BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 5th July 2004


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillor Rennie  




Mark Bower (Independent Member)




Gordon Shorley (Parish Council Representative)


Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

04.STA.1

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T 


Evans and R Groome and Lloyd Landry.
04.STA.2

MINUTES






04.STA.3

MATTERS OF URGENCY




None.
04.STA.4

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.

04.STA.5

MEMBERS INTERESTS (A1)





A report was submitted requesting the Committee to 



consider the existing version of the Council’s 




Code of Conduct and Guide to the Register of Members’ 


Interests and the actual Register and to determine if any 


changes should be recommended to full Council. 




It was noted that the Standards Committee had last 



reviewed the Code of Conduct on 14th October 2002 and 


no changes had been recommended at that time. It was 


also noted that the Standards Board for England was 



currently reviewing the Code and changes recommended 


by them would be consulted on prior to any change. 




With regard to the Register of Members Interests it was 


noted that the Monitoring Officer checked the entries at 


least twice per year and Members were written to on an 


annual basis reminding them of their obligation to 



reconsider their entries.




Details of the recommendations from the recent Ethical 


Governance Audit were provided to the meeting. Having 


considered the report it was 






04.STA.6

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS WORKING 




TOGETHER(A2)



A report was submitted requesting members to consider the existing protocol on councillor::staff relations and to consider whether any changes should be recommended to full Council. 

It was noted that the Standards Committee had last reviewed the protocol on Councillor: Staff relations on 20th October 2003 and no changes had been recommended at that time. 

Comments made as part of the Ethical Governance Audit were provided to the meeting. Having considered the report it was 

 




(The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 7.20pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

STANDARDS COMMITTEE 5TH July 2004

ACTION SHEET

	Minute Number
	Action Required
	By Whom
	By When

	2/2/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.26
	Forward copy of Ethical Governance Audit to Overview
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.26
	Analyse recommendations of EGA and report subsequent constitution amendments to overview
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.27
	Training on local determinations at each meeting
	JME/ Chair
	Ongoing

	03.STA.27
	Provide details of local determination hearings to members 
	JME
	Ongoing

	03.STA .28
	Amend constitution on code of conduct
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.28
	Draft a  bullet point list for those staff dealing with contractors
	JME
	5/4/04

	03.STA.28
	Revised code to next meeting
	JME
	5/4/04

	03.STA.30
	Amend constitution
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.30
	MO to clarify recommendation (e)
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.30
	Procedure for cases reported to the Chair of Standards
	JME
	5/4/04

	N/A
	Carry out skills audit for members
	SJG
	Ongoing

	5/4/04
	
	
	

	03.STA.36
	Provide evening training session
	JME/Chair
	July 2004 

	03.STA.36
	Contact Peter Keith-Lucas to ascertain use of training material
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.36
	Incorporate standards training in all members training sessions
	JME
	Ongoing

	03.STA.36
	Members Bulletin to include reference to recent cases 
	JME
	Ongoing

	03.STA.37
	Amend pre-hearing and hearing processes (including Form C)
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.37
	Amended processes be forwarded to Executive and Council
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.37
	Amended processes be circulated to Standards Committee members
	JME
	ASAP

	03.STA.39
	Submit response to Section 66 Consultation
	JME
	By 18/5/04 

	03.STA.40
	Committee on Standards in Public Life – Report views of Standards Committee
	JME
	By 22/4/04

	5/7/04
	
	
	

	04.STA.5
	Model Code of Conduct – Recommend changes to full Council
	JME
	ASAP

	04.STA.6
	Councillor: Staff relations – recommend change to full Council
	JME
	ASAP

	
	Issue Members Interest forms to Independent members of Standards Committee
	SJG
	6/7/04


RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th April 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair. 





RESOLVED


That the Model Code of Conduct remain unchanged at this time


That current practices in respect of the monitoring and updating of the Register remain unchanged


That the recommended changes, as detailed in the report, to the Guide to the Register of Members’ Interests are recommended to Council for approval.





RESOLVED


that the following amendment be recommended to Council:


Section 2.1 – Political groups do not meet together prior to Planning Committees 

















Standards Committee No.1
5.7.04


