
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 28th June 2006

Present:

	Councillor 
Maurice Bayes (The Mayor)
	Councillor
J Henson

	
"
Christopher Lamb (The Deputy Mayor)
	
"
L Henson

	
"
Linda Adams
	
"
Philip Hollobone

	
"
Patrick Anderson
	
"
Belinda Humfrey

	
"
Eddie Brace
	
"
Ursula Jones

	
"
Cedwien Brown
	
"
Stephen King

	
"
Lloyd Bunday
	
"
Mary Malin

	
"
James Burton
	
"
John Padwick

	
"
David Coe
	
"
Bill Parker

	
"
Paul Corazzo
	
"
Alan Pote

	
"
Robert Civil
	
"
Jamie Richardson

	
"
Mark Dearing
	
"
Shona Scrimshaw

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Chris Smith-Haynes

	
"
Alex Gordon
	
"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Ruth Groome
	
"
Greg Titcombe

	
"
Pat Evans
	
"
Lynsey Tod

	
"
Eileen Hales, MBE
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
David Whyte

	
"
James Hakewill
	
"
Alison Wiley

	
"
Michael Harrison
	



06.C.17
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C Groome, M Evans, M Lynch, S Lynch, Rennie and Whitlam.

06.C.18
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the annual meeting of the Council held on 10th May 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

06.C.19
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Greg Titcombe declared a personal interest in Question No. 3 as a member of the Twinning Committee.


Councillor Linda Adams declared a personal prejudicial interest in Motion No. 2 as an employee whose job was at risk.


Councillor Terry Freer declared a personal interest in Question No. 3 as a member of the Twinning Committee.


Councillor Eileen Hales, MBE, declared a personal interest in Motion No. 2 as an employee of the NHS Trust.

06.C.20
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements:

· On behalf of the Council, Councillor Eileen Hales was congratulated on her recent award of an MBE for services to the NHS.

· The Civic Service and Parade was due to take place on Sunday 16th July.  Refreshments would be served after the service in the Council Chamber.

· A two-minute silence would be held in the Council Chamber at noon on Friday, 7th July in memory of the victims of the London bombings.

06.C.21
LEADER'S ANNOUNCMENTS

The Leader of the Council added his own personal congratulations to Councillor Eileen Hales on her recent award of the MBE.

06.C.22
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

· On behalf of staff, the Chief Executive congratulated Councillor Eileen Hales on her recent award of the MBE.

· Allen Graham, DCE, was congratulated on his recent appointment as Chief Executive of Rushcliffe Borough Council.

· It was announced that Kettering Borough Council would be represented by Graham Soulsby, DCE, at the forthcoming Comprehensive Spending Review 2007 to be held at 11 Downing Street.

06.C.23
PUBLIC DEPUTATIONS AND PETITIONS


Mr David Chappell of Churches Together in Kettering addressed the Council on the motion at Item 8(i) on the agenda in relation to Fairtrade.  It was noted that Mr Chappell also represented the Chamber of Trade in Kettering on this issue.


Mr Chappell commended the report that had been referred to the Executive Committee by the Policy and Improvement Committee and also the work of the Task and Finish Group. On behalf of Churches Together in Kettering, Mr Chappell offered representation on the proposed Steering Committee. 

(Councillors Larry and Jenny Henson joined the meeting

at 7.11 pm)

06.C.24
FAIRTRADE


Recommendations from the Executive Committee were submitted for approval by Council.  It was noted that the Policy and Improvement Committee had set up a Task and Finish Group to look into this matter and, following completion of its work, had reported back to Policy and Improvement Committee.


Mr Chappell was thanked for his contribution to the debate and for his offer on behalf of Churches Together in Kettering to sit on the proposed Steering Committee.


Councillor Linda Adams proposed as an amendment and Councillor Paul Corazzo seconded that:-


"The Council agrees to serve Fair Trade tea and coffee at its meetings and will consider in the future purchasing other Fair Trade consumables".


In consideration of the above amendment, the view was expressed that the proposal should be considered by the Steering Committee and the Council should not pre-empt the work of that Committee.

(Voting:For 13; Against 20)

The motion therefore fell.

Councillor Gordon voted in favour of the amendment


The motion was then proposed by Councillor Alison Wiley and seconded by Councillor Terry Freer.  It was unanimously

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
This Council implement a Fair Trade policy which can be used as a promotional tool for Fairtrade matters in the Borough; this to include the establishment of a section on the Council’s website that highlights outlets and organisations that support Fairtrade policies;

(iii)

the Council acts as a catalyst for the establishment of a steering group consisting of local organisations and individuals within three months of this resolution being passed, and provides lead support for convening the first meeting of that steering group; and

(iv)

the members, officers and those providing evidence to the Task and Finish Group be thanked for the work in this matter.

(Councillor Hollobone joined the meeting at 7.30 pm)

06.C.25
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2006/07


A report was submitted which presented the Corporate Improvement Plan 2006/07 for adoption.


It was noted that the document represented a key planning document for the Council and  would be included on the website by the end of June.


Discussion was held on the Corporate Improvement Plan, particularly in relation to the Kettering Town Centre Masterplan and other documents in the Council's corporate planning framework.  Debate was also held on various key performance measures and outcomes, external funding secured and the use of such funds to ensure value for money.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Corporate Improvement Plan 2006/07 be approved; and


(ii)
the plans the Council makes remain flexible and responsive to the changing environment and customer needs.

06.C.26
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS – 2005/06


A report was submitted which presented the Council's statutory Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2005/06 for approval.


In discussion, the Leader of the Opposition questioned the General Fund increase in balances of £216,000 as a result of the balance sheet review.  


Slippage on the capital programme was also debated and it was noted that the programme was regularly monitored and targets reset if necessary.


Discussion was also held on government changes to the use of money from Right to Buy sales.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2005/06 be approved; and


(ii)
authority be delegated to the Council's statutory Financial Officer to make any non-material changes to the Statement of Accounts following the external audit process.

(Voting: For 25; Against 9)

06.C.27
UPDATE ON PROGRESS – COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT CHARTER WORKING GROUP AND LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 2006


A report was submitted which briefed Council on progress made to date by the Councillor Development Charter Working Group and which sought approval for the draft Councillor Training and Development Policy.  The report also gave Council an overview of a planned event to support Local Democracy Week 2006.


The cross-party nature of the Working Group was commended and it was noted that, at the present time, all costs could be met from within existing budgets.


The Chair of the Working Group (Councillor Mary Malin) thanked members of the working group and officers for their work.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
work undertaken to date be noted;


(ii)
the draft Councillor Training and Development Policy be approved; and


(iii)
involvement in the event "I'm a Councillor, Get me out of here!" be confirmed.

06.C.28
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND RATING ACT 1997 – REVIEW OF BOUNDARY BETWEEN PARISHED AND NON-PARISHED AREAS


A report was submitted which sought approval for a review of electoral arrangements between the non-parished area of the town and the Parish of Weekley, with a view to properties being transferred from that Parish to the Brambleside Ward.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
approval be given for the commencement of a review of the electoral arrangements between the non-parished area of the town and the Parish of Weekley, with a view to properties being transferred from that Parish to the Brambleside Ward;


(ii)
consultation with those parties listed in the report be commenced immediately; and


(iii)
a further report detailing the outcome of the consultation and a proposal for an amended boundary be submitted to the next Council meeting.

06.C.29
POLICE MERGER


Councillor Philip Hollobone proposed and Councillor Terry Freer seconded that:-


"Kettering Borough Council opposes the merger of the Northamptonshire Police Force into an East Midlands Police Service"


Following debate the following amendment was proposed by Councillor Alex Gordon and seconded by Councillor John Padwick.


"that the idea of a merger of Northamptonshire Police Force into an East Midlands Police Service be referred to the relevant scrutiny committee"

(Voting: For 13; Against 18; Not Voting 6)

The amendment therefore fell

(Voting on the Motion: For 22; Against 8; Not Voting 9)

The motion was therefore carried and it was

RESOLVED
that Kettering Borough Council opposes the merger of the Northamptonshire Police Force into an East Midlands Police Service.

(Councillor Linda Adams, having declared a personal prejudicial interest in the following motion, left the meeting room during discussion thereon)

06.C.30
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR COMMUNITY CARE STANDARDS


The above motion was withdrawn by Councillor Paul Corazzo, with the agreement of Councillor Alex Gordon, in view of the fact that a public meeting had now been called and would take place from 6.00 to 8.00 pm on Tuesday, 25th July 2006 at the Corn Market Hall.

06.C.31
GREEN VEHICLE FLEET AND GREEN CORPORATE PRACTICES


Councillor David Whyte proposed and Councillor Paul Corazzo seconded that:-


"We urge Kettering Borough Council to devise firm plans for it to adopt a green vehicle fleet and green corporate practices."


Following debate on sustainable priorities and issues surrounding recycling and the provision of green energy that had already been adopted by the Council, Councillor Cedwien Brown proposed as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Mark Dearing, that:-


"Kettering Borough Council continues in its plans to adopt a green vehicle fleet and green corporate practices"

(Voting: For 28; Against 0; Not Voting 6)

The amendment was therefore carried

RESOLVED
that Kettering Borough Council continues in its plans to adopt a green vehicle fleet and green corporate practices.

06.C.32
LEGAL FEES, COURT AND TRIBUNAL COSTS


Councillor David Whyte asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-


"What legal fees, court and tribunal costs has Kettering Borough Council incurred since April 2003?"


Councillor Freer replied as follows:-


"The question potentially covers many areas of the Council's business.  For example, the Council incurs court costs as part of its everyday business activities including those associated with Council Tax, Business Rates and other debt recovery, possession proceedings and gas actions.  The Council also incurs legal fees across many areas of its activities to ensure that the Council receives guidance and advice to help the Council serve its community. Therefore, to be able to sensibly answer the question, it needs to be more specific and I would respectfully ask the member concerned to discuss this information request directly with the appropriate officer.


Councillor Whyte indicated that he was not happy with either the written answer given by Councillor Freer or additional comments made at the meeting.


At this juncture Councillors Whyte, Adams, Brace, Corazzo, Don, Gordon, Hales, King, Padwick, Scrimshaw, Tod and West left the meeting.

06.C.33
OPERATION KLEEN SWEEP


Councillor Michael Harrison asked the Portfolio Holder for the Environment and Resources the following question:-


"in relation to the Kleen Sweep initiative, would the Cabinet Portfolio holder for the Environment please provide:-


(a) an outline of the achievements to date and the partners involved


(b)  the perceived benefits to the individual wards and the residents within them


(c)  the methodology by which individual members may become more actively involved as a roll-out of the scheme progresses."


The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Resources replied as follows:-


"Operation Kleen sweep couples Council resources from the Council with external partners in the fight against crime and grime.  The external partners including Police, Fire Service, Northamptonshire County Council, Atkins, Voluntary bodies, Schools and Sea Scouts.


Residents will see a range of agencies operating in one limited geographic area to ensure the maximum impact.  The full range of work undertaken can be seen by visiting www.kettering.gov.uk/kleensweep and includes - Street Cleansing, Graffiti fly poster and fly tipping removal to name a few.  A summary analysis of the main outputs from the first two operations is circulated separately with this answer.


The Kleen Sweep web page has been developed and allows members of the public to report environmental issues which are either tackled on a daily basis or as part of Kleen Sweep.  Members of the public can also send e-mails to kleensweep@kettering.gov.uk.  Another new initiative allows members of the public to send text messages directly from a mobile phone on 07803 851 600.


Individual ward members can become actively involved by identifying areas of concern and reporting them or identifying a community group and helping them arrange a community clean up.  Ideally, it would be useful to have a champion(s) in each town or parish area.  Environmental Care Services will lend a group litter picks, gloves and bags and offer advice and dispose of all debris colleted upon completion.


Additional information was circulated at the meeting.

06.C.34
TWINNING


Councillor Larry Henson asked the Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community the following question:-


"Will the Leader of the Council and all other Members join in congratulating the Twinning Committee on their excellent record of the twinning partnership with Lahnstein in this the 50th Anniversary year?


This twinning programme has been actively promoted and developed over the last 50 years and has enabled many residents of the Borough to engage in cultural experiences and develop friendships both here and in Lahnstein."


The Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Community replied as follows:-


"I am sure the Council would agree that this is a tremendous achievement and the Twinning Committee should be congratulated".


It was noted that the visitors from Germany would be arriving in the town on 15th July 2006.

06.C.35
EXTENSION OF MEETING

RESOLVED
that the meeting continue beyond 10.00 pm to enable the remainder of the business to be transacted.

06.C.36
URGENT BUSINESS


The Mayor indicated that he had accepted an item of urgent business as defined by Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972.  This item was in relation to the Local Area Business Growth Incentive Fund and was referred to Council from the Executive Committee which had met on the 21st June 2006.


The decision could not reasonably be deferred as the Council needed to move forward on setting the terms of reference for the use of the fund in order to make progress in relation to a number of policies and deliver the wider economic development strategy.

06.C.37
LOCAL AREA BUSINESS GROWTH INCENTIVE FUND


A report was submitted which sought approval for the suggested terms of reference for the Local Area Business Growth Incentive Fund as referred by the Executive Committee on 21st June 2006.

RESOLVED
that the terms of reference for the fund as detailed in the report be approved.

NB: Members of the Conservative Group expressed disappointment that members of the Labour Group were not present during the debate and resolution on this item.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 10.10 pm)

Signed ………………………………

Mayor

AI

(Council No. 1)

28.6.06

