KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 27th November 2006 

Present: 

Councillors Anderson (Chair), Councillors Adams, Brace, Bunday, Burton, Civil, Corazzo, P. Evans, Freer, Gordon, Hales, Lamb, S. Lynch, Parker, Rennie and Scrimshaw.

N. Griffin (Newlands Centre), (Deputy Chair)

M. Scrimshaw (Shopmobility), G. Bale (Kettering Taxi Association). S. Hallam (Northants Fire Service), PC Tony White (Kettering Police) Sybil Gregory (Ability Northants)

Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive – Kettering Borough Council)

Simon Richardson (Senior Planning Officer – Kettering Borough Council)

Deborah Snow (Performance Improvement Manager)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)

06.KTF.29
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Don, J. Henson, L. Henson, Jones, King, M. Lynch, Malin, Mayhew CC, Smith-Haynes and Tod. Joan Neal (Ability Northants), Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch), Robert Emery (Tresham Institute), Keli Watts (Chamber of Trade) and James Putt (A6 Towns Forum).

Councillors P. Evans and Lamb were acting as substitutes for Councillors Smith-Haynes and Jones respectively.

06.KTF.30
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 4th September and 10th October 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair.

06.KTF.31
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor Anderson (Chair of the Forum) notified members that if any debate on Item 7 (On Street Drinking Order) referred to individual town centre premises, then he would need to declare a prejudicial interest as a Manager of a Licensed Premises in the Town and leave the meeting.

Councillor S. Lynch declared an interest in Item 7 as her daughter was a Police Officer.

06.KTF.32
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Mr David Atkinson of Kettering Leisure Village (KLV) was present at the meeting and spoke to members of the Forum in respect of Item 10 on the Agenda, Impact of the 2012 Olympics on Kettering. He outlined the potential for supporting either a small national team, or part of a larger nation’s team, the facilities KLV could offer and also the facilities that existed within the Town. He thanked the Council for the support that had been provided already in respect of this issue.

Mr John Gaziano was also present at the meeting and requested to address the Forum in respect of publicising the facility for public speaking at meetings of the full Council, and also requested responses to a number of questions in respect of Morrison’s Car Park. Although neither item featured on the Agenda, the Chair of the Forum agreed that he could speak as they related to the Town of Kettering. It was agreed that responses to the questions would be provided for Mr Gaziano in writing in due course, and that copies would be circulated to members of the Forum.

06.KTF.33
NORTHANTS FIRE SERVICE

Shaun Hallam of the Northants Fire Service was present at the meeting and spoke about the recent re-organisation of the Fire Service and the impact on operational procedures and staffing of the changes and his role in service provision.

Members of the Forum noted and welcomed the following initiatives:-

· Initiatives to increase home fire safety checks for vulnerable people

· Community safety initiatives

· The development of closer working relationships with local authorities

· Attendance by Fire Officers at Members’ Surgeries

· Initiatives to improve relationships with employers of retained firefighters

· Accident prevention initiatives

· The possible inclusion of details regarding home fire safety checks in the Tenants Forum newsletter

· Provision of fire safety awareness for Carers

The Chair thanked Mr Hallam for his attendance at the meeting.

06.KTF.34
PEOPLES’ PANEL

A report was submitted that provided members of the Forum with the results of the latest Peoples Panel consultation exercise, which highlighted key issues from the report particularly relating to the Town of Kettering.

Details of the timing and the response rate to the survey were provided along with the topics which people were questioned about. Members of the Forum were also provided with survey headlines in respect of individual topics. 

AGREED

that the report be noted.

06.KTF.35
ON STREET DRINKING ORDER


A reported was submitted that updated the Forum in respect of the introduction of further Designated Public Places Orders that allow the police to take action against those causing anti-social behaviour by consuming alcohol in the street.


PC Tony White of the Police Safer Communities Team was present at the meeting and addressed members of the Forum in respect of the impact of the Dispersal orders, the Alcohol Free Zone and the forthcoming arrangements for the Festive Period.


It was noted that the change to licensing laws had not resulted in an increase in drink-related offences in the Town of Kettering. This was due to the co-operation of all stakeholders with an interest in licensed premises in the Town Centre. It was also noted that the number of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) would be increasing shortly for the Town of Kettering, and that their introduction was seen as a valuable additional resource.


Members of the Forum were notified if persons were subject to a Dispersal Order this would not be recorded against them, although repetitious offending would deem them likely to be subject to other measures. It was further noted that the sale of alcohol from corner shops was due to be examined shortly.

AGREED
that the decision of the Executive in respect of the extension of the On Street Drinking Order be noted.

06.KTF.36
VERBAL UPDATE ON 2006 CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS

Members received an update in respect of arrangements for the forthcoming festive season. Partner organisations were thanked for their support.

06.KTF.37
BUDGET PROCESS – 2007/08

Members of the Forum were notified of the Council’s timetable for this year’s budgetary process.

06.KTF.38
IMPACT OF 2012 OLYMPICS ON KETTERING

A report was submitted detailing the involvement of the Borough in respect of the 2012 Olympic Games, and of local club and athlete development. Members noted the comments of David Atkinson earlier in the meeting and applauded the efforts of KLV in respect of this issue. It was suggested that correspondence with the appropriate bodies be commenced to move the issue forward.

06.KTF.39
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION/GROWTH AREA PRESSURES INCLUDING MILTON KEYNES:SOUTH MIDLANDS DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS


A report was submitted that updated the Forum in respect of Town centre re-generation initiatives and policy development in light of growth area pressures. Particular reference was made to the following issues:-

· Master Planning

· Conservation Area Review

· Local Development Framework

· Funding Bids

Members discussed the issue of service convergence, the role 

of partners and the impact that this would have on the Municipal 

Offices and other buildings in the area.  

The results of the Conservation Area Review would play a key 

role in developing this part of the Town.


AGREED
that :-

i) the report be noted; and

ii) the Forum be kept informed and updated in respect of issues involving the regeneration of Kettering Town Centre at future meetings.

06.KTF.40
RECYCLING


Members of the Forum received a report that updated them in respect of progress on the development of the Council’s recycling service and changes and how further improvements to the service would be considered.

06.KTF.41
FURTHER ELECTORAL REVIEW OF KETTERING BOROUGH


Members of the Forum were notified that the Order defining the new Ward Boundary arrangements for the Council would be received on 29th November 2006.


It was also noted that publicity would be provided for these new arrangements prior to next year’s elections, and training for Council members would also be provided on this issue, and on other changes to electoral legislation.

06.KTF.42
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

5th February 2007 at 7.00pm.

06.KTF.22
AGENDA ITEMS


Budget 2007/08


Tresham Institute – St Mary’s Road Campus re-development.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.55pm)

Signed________________________________

Chair

iw
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