

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held – 4th September 2006 

Present: 

Councillors Anderson (Chair), Councillors Adams, Burton, Civil, Corazzo, Freer, Hales, King, S. Lynch, Malin, Parker, Smith-Haynes and Titcombe.

N. Griffin (Newlands Centre), (Deputy Chair)

E. Patrick (Churches Together), G. Bale (Kettering Taxi Association). 

Graham Soulsby (Deputy Chief Executive – Kettering Borough Council)

Simon Richardson (Senior Planning Officer – Kettering Borough Council)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)

06.KTF.15
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bunday, Don, M. Lynch and Scrimshaw, Sybil Gregory (Ability Northants), Gilbert Davis (Neighbourhood Watch), Keli Watts (Chamber of Trade) and James Putt (A6 Towns Forum).

06.KTF.16
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 6th June 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair.

06.KTF.17
PUBLIC SPEAKERS 



None

06.KTF.18
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None

06.KTF.19
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AND URBAN EXTENSION AAP ISSUES AND OPTIONS PAPER

A report was submitted informing members of the Forum of proposals for a public consultation on the Kettering Town Centre and Kettering Urban Extension Area Action Plans Issues and Options Paper, and suggested that a special meeting of the Forum be held to discuss the document. Members discussed the location for the meeting and its start time, and it was

AGREED
that a meeting to consider the above document is held on 10th October 2006 starting at 6.30pm at the Municipal Offices.

06.KTF.20
REVIEW OF KETTERING TOWN FORUM


A report was submitted that notified members of the Forum of the final recommendations of the Council’s Executive with regard to the review of the Town Forum carried out recently, and which sought to establish a way forward for the implementation of those recommendations.  Members of the Forum were asked to note the recommendations that required a Constitutional change, and agree initiatives that would increase attendance by non-Council members of the Forum, and the timing of the implementation of those initiatives. 


It was noted that those items that required a Constitutional change would be referred to the Task and Finish group appointed by the Policy and Improvement Committee for reviewing the document.


Having discussed those items that were within the remit of the Forum, members 

AGREED
that the following initiatives should be put in place and their effectiveness reviewed as appropriate:-

· A review of the membership of the Forum (already in progress)

· Selected items to be selected for consideration in ‘break-out’ groups in consultation with the Chair of the Forum

· The lay-out of the Council Chamber to be changed for Forum meetings to a less ‘confrontational’ style based on a horseshoe shape initially, with other set-ups used as appropriate

· Feedback on the success of lay-outs be reviewed at the end of meetings at which they are used

· Time for public speakers to be increased at the Chair’s discretion

· Re-branding of the Forum’s agenda and publications and providing publicity and information in respect of the Forum’s purpose

· Agenda items to be harmonised with items from the Council’s scrutiny process, and other consultation matters in order to improve input of other organisations and the effectiveness of communication between private and public sectors

06.KTF.21
PEDESTRIANISATION


Members of the Forum received an update in respect of the experimental order banning traffic from the Town centre at certain times of the day. It was noted that there was evidence of increased footfall, although there was also still some anecdotal evidence of abuse. 


It was noted that a report would be submitted to the Council’s Executive at its next meeting, which would contain proposals for consolidating the Order in conjunction with the County Council. Details of prosecutions would be made available to members.

06.KTF.22
DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS


The next regular meeting would take place on 27th November 2006.


The following items would be on the Agenda:-

· Public Questions and Answers session (to become a regular item)

· Impact on Kettering of the 2012 Olympics

· Update on the impact of the Order banning on–street drinking

· Update on the Milton Keynes:South Midlands development proposals

· Initiatives for Christmas 2006 (see below)

· Refuse Collection
06.KTF.23
CHRISTMAS 2006
In respect of the above, members of the Forum discussed how initiatives could be introduced in the town centre with regard to the festive period in 2006. In order to move this matter forward , it was 


AGREED
that:

i) a small group be established comprising the following persons to consider initiatives for the festive period in Kettering Town Centre in 2006:-

· Neil Griffin (Newlands Centre)

· Bill Burton (Chamber of Trade)

· Councillor Civil (Executive Portfolio Holder)

ii)
Members of the Forum be contacted for ideas in respect of the above; and

iii)
The group to present a brief report to the meeting of the Forum to be held on 10th October 2006 to update the members of the Forum on progress.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 7.56pm)

Signed________________________________

Chair
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