BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at an Extraordinary meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 17th January 2007

Present:

	Councillor 
M Bayes (Mayor)
	Councillor
M Harrison

	
"
C Lamb (The Deputy Mayor)
	
"
J Henson

	
"
L Adams
	
"
L Henson

	
"
P Anderson
	
"
P Hollobone

	
"
L Bunday
	
"
B Humfrey

	
"
J Burton
	
"
C Lamb

	
"
R Civil
	
"
M Malin

	
"
D Coe
	
"
J Padwick

	
"
P Corazzo
	
"
W Parker

	
"
M Dearing
	
"
G Rennie

	
"
M Don
	
"
S Scrimshaw

	
"
P Evans
	
"
C Smith-Haynes

	
"
T Freer
	
"
M Tebbutt

	
"
A Gordon
	
"
G Titcombe

	
"
C Groome
	
"
L Tod

	
"
R Groome
	
"
A Whitlam

	
"
J Hakewill
	
"
A Wiley


06.C.78
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E Brace, E Hales, MBE, Jones, King, M Lynch, S Lynch, Pote, West and Whyte.


Councillor Richardson did not attend.

06.C.79
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The following declarations of interest were made by Members in respect of Item 6 on the agenda:-

Councillor J Padwick
Personal interest as an employee


of Northamptonshire County Council 

Councillor W Parker
Personal interest as a Member of Northamptonshire County Council

Councillor R Civil
Personal interest as a Member of Northamptonshire County Council 

Councillor B Humfrey
Personal interest as a Member of Northamptonshire County Council.

Councillor L Adams
Personal interest as an employee of Northamptonshire County Council.

Councillor C Lamb
Personal interest as a Member of Northamptonshire County Council

The following declarations of interest were made collectively by the Chief Executive on behalf of all the following officers of Kettering Borough Council  in respect of Item 6 on the agenda:-

David Cook
Chief Executive

Martin Hammond
Deputy Chief Executive

Graham Soulsby
Deputy Chief Executive

Julia Beckett
Deputy Chief Executive

Jonathan Eatough
Head of Democratic and Legal Services

06.C.80
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENT


The Leader of the Council advised members that Councillor M Lynch was currently in hospital having had an operation.


The best wishes for a speedy recovery were extended to Councillor M Lynch.

06.C.81
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES

RESOLVED
that Council Procedure Rule 25.1 relating to the Rules of Debate be suspended for the duration of the meeting,

06.C.82
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER – STRONG AND PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES


A report was submitted which provided information to members to assist Council in discussion and which sought to arrive at a conclusion in respect of issues of local government structure and partnership working in the county.


The report was supplemented at the meeting by copies of the following documents:-

1.
A letter from Northampton Borough Council to all Northamptonshire County Councillors dated 17th January 2007

2.
A letter to Leaders of all Northamptonshire Borough and District Councils from Councillor J Harker of Northamptonshire County Council dated 9th January 2007

3.
A statement from Northamptonshire County Council 

4.
The report of the Chief Executive of Northamptonshire County Council to the Council dated 9th January 2007

5.
A letter from the Chief Executive of Kettering Borough Council to all members dated 17th January 2007

6.
A letter from the Leader of Kettering Borough Council to the Deputy Leader of Northamptonshire County Council dated 15th January 2007

7.
An e-mail from Eloise Finch of East Northamptonshire District Council to Northamptonshire County Councillors dated 17th January 2007

8.
A draft recommendation for Council to consider in respect of the report

It was noted that further documents listed in the report had been considered by the White Paper Working Group/ Sounding Board and were now available to all members on the Members' Intranet.

The Chief Executive gave a short resumé of the Council's decision at its meeting held on 13th December 2006 and reported on progress made by the White Paper Sounding Board (Task Group), which had met on two occasions.

It was noted that a special meeting of the Northamptonshire County Council was scheduled for 18th January 2007 and a County Council Cabinet meeting  would be held on 22nd January 2007.

The Chief Executive then outlined the options available to the Borough Council.  It was noted that the Executive Committee, which had met on the afternoon of 17th January, had adjourned and would reconvene  at a later date  to decide the Council's Corporate Priorities as these could possibly be affected by final proposals in relation to the future of local government in Northamptonshire.

He thanked members and officers for their work since the last meeting of the Council, stating that it was an excellent example of partnership working with members and officers of other local authorities in Northamptonshire.

It was noted that the Council should remain flexible as to how to respond to the unfolding situation, and that the Chief Executive would prefer members to take the final decision rather than to exercise delegated powers in this respect as outlined in Option 1 in the report.

Councillor W Parker then clarified Northamptonshire County Council's stance and read out the resolution made at the meeting held on 9th January.  He explained the reasons for the resolution and added that the County Council Cabinet would make the final decision on Monday, 22nd January. 

In responding to Councillor Parker, the Chief Executive explained the options open to the County Council, including the option of a virtual unitary authority for Northamptonshire, and clarified the Borough/District's understanding of the options.

The Leader of the Council summarised the practical implications of the options in respect of back and front office services and a single integrated structure.  It was noted that, in order for a county-wide unitary authority to succeed, an entire raft of management experience and expertise would disappear from the Districts and Boroughs with a single remote physical point for managing the delivery of services being necessary.  He added that the preferred option of the Boroughs/Districts was for a model that developed and delivered best practice, drove forward further improvements to public and voluntary sector services in the area and which responded to the challenges and opportunities as outlined in the White Paper.

The CPA performance of Northamptonshire County Council and the potential impact of its financial situation on Boroughs/Districts was noted.

The statement made by the Leader of the Northamptonshire County Council in his letter to Borough and District Councils was discussed in respect of the perception of future funding of county areas "as if we were unitary".  It was felt that the statement was confusing and may refer to efficiency savings.

Debate then ensued on the options as put forward in the report.  It was felt that option (ii) contained in paragraph 5.1 of the report was the preferred option of the Council.  It was noted that the attendees of the Sounding Board/Working Group would be invited to participate in the debate at the re-convened Executive Committee meeting to be held on 22nd January if Council supported the option of referring the matter to the Executive..

In conclusion to the debate the Leader of the Council thanked members of all political parties and officers for their work over recent weeks on this issue.  

It was proposed by Councillor Corazzo,  seconded by Councillor Freer and subsequently

RESOLVED
that:-


(ii)
this Council does not support a unitary county council or a virtual unitary county council;


(ii)
this Council notes and endorses the progress made with other Districts/Boroughs and invites Northamptonshire County Council to join in the development and delivery of a "Best for the Rest" proposal;


(iii)
this Council joins with other councils and seeks stakeholder support for a response to government on the White Paper, which:-

· develops and delivers best practice

· drives further improvement to public and voluntary sector services in the area

· responds to the many challenges and opportunities in the White Paper


(iv)
on the basis of the remit detailed in (iii) above, respond jointly with other councils to the government; and


(v)
the final response on behalf of the Council be submitted to the reconvened Executive Committee;

The meeting started at 6.30 pm and ended at 7.40 pm

Signed ..............................................................

The Mayor

AI

(Extraordinary Council No. 1)

17.1.07


