the afternoon.


It was noted that although polling districts were remaining the 

same a consultation document on polling places would be 


issued shortly.  


Thanks


Councillor Brown thanked all members of the Forum and officers 

concerned for their support during her term as Chair. 
06.A6TF.45
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on 13th June  2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices – to be confirmed at Annual Council.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.05 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

A6 Towns Forum No. 8
14.2.07

