
 BOROUGH OF KETTERING

MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 30th August 2006

Present:
Councillors Hales M.B.E. (Chair) Councillors Anderson, Corazzo, Gordon, Hakewill, Harrison and Pote.

Also Present:
Bill Clark (Teamwork)


John Bruce (Northants Society for Autism)




Rosemary Steel

06.MA.12
APOLOGIES  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P. Evans, Parker, Tebbutt and Whyte.

Councillor Anderson was substituting for Councillor Parker.

Councillor Harrison was substituting for Councillor P. Evans.

Councillor Gordon was substituting for Councillor Whyte.

Kirsty Woods (MIND)

06.MA.13
PURPOSE OF MEETING
Members noted that the item was being considered at this special meeting as a result of it being referred for scrutiny by full Council in the interests of those residents of the Borough likely to be affected by any changes to the County Council’s eligibility criteria for social care. Due to the size of the agenda at the last meeting of this Committee held on 11th July 2006, it had not been possible to consider it at that time.

06.MA.14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Pote declared a personal interest as a member of the County Council and a substitute member of the County Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Corazzo declared a personal interest as a member of Unison.

The Chair declared a personal interest as a member of the County Council, a member of Unison and an employee of the NHS Trust. She asked members to note that the issues referred to at Annex 6 of the documents accompanying the agenda did not affect her area of employment.

06.MA.15
CHANGES TO NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA AND ITS POTENTIAL IMPACT ON ORGANISATIONS WITHIN THE BOROUGH

Members received information detailing the process and matters under consideration by the County Council in its review of eligibility and charges for its community care service. It was noted that the process was still in progress, and a final decision would not be taken by the County Council until September 2006. 

It was further noted that representatives of the County Council had been invited to attend but had declined, as a consultative meeting had already been held in the Borough. Members expressed their disappointment at this.

Ms Rosemary Steel was present at the meeting and addressed members in respect of the issue. She expressed her concern with regard to the quality of the consultation process and the impact that any reduction in service would have on service users and their families.

Mr John Bruce of the Northants Society for Autism was also present, and addressed members. He expressed his concern about the confusing nature of the process and the impact of the existing funding situation whereby NCC funding was only available to his organisation until the end of September 2006. He was also concerned with the impact that withdrawal of funding would have on his members and their families, and the potential knock-on effects on more direct provision by the NHS. He felt that withdrawal of funding by the County Council would make it more difficult to obtain match funding from other sources. He also considered that voluntary sector organisations would be unlikely to be able to provide more direct services themselves given the withdrawal of the funding, as was being planned.

Mr Bill Clark of Teamwork had been invited to attend the meeting to explain the impact that any potential changes to criteria would have on his organisation. He shared the concerns of the other speakers. However, he was also concerned that NCC Cabinet members did not fully understand the results of any reduction in service would have. In particular he felt there were other service providers who were undertaking similar processes currently, and there appeared to be no co-ordination of the likely impact on service users and organisations that would be forced to deal with the consequences.

Having heard the speakers on this issue, the Committee proceeded to discuss the items raised, particularly in relation to the following:-

· Virement of NCC budgets from other services such as education to help meet the shortfall was unlikely to occur

· Current impact of the existing situation on service providers business

· The impact on pooled budgets of the NCC and Primary Care Trusts

· Central Government policy and its impact on the voluntary sector

· Rationale for the County Council consideration of service provision and stated policies of the administration

· Proportion of the NCC budget affected by the review of eligibility criteria

· The increasing number of people affected by mental health and similar problems

· The situation in other Counties being similar in respect of theses services

Having considered these issues, Councillor Hakewill proposed and Councillor Anderson seconded that 

‘This Committee recognises the incredibly complex and difficult decisions that the NCC Cabinet has to make and would welcome its diligent recognition of all the comments that have come through the consultation process’.

Further to the above, Councillor Corazzo proposed as an amendment and Councillor Gordon seconded that 

‘This Committee, taking into account all the opinions heard at this meeting, asks the County Council to retain the status quo in respect of eligibility criteria for twelve months.’

For the amendment 3, Against 4.

Amendment lost.

Consequently, it was  RESOLVED that

This Committee recognises the incredibly complex and difficult decisions that the NCC Cabinet has to make and would welcome its diligent recognition of all the comments that have come through the consultation process.

For the motion 7 Against 0

The Chair and members of the Committee thanked those who had attended the meeting for their input.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.45pm)

Signed________________________________________________

Chair
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