KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 12th April 2007

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), Corazzo, J Henson, Pote, Tebbutt and Tod

Tenant Representatives

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Ruby Driscoll – Windsor Gardens

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Brian Kimpton – Counties T & R

Tony Palmer – Windsor Gardens

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Colin Medlycott – Ivy Road

Brian Eldridge – Thorngate Street

Josephine Copson – Alfred Street

Adrian Ward

Jim Goodwin – Grange Estate

Barry Woodcock – Centre Parade

Also Present
Jo Gouldson (Northants Fire and Rescue Service)




John Conway (Head of Housing)

Leona Mantle (Housing)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Linda Nash (Housing)

Alison Sharp (Housing)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

06.TF.111
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Evans, and Don, Barbara Fox, Tom Oughton, Dorothy Guilford and Moira Brown.

06.TF.112
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Burton declared an interest as the Portfolio Holder for Housing.

06.TF.113
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 8th March 2007 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chair.

06.TF.114
MATTER ARISING

Homelessness Update

The Head of Housing reported that there would be over one hundred cases of prevented homelessness by the end of the year and that £35000 of additional funding had been awarded to the Borough Council due to progress made.

Rubbish Bags

It was reported that the rubbish bags left on street corners by litter pickers were picked up at the end of the day to show members of the public the area had been done.

Orchard Crescent

It was reported that Housing Services were looking at a Compulsive Purchase Order or Empty Dwelling Management on the empty privately owned property mentioned at the last meeting.

06.TF.115
VISITORS RIGHT TO SPEAK

No visitors attended the meeting.

06.TF.1116
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES

An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

It was reported that the wall on Lower Street had been inspected and found to be in safe condition for the short term.  Remedial work would require removal of trees and root ball and rebuilding of the wall in July 2007.  It was suggested that this item remain on list until the work was completed.

The tenants requested that the following items be added to the list: -

· Missing street signs – Northumberland Road/Sussex Road and Myrtle Road

· Burnt out caravan – Jasmin Road

· Broken door bell – Alfred Street

06.TF.117
FIRE SERVICE 

Jo Gouldson from the Northants Fire and Rescue Service attended the meeting to give a presentation on the Free Home Fire Safety Check.  A video was also viewed, showing how quickly fire can spread in the home.

It was reported that a Fire Safety Check could be arranged by calling freephone 0800 3899950 or by email safetycheck@northantsfire.org.uk It was noted that the fire check took 30 minutes and could take place in the daytime, evenings or at weekends.

The Head of Housing stated he would be interested in introducing a compulsory Home Fire Safety Check for all new tenants when their leases were signed.

06.TF.118
HOUSING COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER UPDATE

The Tenancy Services Manager reported that Linda Nash had been appointed as the new Housing Communications Officer.  It was noted that when she stared the position her first job would be to meet each Neighbourhood Manager to get a good overview of the Borough.

Linda Nash attended the meeting to introduce herself to the Tenant Representatives and to give them some background information on her career to date.

06.TF.119
RIGHT TO BUY UPDATE


It was reported that 28 properties had been sold under the Right to Buy scheme last year and that we now had a total stock of 3850 properties.

06.TF.120
CONNECT – IDEAS FOR THE NEXT EDITION

The following items were suggested for inclusion in a future edition of Connect: -

· Home Fire Safety Check

· Anti Social Behaviour successes

· Dangers of needles

· Neighbourhood Watch schemes

· Allotments

06.TF.121
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Tenant Association grants

06.TF.122
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Naseby Road

It was reported that problems with anti social behaviour in the Naseby Road area had escalated and the issue would be taken to the Anti Social Behaviour Board Steering Group.

Performance on Repairs

It was reported that a Tenants Steering Group would be set up to look at vacant properties, information on applying, approval schemes and ground maintenance issues.  It was noted that any tenant representative wishing to join the steering group should contact Housing Services.

Dog Mess

Tenant Representatives asked that a letter be sent to residents complaining about dog mess.

Councillor Burton – Thank You

Councillor Burton wished to thank everyone involved in the Tenants Forum and wished the future chair of the forum the best of luck.
06.TF.123
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Tony Palmer had won the prize draw.

06.TF.124
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would take place on Thursday 24th May 2007.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.15pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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