B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 29th November 2006

Present:


Chair:
Councillor Christopher Groome
Rothwell Town Council:
Councillor Alan Pote
Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Maureen Jerram
Desborough Town Council:
Councillor James Putt

Councillor Doreen Bindley

Barton Seagrave Parish Council
Councillor Lamb (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council, Kettering Borough Council and Northants County Council)

Arthur Mitchelson


Margaret Mitchelson

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor  Coe (also representing Desborough Town Council)

Councillor Pat Evans


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council) 
Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police:
Inspector Dick Aistrop
Kettering Borough Council
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Kettering Borough Council
Guy Holloway (Corporate Development)


Kettering Borough Council

Sarah Goodman (Forum Administrator)

06.A6TF.33
ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED

that Councillor Christopher Groome 



be elected as Chair for the meeting.
06.A6TF.34
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Maurice Bayes, Cedwein Brown, Mark Dearing, David Whyte, David Jones, Margaret Talbot, David Soans and Ivan Cox.  
06.A6TF.35
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 28th September 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

06.A6TF.36
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Pote declared a personal interest in item 5 on the agenda as a member of the Rothwell Joint Action Group.  All those present at the meeting declared a personal interest in item 7 on the agenda – Town and Parish Council Funding.
06.A6TF.37
POLICE REPORT


Inspector Dick Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting and the crime statistics for the Northern Police Area were discussed.


Comment was made on the following issues:-

· There was some dissatisfaction with Policing in Burton Latimer and there had been no Police attendance at BLAST meetings recently

· Anti social behaviour statistics for Burton Latimer had not been made available to BLAST

· The new local constable for Burton Latimer was Liz Feakin

· The introduction of Safer Community Teams should give more visible policing

· Following a break in at the Burton Latimer Community Centre the Police had not visited to take a statement (Inspector Aistrop advised that this would only be done if a prosecution was likely) 
· There were issues with underage drinking in Burton Latimer and a focus meeting had been arranged for 13th February 2007
· A recent incident in Piggotts Lane, Burton Latimer had consisted of three elements, however Police posters asking for information only detailed one part of the incident  - this gave concern over police crime statistics 

· A Police operation to tackle underage drinking was being planned 
· Dispersal Orders covering Burton Latimer, Desborough and the Grange shopping precinct would be introduced on 2007
· Five Safer Community Teams would be introduced in the Borough, starting with the town centre and St Andrews areas
· Safer Community Teams would consist of dedicated Police Officers and Police Community Support Officers
· Joint Action Groups would be formed for each Safer Community Team
· It was requested that operators in the control room remind callers to note the incident numbers when reporting crimes

· Thanks were extended to the Police for their assistance with the Desborough Gala night

· There had been a number of incidents at the Cooperative Hall, Havelock Street, Desborough which had not been caught on the adjacent CCTV camera  - Martin Hammond advised that improvements to the CCTV system had been in included in the capital programme for the coming 3 years

· Discussions were taking place on the extension of the Pubwatch scheme to Desborough

· The possibility of texting control centres, similar to the Text to Tell service, was discussed and  martin Hammond gave an undertaking to investigate this

· The changes to the service station on the A14 had resulted in far fewer ‘drive offs’

· Town Council’s would prefer the local officer or PCSO to attend meetings, rather than an Inspector from elsewhere

· Safer Community Teams would not operate on a 24/7 basis

Inspector Aistrop was thanked for his attendance.

(Inspector Aistrop left the meeting at 8.02pm)
06.A6TF.38
PEOPLES PANEL
Guy Holloway attended the meeting and provided an update on the recent Peoples Panel consultation exercise including feedback on recycling, wind farm, cleanliness and satisfaction with the Council. It was noted that a further survey would be undertaken in early 2007 and the meeting was asked to consider any questions that could be included. The following points made by members of the Forum were noted, some of which could help shape future questions:

· Basal growth of trees and removal of weeds needed attention and would be best contracted to the Borough Council from the County Council – question could be phrased as ‘what would most improve street scene’
· More litter bins and dog litter bins would be welcomed

· Trees in Desborough Recreation Ground needed trimming  - Martin Hammond to advise Godfrey Shaw
· Recent repairs to a water main in Desborough had resulted in the lifting of block paving which had since been replaced with tarmac
· Lorries in Desborough accessing building sites had caused damage to pavements

· Partner organisations were offered the opportunity of including questions in the Peoples Panel survey

· Include a question on awareness of the new customer service centres in the A6 Towns

· Include question on ‘Kettering as a place to live’   
· Encourage more youth participation

· Lack of routine maintenance on drains

  Guy Holloway was thanked for attending the meeting. 

06.A6TF.39
TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING

A report was submitted to inform members of the decisions taken by the Executive with regards to Town and Parish Council funding and to outline the consultation process for proposed grants for 2007/08. 

It was noted that the Executive had agreed to adopt a banding system using the tax base as a basis for allocation. It was also noted  that for any Town or Parish Council receiving a decreased allocation ‘damping’ would take place. It was noted that consultation with Town and Parish Councils would take place up to 10th January 2007. It was 


RESOLVED

that the report be noted.
06.A6TF.40
BUDGET PROCESS 2007/08 

A report was submitted detailing the timetable for the budgetary process. 
06.A6TF.41
FURTHER ELECTORAL REVIEW OF KETTERING BOROUGH

A report was submitted to notify members of the forum of the decision of the Electoral Commission in respect of the Boundary Committee for England’s final recommendations in respect of its further electoral review of the Borough, with regard to the A6 Towns. 


Details of the changes were provided to the meeting and clarification was sought on the change to the Burton Latimer Ward. 


NB - Members of the Forum requested clarification in respect of the area of land included in the new Burton Latimer Ward that was previously in the Barton Ward, albeit with no electors. It was identified as being the area immediately to the north of the A14 and the east of the A6.

(Councillor Bindley declared an interest in the following item)
06.A6TF.42
MANSFIELD CLOSE, DESBOROUGH CAR PARK RESURFACING

A report was submitted regarding the Mansfield Close Car Park and it was noted that a bid had been submitted to the capital programme for 2008/09. In the mean time pot holes would be repaired on an ad hoc basis.
06.A6TF.43
NEWSROUND


Barton Seagrave
· Grays Field – thanks to Pia Bellamy for the work to date on this project

Burton Latimer 
· Late night shopping 1st December
· Farmers market 2nd December
· New newsletter available

· Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church

· Dentist was not going to be coming to Burton Latimer following Primary Care Trust cuts 

Desborough

· Recreation ground railings had been painted and new signage was awaited

Rothwell

· Gala Night on 1st December 6pm – 8pm

· Kleen Sweep a success

· PCSO working well

· Service Centre working well
· Drainage at Bovis Homes, Jubilee Street was insufficient 

· Market Square Improvements – ask Martin Hammond to visit site
· Christmas Tree Festival
06.A6TF.44
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

· Open Space Strategy – Pia Bellamy
· Local Development Framework progress with the spatial plan and in handling current development pressures
· Feedback from recent local development workshops

· KBC Budget

· Health Service Budget and service delivery pressures ealth – Richard Tilt (June 07)
06.A6TF.45
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would take place at 7.00 pm on 14th February 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.02 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

A6 Towns Forum No. 6
29.11.06


