BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 2nd October 2006 


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillors R Groome, Hakewill and Rennie     




Jo Frier (Independent Member)


Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

05.STA.28

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Margaret 



Talbot, Mark Bower and Councillor Ruth Groome for her 


late arrival. 
05.STA.29

MINUTES






05.STA.30

MATTERS OF URGENCY




None.
05.STA.31

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.
04.STA.32

UPDATE REPORT (A1)


A report was submitted to update members on a number 

of ongoing matters. Details were provided as follows:




Recruitment of Independent Standards Member




It was noted that two applicants would be interviewed on 


19th October 2006. Discussion ensued on the possibility 


of recruiting both applicants. The need to balance 



retention of independent members against the possibility 


of them becoming ‘institutionalised’, term of office for 



independent members and the chair was also discussed. 


It was suggested that an appropriate term of office was 


four years linked to the Borough election cycle. 




The following points were suggested for inclusion in a 



draft set of rules relating to independent members of the 


Standards Committee:

· Term of office to be 4 years

· Two longest serving independent members to stand down in April 2007

· Positions be advertised

· If no suitable applicants the two existing independent members can be reselected   

· Provision be made for an independent member to stand down even if 

· All members of the Standards Committee be requested to attend the January meeting to discuss this issue

(Councillor Rennie joined the meeting at  7.07pm)












(Councillor Ruth Groome joined the meeting at 7.25pm)




Payment for Town and Parish Representatives 




It was noted that the Independent Review Panel would be 


reconvening in the coming months to discuss the impact 


of the Boundary Review on Borough Councillors. It was 


noted that they could also consider the remuneration for 


Town and Parish Councillors on the Standards 




Committee. Discussion ensued of the lack of public 



awareness of the work of Standards Committee’s and it 


was suggested that these could be publicised at libraries. 




Constitutional Review – Update




Standards Committee Hearing Procedure Rules




It was noted that these may need amendment following 


the changes to the Code of Conduct in December 2006.




Gifts and Hospitality Procedure Rules




It was noted that this appeared to be working well and the 


level for declaration was £25. Discussion ensued on the 


current level being increased and the accrual of gifts. 



Discussion ensued on councillors involvement in the pre-


planning issues in view of the impending development in 


the area. It was noted that all councillors had to be 



trained before they could sit on a Planning Committee.  It 


was 





Councillors and Co-opted members’ Code of Conduct




It was noted this would be reported to the next meeting of 


the Standards Committee.




A Guide to the Register of Members’ Interests




It was noted that this would be reported to the next 



meeting of the Standards Committee if required.




Staff Code of Conduct




It was noted that this had yet to be finalised.




Protocol on Councillor/Staff Relations


It was noted that 2 sessions had been held with 15 
Councillors attending, feedback from the first session was 
provided to the Committee. Discussion ensued on the low 
attendance rate and the possibility of making the training 
compulsory for newly elected Councillors, although it was 
noted that it was covered as part of the induction process. 


Whistleblowing Policy


It was noted that this would be reviewed at the April 2007 
Standards Committee meeting and a summary of cases 
provided. 


Protocol on Open Government 


It was noted that this would be considered at the October 
2007 meeting of the Standards Committee.


Training


It was noted that Northampton Borough Council were 
holding a session on 9th October 2006 on Code of 
Conduct for Councillors which members of the Committee 
were welcome to attend. 


It was 





Report of the Chair




It was noted that the next Independent Members Forum 


for Northamptonshire would be held on 30th October  



2006 at Northampton Borough Council and any 



Independent Members were welcome to attend. 




A Question of Standards – The Cornerstone Paper 


and the Response of the Standards Board for 



England 




These were provided to the Committee. 




‘Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: 


The Future’




It  was noted that this would be in the New Year.

The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.20pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on  6th April  2006 be approved and signed by the Chair. 





RESOLVED


(i) that Jonathan Eatough draft a set of rules on the recruitment and retention of independent members. 








RESOLVED


That David Cook’s introductory talk on the history of Standards Committees be included as part of the new Councillor induction process.





RESOLVED


That Jonathan Eatough prepare an article for the Members Insight Bulletin on Gifts and Hospitality.


That Jonathan Eatough ascertain if £25 was a standard amount nationally for declaration of gifts and hospitality








Standards Committee No.1
2.10.06


