BOROUGH OF KETTERING

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 6th April 2006 


Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) Chair




Borough Councillors R Groome and Hakewill     




Mark Bower and Lloyd Landry (Independent Members)




Gordon Shorley (Parish Council Representative)


Also Present: Jonathan Eatough (Monitoring Officer)




Sarah Goodman (Committee Administrator)

05.STA.21

APOLOGIES




Apologies for absence were received from Councillor 



Rennie, Jo Frier and Margaret Talbot. 
05.STA.22

MINUTES






05.STA.23

MATTERS OF URGENCY




None.
05.STA.24

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST




None.
04.STA.25

REPORT FROM THE STANDARDS SUB 




COMMITTEE (A1)


A report was submitted requesting members to consider 

the constitution of the Standards Committee and the 


mechanisms for reviewing the membership of the 


committee.
It was noted that the membership of the committee was 5 (currently 4) independent members, a town and parish council representative and 3 borough councillors.

It was also noted that 3 of the 4 current independent members had been members of the Standards Committee since its establishment in December 2001.

It was noted that recruitment of independent members had proved difficult in the past. The Committee discussed the difficulties in recruiting independent members balanced against the need for the Committee to remain independent in the eyes of the general public.  

It was noted that 












04.STA.26

CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW - UPDATE (A3)










A report was submitted to update members on the 



progress in respect of the constitutional review. It was 


noted that the Monitoring Officer was meeting the Chair 


of the Constitutional Task and Finish Group and the 



Standards Committee would be advised of any ethical 


elements that the Group wanted to review.    




It was 






04.STA.27

 TRAINING(A2)




A report was submitted to update members on progress 


towards training on the protocol for councillor-staff 



relations.




Suggestions were provided on possible ways to address 


the training including assessment of existing knowledge,


method of training and the level of training required.




The Committee made the following suggestions:

· Training should be interactive

· Two levels of training should be provided, one for newly elected councillors and more advanced for existing councillors

· Training should be provided by independent provider, officer source and Chair of the Standards Committee (although one member expressed a preference for training to be provided from an external source) 

· Involve the Councillor Development Charter Task and Finish Group in training provision

· Need to ‘sell’ training and get councillors to attend

· Repeat training over a minimum of two sessions to offer flexibility

· Work with A6 Towns Forum and Rural Forum for training issues on Town and Parish Councils

It was 


The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.10pm)

Signed………………………………………………………..

Chair

RESOLVED		


that the minutes of the meeting held on  16th January 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair. 





RESOLVED


Independent Members complete an annual declaration that they were not related to/ or friends with any Councillor or officer of the Borough Council  


Benchmarking with neighbouring local authorities and the Tamworth Benchmarking Group be undertaken to ascertain if they had any policy in place regarding Independent Members


An advert for the Standards Committee be prepared for the Council website advertising  its purpose and the current vacancy 


A homepage advert be prepared for regular display on the Council website detailing the role of the Standards Committee


Two independent members to stand down bi-annually, retaining the opportunity to put themselves forward for re-selection if no new suitable applicants are forthcoming after a period of six weeks 


 The Monitoring Officer to investigate the possibility of payments to Town and Parish representatives on the Standards Committee.  





RESOLVED


That the Standards Committee be updated on progress as necessary.








RESOLVED


The Chair of Standards Committee and the Monitoring Officer discuss training further


22nd May 2006 be set aside for Member: Officer Protocol training


An informal meeting of the Standards Committee be held on 16th May 2006 to discuss the training session to be held on 22nd May 2006.








Standards Committee No.1
6.4.06


