KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 7th November 2006

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), P Evans, J Henson, Pote, Don, Corazzo and Tebbutt

Tenant Representatives

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Ruby Driscol – Windsor Gradens

Josephine Copson – Alfred Street

Moira Brown – Highfield Road

Tom Oughton – Yeomans Court

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Brian Kimpton – Counties T & R

Tony Palmer – Windsor Gardens

Mark Gudyer – Highfield Road

Susan Milne – Naseby Road

Dorothy Guilford – Windsor Gardens

Colin Medlycott – Ivy Road

Also Present
John Conway (Head of Housing)

Leona Mantle (Housing)

Nigel Richards (Housing)

Neal Gibson (Housing)

Lynsey Hillman-Gamble (Planning)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

06.TF.55
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Tod, Ron Ainsworth, Barry Woodcock and Barbara Fox.

06.TF.56
DECLERATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Burton declared an interest as the Portfolio Holder for Housing.

06.TF.57
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 12th October 2006 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chair.

06.TF.58
MATTERS ARISING

Tenant Participation Officer

It was noted that a consultation agency would be redesigning the vacancy advert which would be going to press shortly.

06.TF.59
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN AND URBAN EXTENSION ACTION PLAN

Planners attended the meeting to introduce the Kettering Town Centre Action Plan and Urban Extension Action Plan.

After discussion it was felt that the document was not user friendly, there was not enough time to respond and Councillor Burton was to ask for an extension to the consultation period at the Executive Committee.

Further discussions took place and Tenants suggested the following formal response: -

· In the Town Centre there should be housing accommodation over shops for childless households.  

· Tenants were happy with the way the surrounding area was at the moment.

· It was very important for the infrastructure to be in place before anything else.

· Affordable housing should be integrated as part of any urban extension.

· Affordable housing to comprise 40% of the overall housing provision for the urban extension.

06.TF.60
ESTATE WALKABOUTS

It was reported that the estate walkabouts were now complete and that a report was being refined to include targets dates and successes which would be brought to future forums.

It was noted that 554 observations were collected of which 109 related to parking issues and it was clear that tenants had a lot of pride of their homes and estates.

Members enquired about the verge hardening programme and it was suggested that this should be covered at the next meeting of the Tenants Forum when the Head of Environmental Care would be in attendance.

06.TF.61
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES

It was reported that the residents of Ivy Road were trying hard to keep their area tidy by collecting rubbish left mainly by school children.  Although this problem had been reported to the nearby school it was suggested that the litter warden should be contacted to help deal with the issue.

Officers wished to congratulate the residents on their efforts and it was 

AGREED
(i) 
that their success would be 
publicised in Connect and

(ii) the litter warden would be contacted 
to visit the school and educate 
pupils

06.TF.62
CONNECT – IDEAS FOR THE NEXT EDITION

The following items were suggested for inclusion in a future edition of Connect: -

· Ivy Road feature – resident support

· Arson

· ELVIS

· Noise nuisance

· Out of hours service

· News page

· Digest of Police leaflet

· Gardening competition

06.TF.63
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Capital programme 2007/08 (spring)

06.TF.64
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Spring Gardens Rothwell

It was reported that the windows at Spring Gardens Rothwell had now been completed but the communal areas had not been done.  It was

AGREED
that the Housing Maintenance & Investments Manager would look in to this matter

Sussex Road Garage Site

It was reported that a planning application had been submitted for the Sussex Road Garage.

Yeomans Court Burton Latimer

There were many issues reported affecting the area and it was

AGREED
that the Housing Maintenance and Investments Manager would discuss the issues with the Supported Housing Manager.

Tenants Forum Monitoring Group

The Tenancy Services Manager circulated the headline figures from the Tenants Forum Monitoring Group and it was noted that these would be included at future meetings.

06.TF.
65
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Stephen Panther had won the prize draw.

06.TF.66
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would take place on Thursday 7th December 2006.

. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.05pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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