Date of Publication: 23rd February 2007

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	21st February 2007
	From 7.00 pm to 8.40 pm


APOLOGIES:

None.

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Corazzo and Don


	Four members of the public were present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor James Burton
	Personal Interest in Item 11 as the Council's representative on the committee of Outreach Community Transport (Shopmobility)


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 2nd March 2007 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	06.RD.59


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 19th February to 30th June 2007 be noted.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08

	06.RD.60


	A06/038
	8
	


SPEAKERS:
Councillor Paul Corazzo

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the Council's Corporate Asset Management Team be requested to evaluate the request to include a capital scheme to resurface the village square at Thorpe Malsor and report back to the Executive in due course;


(ii)
the level of the average weekly council house rent be increased by 5% to £54.65 for 2007/08 (effective from 2nd April 2007);

RECOMMENDED

that:-


(iii)
the revised General Fund Budget (2006/07 and draft General Fund Budget (2007/08) as identified in the Budget Model at Appendix "B" to the report be approved by Council;


(iv)
a preferred level of Council Tax (Band D equivalent) for 2007/08 and associated Medium Term Financial forecast be approved by Council as follows:-

	Band
	A
	B*
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Proposed Council tax for 2007/08
	£120.57
	£140.66
	£160.76
	£180.85
	£221.04
	£261.23
	£301.42
	£361.70

	Increase per week (pence)
	11p
	12p
	14p
	16p
	19p
	23p
	26p
	32p

	% increase
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%
	4.75%

	* represents the average level of the household bill within the district relating purely to Kettering Borough Council's budget.



(v)
the Capital Programme (2007-2010) as outlined in Appendix "C" to the report be approved by Council; and


(vi)
the draft Housing Revenue Account estimates for 2007/08 as outlined in Appendix "D" to the report be approved by Council.

REASONS

To take account of the recommendations of the Tenants Forum in respect Housing Rents.

To take account of issues raised as a result of the budget consultation process.

The process of setting the Budget and Council Tax is in accordance with statutory obligations and the Council's Constitution.

To enable the Executive to make final budget proposals to the Full Council on 28th February 2007.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

	06.RD.61


	A06/048
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the work undertaken to support local businesses develop a Town Centre Partnership and Business Improvement District be endorsed and continuation of this support be approved; and


(ii)
in the event that an application for external funding is not successful, the Council continue to support the partnership without BIDS if necessary.

REASONS

To give practical support to a business-led initiative by 18 supporting businesses to attract further investment in Kettering Town Centre.

To ensure Kettering retains its position as the premier shopping centre in North Northamptonshire.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	A PROPOSAL FOR MILL ROAD PARK AND ST MARY'S SCHOOL, KETTERING

	06.RD.62


	A06/054
	9
	


SPEAKERS:
Mrs Keli Watts


Councillor Maggie Don

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the application by St Mary's School to DfES for funding be supported;


(ii)
approval be given to the use of the Council's land to facilitate the redevelopment and the improvement of the community facilities;


(iii)
the creation of a Service Level Agreement which protects and enhances community use of the open space and promotes the use of school buildings for extended services be approved; and


(iv)
a Steering Group of five members be set up to look at design and community issues.

REASONS

Mill Road and St Mary's School are in one of the Neighbourhood Co-ordination areas and, therefore, an agreed focus for quality of life improvements in the new William Knibb and adjacent wards.

The park seems underused and there continues to be some anti-social uses of the area.

The proposal represents an opportunity to use the urban green space in a different way, to enhance and increase its use by local people and, additionally,  provide an external facility and environment for the new school. 

The buildings could be used for various extended services including parent support programmes, community based health and social care services, adult education, childcare and as a one stop shop, although the exact configuration would need to be the subject of more consultation and assessment. .

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Not to give support for the proposal.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	OUTREACH COMMUNITY TRANSPORT (SHOPMOBILITY)

	06.RD.63


	A06/057
	11
	


SPEAKERS:
Mr Mick Scrimshaw

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the proposed new service level agreement with Hearing Health and Mobility based on the specification set out in the report be endorsed.

REASONS:


The new Service Level Agreement provides a £3,000 saving from the existing agreement.

The new Service Level Agreement would offer an enhanced service from Monday-Saturday.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
To retender the service, with the risk that there would be an interruption of service. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LAWRENCES FACTORY DEVELOPMENT SITE, DESBOROUGH

	06.RD.64


	A06/063
	12
	


SPEAKER:
Mrs June Derbyshire
RESOLVED:

that:-


 (i)
approval be given to the disposal of the Social Housing element of the site to Nottingham Community Housing Association for £500,000 on a long leasehold basis and for this capital receipt to fund site services and infrastructure for the site;


(ii)
if funding is available through an external source (East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA) / Northamptonshire Enterprise Limited) redevelopment of Phase 2 to detailed planning stage be progressed;


(iii)
 if funding is unavailable as described in (ii) above, approval be sought to market Phase 2 of the site through design competition route which would include the best financial offer and highest possible "eco" design standards, subject to financial constraints (there may be further EMDA funding at this stage); and


(iv)
the purchase of 21/21a Harborough Road be pursued if EMDA funding is made available.

(NB: It was agreed that officers of Kettering Borough Council would arrange a further briefing session for members of Desborough Town Council on the proposals and timescales.)

REASONS:

Work on the Lawrence's Factory Site redevelopment has been guided by the Urban Design Framework for Desborough, two studies carried out by Gibson Hamilton, and additional feasibility work carried out through the Lawrences Project Steering Group.

Nottingham Community Housing Association's scheme was considered to offer the best value for money in addition to high quality, sustainable design, achieving eco-homes "excellent" standard.

Phase 2 of the project will incorporate new-build office space, specialist retail fronting onto Harborough Road and the refurbishment of the old factory building to incorporate community uses and residential apartments.


ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2006 IN RESPECT OF SCHEDULE 12A TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

	06.RD.65


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 in respect of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DISPOSAL OF 6 STATION ROAD

	06.RD.66


	A06/062
	13
	


RESOLVED:

that the disposal of 6 Station Road to Bee Bee Developments on the terms and at the purchase price set out in the report be approved.

REASONS:


In selecting the preferred bidder through the design competition the following considerations were taken into account:-

· the financial offer

· the mix of proposed uses

· the impact in architectural terms of each proposed scheme

· the way in which the proposals related to the town centre masterplan

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
None.
Record of Decisions No. 1
21.2.07


