KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 7th December 2006

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), P Evans, J Henson, Pote, Don, Corazzo, Tebbutt and Tod

Tenant Representatives

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Ruby Driscol – Windsor Gardens

Tom Oughton – Yeomans Court

Barbara Fox – Yeomans Court

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Brian Kimpton – Counties T & R

Tony Palmer – Windsor Gardens

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Colin Medlycott – Ivy Road

Adrian Ward 

Barry Woodcock – Centre Parade

Brian Eldridge – Thorngate Street

Also Present
John Conway (Head of Housing)

Leona Mantle (Housing)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Neal Gibson (Housing)

Godfrey Shaw (Head of Environmental Care)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

06.TF.67
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Dorothy Guilford and Councillor Tod sent in her apologies for being late.

06.TF.68
DECLERATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Burton declared an interest as the Portfolio Holder for Housing.

06.TF.69
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 7th November 2006 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chair.

06.TF.70
MATTERS ARISING

Kettering Town Centre Action Plan and Urban Extension

It was reported that Councillor Burton asked for an extension to the consultation period for the Kettering Town Centre Action Plan and Urban Extension plan at the Executive Committee but the motion fell as the government had set up the consultation period.

It was noted that there would be a second consultation period and it was

AGREED
that this item would be brought back to a future meeting.

06.TF.71
VISITORS RIGHT TO SPEAK

No visitors attended the meeting.

06.TF.72
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES

An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

It was reported that the door replacement programme was a five year programme starting in the rural areas of the borough.

06.TF.73
ENVIRONMENTAL CARE 

The Head of Environmental Care attended the meeting and gave a presentation on Street Cleansing which covered: -

· Strategic Influences

· Where were we?

· The Kettering way – How we improve

· Problem areas

· Initial aims and objectives

· 10 areas for improvement

· Press involvement

· Where we are now

After the presentation discussion took place and the following points were noted: -

· Problems with weeds – The possibility of a new way to kill weeds to be looked at

· It was suggested that the stubber plates on top of bins should be replaced by ashtrays

· Problems with rubbish and leaves left in the street – This would be investigated

· The bins at Windsor Gardens have nothing to rest the lids on

· Problems with graffiti were reported but it was noted that the Council were not yet able to remove graffiti from private property for legal reasons

· It was reported that leaves were a huge problem at Saxon Close, Desborough and an officer would visit the area to view the problem

Councillor Pote stated he would contact the portfolio holder at Northamptonshire County Council for roads and voice the concerns of the Tenants Forum regarding the state of the gullies in the borough.

06.TF.74
HOMELESSNESS AND HOUSING OPTIONS

The Head of Housing advised tenants on the strategic approach that the Council is taking to increase housing options for households which are threatened with homelessness.

It was reported that work was underway to introduce Choice Based Lettings during 2007 which would offer several distinct advantages over traditional forms of housing allocation.

It was noted that the choice based lettings system had been successful in many areas of the country but there needed to be a lot of publicity on introducing the system to minimise teething problems.

It was noted that work was taking place on a building in Montagu Street in Kettering which would hopefully provide five new hostel units.  It was 

AGREED
that more information on Choice Based Lettings would be brought back to the forum in the New Year.

06.TF.75
TENANTS PARTICIPATION OFFICER UPDATE

It was reported that a recruitment advert would be going to press in January for the revised post of Housing Communication Officer.

06.TF.76
PI REPORT FROM TENANTS FORUM MONITORING GROUP

A report was distributed summarising the information discussed at the Tenants Forum Monitoring Group meeting held on 30th November 2006.

Councillor Burton thanked the Tenants Forum Monitoring Group for all their hard work during the year.

06.TF.77
CONNECT – IDEAS FOR THE NEXT EDITION

The following items were suggested for inclusion in a future edition of Connect: -

· Fire and rescue service home safety checks

· Smoke alarm batteries

· Area Action Plan second phase consultation

It was noted that the new Tenant Participation Officer would be dealing with Connect but an editorial panel meeting would be arranged in the New Year to discuss the next edition.

06.TF.78
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Anti social behaviour and policing issues

· Report from partner housing association

· Under occupancy of houses

· Neighbourhood watch scheme

06.TF.79
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

06.TF.
80
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Barbara Fox and Vi Dillon had won the prize draw.

06.TF.81
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would take place on Thursday 11th January 2007.

Councillor Burton thanked the Tenants for participating this year and wished everyone a lovely Christmas and happy New Year. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.05pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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