
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 27th June 2006 

Present:

Councillor L. Henson (Chair), 

Councillors Anderson, Dearing, Don, Harrison, Hollobone and King.

Also Present:
Councillor Smith-Haynes (For Item A1)

06.PI.01
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M. Evans and  R. Groome.

06.PI.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED 
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11th April 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair. 

06.PI.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



The following interests were declared:-

a) Personal

None

b) Prejudicial

None

c) Declarations of a Party Whip

None

06.PI.04
REPORT OF THE KETTERING TOWN FORUM TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A1)
A report was submitted that detailed the recommendations of the Kettering Town Forum Task and Finish Group in respect of improving the effectiveness of that body. The Committee were also informed of the views of the Town Forum itself on this matter. The Chair of the task and Finish Group, Councillor Smith-Haynes was present at the meeting and spoke in respect of her Group’s deliberations and outcomes on this issue. Members also acknowledged the recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England which were due to come in to force from May 2007, and would have the effect of reducing the number of Borough Councillors for Kettering Town from 26 to 20.

In discussing this issue, members considered the role of non-Council organisations on the Forum, in particular the effect that granting voting rights to these bodies. It was noted that the Town Forum itself had favoured taking decisions on a consensual basis with no voting, and allowing minority views to be reported. Members also noted the difficulty presented by having a single representative from each Town Ward, particularly when representation was politically split in that Ward.

It was also noted that some of the issues such as the process and location of meetings could be decided by the Town Forum itself, as part of its own Constitution.

Having given the matter due consideration, it was 

RESOLVED
that the Executive be informed that the Policy and Improvement Committee recommends that  :-

i) The existing arrangements with regard to the representation of Councillors be retained (noting that a reduction was likely to take place in any case in May 2007);

ii) There should be no voting at meetings of the Town Forum apart from in respect of the election of the Chair; and

iii) Apart from the recommendations affecting membership and voting, the other recommendations of the Kettering Town Forum Task and Finish Group be supported.

06.PI.05
OLDER CITIZEN’S TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A3)


A report was submitted that updated the Committee on the scope and the timetable of the Older Citizens Task and Finish Group. It was noted that issues such as the County Council’s proposals in respect of eligibility criteria, the impact of crime and disorder on older citizens and input from Age Concern were all written in to the Group’s workload.

RESOLVED 

that:-

i) the scope and timetable of the Group be approved; and

ii) the list of key providers of evidence be approved.

06.PI.06
PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW TASK AND FINISH GROUP – FINAL REPORT (A2)


A report was submitted that informed members of the final recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England in respect of its further electoral review of the Borough, and the processes emanating from those recommendations from this point onwards. It also reported the outcomes of the final meeting of the Periodic Electoral Review Task and Finish Group, and sought to formally conclude that Group’s work. 


Members noted that the likely increase in development and population caused by the Milton Keynes:South Midlands fell outside the legally prescribed five year time span of the review (December 2003 - December 2008).


It was also noted that decisions in respect of polling districts and polling places rest with the Returning Officer, although consultation would take place with interested parties, as legally required.

RESOLVED

that :-

i) The Committee acknowledge the work of the Periodic Electoral Review Task and Finish Group, and thanks its Chair and members for their work; and

ii) The work of the Group be formally concluded.

06.PI.07
ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME (A4)

A report was submitted that requested members to consider their existing work programme, and which sought initial views on scheduling items for future meetings.

It was noted that there was a requirement to report to Council in respect of the above.

Members discussed the following items with a view to them being considered:-

· Decriminalisation of Parking (This was a regular item on the Committee’s Agenda, but depending on developments a further report on the scheme would be provided at a future date)

· Recycling Phase 3 – Members were advised that any problems or issues with the scheme should be raised with the Head of Service. Members were also advised that reviewing the current performance of the scheme would be part of the remit of the Monitoring and Audit Committee.

· Use of Kettering Market Place (in conjunction with the Town Centre Master Plan) 

· Younger Citizens provision (a report in respect of previous work would be required in the first instance).

Members were informed that a report on the involvement of the Council with the planned new Theatre would be premature at this stage, as it remained unclear as to what input the Council would have to this community facility.

RESOLVED

that 

i) the above items with the exception of the Recycling review be included, along with the other on-going items on the Committee’s Work programme for 2006/07; and

ii) this be reported to Council along with details of the work undertaken during 2005/06.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 7 .53pm)

Signed_____________________________

Chair
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