
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 1st February 2007

Present:
Councillor L Henson (Chair),

Councillors Dearing, Don, C. Groome, Harrison, J. Henson, Hollobone and Tod.

06.PI.26
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor King for whom Councillor Tod was acting as a substitute.

06.PI.27
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8th November 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

06.PI.28
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared

a) Personal

None

b) Prejudicial

The Chair and Councillor J. Henson declared a potential prejudicial interest should the debate on the Budget Item refer to Fees and Charges in respect of hackney carriages and private hire vehicles, in view of the Chair’s business as a Taxi proprietor.

c) Declarations of Party Whip

None

06.PI.29
PUBLIC SPEAKERS



None

06.PI.30
INITIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME (A1)

Members received a report that requested them to consider as part of their scrutiny function, the Council’s draft budget proposals, and submit comments back to the Executive meeting to be held on 21st February 2007. 

In their deliberations in respect of the report, members considered the following items:-

· The provision in the Capital Programme for new IT equipment for members 

· The provision of a sum for Fleet Vehicle Tracking in order to improve the efficiency of allocating jobs

· Urgent need for repairs to the Square in Thorpe Malsor

· The need for satisfactory checks and balances to be in place with regard to the County Council’s Concessionary fares scheme

· The reasons for the reduction in car park income and the co-relating increase in the up take of concessionary fares

· The situation with regard to the need to lobby the Government with regard to an increase in Planning Delivery Grant

· The renewal of plant at Kettering Swimming Pool

· The re-lining of the Cremators at the Crematorium 

 

RESOLVED
that: -
The Executive be informed that this Committee submits the following comments in respect of the initial budget proposals to the Executive:

i) Urgent consideration should be given to the provision of a sum of money for repairs to the Square in Thorpe Malsor; and

ii)
the need for satisfactory checks and balances to be in place with regard to the County Council’s Concessionary Fares scheme.

06.PI.31
OLDER CITIZENS TASK AND FINISH GROUP – FINAL REPORT (A2)

Members received the final report of the Older Citizens’ Perspective Task and Finish Group. Councillor Titcombe, the Chair of the Group, was at the meeting and presented the report to the Committee. 

In their consideration of the report’s recommendations, members noted that under the ‘Maximising Income’ section that the need to ensure provision existed for persons aged between 50 and 65 having access to the employment market as well as access to advice with regard to available benefits. 

Members were informed that the Council had policies in place that prevented age discrimination. The Council’s processes for accessing ‘hard-to-reach’ groups were outlined to members, which were constantly reviewed so that as many people as possible can be contacted.

It was noted that the work of the Group would need constant attention and regular review.

RESOLVED
that :-

i) the report be accepted and forwarded to the Executive for consideration taking on board the comments made above; and

ii) the Group be thanked for its work and formally concluded.


06.PI.32
INTERIM REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A3)

Members received the interim report of the Constitutional Review Task and Finish Group. The report outlined the principles that the group had adopted for their work, the work completed to date and drew the Committee’s attention to its recommendation on call-in procedures. The Committee’s views were also sought in order to assist the Group in respect of ways to improve the effectiveness of Council meetings. 

In considering the Group’s recommendation members thought that it was important that a mechanism existed that prevented frivolous call-ins occurring, but which at the same time ensured that decisions were taken within the Council’s Budget and Policy framework. It was also considered that it might be better for the number of members who could request a Call-in was based on a percentage of the membership (40%) rather than an actual number, particularly if the size of the Council’s Scrutiny Committees changed in the future. 

With regard to the effectiveness of Council meetings, the general feeling of the meeting was that these were not working particularly well. It was felt that there needed to be a mechanism that would make clear the Constitutional provisions that enabled members to raise issues. It was also felt that the role of Council would need to be re-appraised in the future in the light of the likely forthcoming changes to the structure of local government.

RESOLVED

that::-

i) The work undertaken by the Group so far be noted;

ii) The comments of the Committee on the issues raised above be fed in to the Task and Finish process, and the Group reconsiders if it considers it appropriate to make further recommendations on these issues; and

iii) Councillor C. Groome be invited to attend a meeting of the Group to discuss the issues raised above.

06.PI.33
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE ECO FRIENDLY PROVISION TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A4)

Members received a report that asked them to agree the terms of reference for this newly established Task and Finish Group. It was noted that the Group would be asked to consider its work programme and who should be invited to provide evidence at its first meeting. 

Members requested that the Group also considered the following items :-

· Consider recommendations in respect of how national rules and regulations could be adapted to facilitate the building of eco-friendly houses in the Borough

· Consider the provision of a reward system for people adapting their properties to reduce energy costs

Members also noted that there needed to be an effective method of communicating these issues to residents of the Borough, particularly in respect of the benefits of reducing fuel poverty thus freeing up more disposable income.

RESOLVED
that the Terms of Reference submitted be approved and those issues outlined above be incorporated into the Group’s work programme.

06.PI.34
TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE RECYCLING TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A5)

Members received a report that requested them to approve the terms of reference for the re-established Recycling Task and Finish Group. It was noted that there was much to be done within the submitted terms, and that the Group would be requested to agree a work programme at its first meeting.

Members felt that there were parts of the terms of reference relating to problems with maggots, that needed addressing at an early stage by the Task and Finish Group. It was noted that the context within which these changes would be considered would be the retention of fortnightly collections. It was considered vital that this issue be approached from an educational perspective, and that the current advice given should be reviewed for its effectiveness. This was felt to be a high priority item for the Group to consider. It was noted that other local authorities were being consulted in respect of the success or otherwise of schemes that they had undertaken in respect of this issue.

RESOLVED
that the terms of reference as set out in the report be approved, subject to the comments above.

06.PI.35
CORPORATE PRIORITIES – 2007 ONWARDS (A6)

Members received a report that informed them of the headline corporate priorities for 2007 and beyond as approved by the Executive Committee. It was noted that a fuller report would be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee in respect of the Corporate Improvement Plan for 2007/08. 

RESOLVED
that members note the headline corporate priorities as approved by the Executive Committee.

06.PI.36
DECRIMINALISATION OF PARKING (A7)

A report was submitted that updated the members in respect of progress with the scheme for the Decriminalisation of Parking Enforcement, and requested them to pass any comments on to the Executive in respect of this issue.

Members considered that the Executive should maintain its existing position in respect of the matter with the County Council, and also consider ways of maintaining and enhancing the scheme by way of additional enforcement methods. Concern was also expressed with regard to parking issues in the Town and the failure to implement Traffic Orders and Residents Parking Schemes.
RESOLVED
that the Executive be informed that this Committee

i) supports the position of the Executive as resolved at its meeting held on 17th January 2007, and urges its members to maintain this position;

ii) urges that the present level of Traffic Warden service is maintained until this situation is resolved; 

iii) requests that consideration be given to hiring Police Officer/s time to supplement the enforcement of the Order; 

iv) requests the Executive to consider the provision of bollards at the top of Gold Street once the Experimental Order has become permanent; and

v) requests that the implementation of Road Traffic Orders and Residents Parking Schemes be expedited.

06.PI.37
WORK PROGRAMME (A8)

Members received the current work programme and noted its content. Members were informed that a detailed update report in respect of the latest position regarding local search fees would be submitted to its next meeting.

RESOLVED
that the content of the work programme be noted.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.07pm)

Signed____________________________

Chair
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