B O R O U G H  O F  K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

Meeting held: 14th June 2006

Present:

Chair:




Councillor Cedwein Brown

Rothwell Town Council:

Councillor David Jones

Burton Latimer Town Council:
Councillor Ivan Cox

Desborough Town Council:
Councillor James Putt






Councillor Doreen Bindley






Councillor David Soans

Barton Seagrave Parish Council:
Councillor Russell Roberts

Councillor Reg Barby

Kettering Borough Council:
Councillor Mark Dearing (also representing Desborough Town Council)

Councillor Pat Evans (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council)

Councillor Ruth Groome (also representing Burton Latimer Town Council)

Councillor Alan Pote (also representing Rothwell Town Council)

Councillor Tebbutt (also representing Desborough Town Council)

Also Present:

Northamptonshire Police:

Inspector Dick Aistrop






Angie Price

River Nene Regional Park:

Jason Longhurst

Evening Telegraph:


David Jackson

Bee Bee Developments:

Mark Conway

 Kettering Borough Council:
Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)






Cath Harvey (Head of Development Control)






John Conway (Head of Housing)






Godfrey Shaw (Head of Environmental Care)






Amy Vickers (Forum Administrator)

06.A6TF.01
ELECTION OF CHAIR 

RESOLVED

that Councillor Cedwien Brown be elected 
Chair of the A6 Towns Forum.

06.A6TF.02
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED
that Councillor David Soans (Desborough Town Council) be appointed Deputy Chair of the A6 Towns Forum.
06.A6TF.03
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Maurice Bayes, Chris Groome, Christopher Lamb, David Whyte, Belinda Humfrey, Keith A’Ness, Margaret Talbot, Peter Weston, Glenda Weston and Keli Watts.  Councillor Ruth Groome gave her apologies for her late arrival.

06.A6TF.04
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 8th February 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

06.A6TF.05
MATTERS ARISING

CCTV Statistics

It was reported that there had been 30 detections per camera.

Congestion of the A14

A letter from the Highways Agency was included in the agenda regarding the congestion of the A14.

06.A6TF.06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



None.

06.A6TF.07
POLICE ROOM UPDATE

Angie Price attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the Police Control Room which included: -

· How we handle your calls

· What is an emergency?

· Grades of calls

· Who will attend?

It was reported that there was now a new number for non emergency calls which was 08453 700 700.

If residents were interested in seeing the presentation on the new police control room they should contact Angie Price.

06.A6TF.08
POLICE STATISTICS

Inspector Dick Aistrop attended the meeting and gave a summary of the police report.

Comment was made on the following issues: -

· Desborough Town Council had not received the police report for the past three months

· Criminal damage in Desborough was coming from a group of teenagers in the St Giles ward which the local officer was aware of

· PCSO’s had not been taken off police patrol to deal with victim support but they do visit victims and look at security issues

· The police had not attended a Desborough Town Council meeting for the past three months but this problem had now been solved

· Councillor Pote expressed his thanks for the two PCSO’s now in Rothwell

· Patrols needed to be stepped up in Burton Latimer

· PCSO’s would not be given more power as the Government wanted them to concentrate on low level crime

· Most criminal behaviour was anti social

· The police intended to have a senior officer visiting the A6 towns every six months and a normal officer visiting monthly

06.A6TF.09
NEN VALLEY REGIONAL PARK AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRESS

Jason Longhurst attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the River Nene Regional Park which included: -

· How it works

· Current/proposed management structure

· How it will develop

· Project examples

· Breathing spaces

· Academy of Corporate Ecology (ACE)

· The visions

It was reported that Vision in the Valley would be launched soon and this would include Wellingborough, Kettering and Corby.

06.A6TF.10
THE PLANNING PROCESS

Question and Answer Opportunity on the Planning Process

The Head of Development Control attended the meeting to give a general overview on the planning process and to discuss on which issues Town Councils would benefit from workshops.

Comments were made on the following issues: -

· Desborough Town Council would benefit from training on material planning considerations and updates

· Members felt that the late updates at Planning meetings were not helpful and did not give Councillors enough time to digest the information

· The Local Plan did not take precedence over Government Plans in the Borough as over time the Local Plan would become outdated due to more recent national guidance

Peaslands Garage Site

The Head of Housing attended the meeting to provide an update on consultation with local stakeholders in connection with the development of the Peaslands Garage Site in Desborough.

It was reported that the Peaselands garage site, which was on a major route from the A6 bypass to Desborough town centre, was in poor repair, unsightly and contaminated. The site currently contained 30 garages with another ten garages demolished on health and safety grounds in 2005. It was uneconomic for the Council to continue using the site for garages. 

Proposals for the future of the site had been drawn up in conjunction with Orbit Housing Association. These envisage the building of 18 new homes for rent and low cost home ownership. The scheme would offer the following benefits:

· A landmark project, showing how brownfield sites can be transformed to provide a high quality townscape.

· A long-term sustainable solution for a site that currently attract high levels of anti social behaviour.  

· Excellent levels of energy efficiency, thereby tackling fuel poverty and social exclusion   

· New affordable homes to which the Council would have 100% nomination rights
· More opportunities for first-time homebuyers to purchase a home of their own.
Desborough Town Council felt that they would have liked to have had input in to the proposals put forward to the Executive and that consultation did not take place early enough.

The Head of Housing was happy to reflect on the comments and take them in to account in the future.

It was reported that Kettering Borough Council were looking to acquire additional land to house a play area for the west side of Desborough. 

06.A6TF.11
KLEEN SWEEP UPDATE

The Head of Environmental Care attended the meeting to inform ward and forum members of the progress and outcomes of the first Kleen Sweep undertaken in the Town Centre, St Mary’s and Pipers Hill wards.

It was reported that in the financial year 2005/06 we undertook Operation Spring Clean, which ensured that all relevant services within the Council worked in a cross cutting manner to improve the cleanliness of the Borough. In conjunction we engaged with 18 community groups to further improve the visual amenity of areas of land outside our sphere of influence.

With other changes in working practices in both Street Cleansing and Grounds Maintenance a 5% improvement was achieved in BVPI 199, which improved our rolling average from 10% to 7.94%. The November survey would see the rolling average drop still further.

Consideration was given on how to improve on the success of Operation Spring Clean and engage more external partners in a much more planned and co-ordinated manner. Officers commenced discussions with the Blue Light Services, primarily the Police and other external partners such as Trading Standards, Highways Probation Services, etc.

The proposal was to undertake 10 clean sweeps in different parts of the Borough throughout the year, focused on that communities needs.

It was noted that there was a Kleen Sweep website 

www.kettering.gov.uk/kleensweep
where all information could be found and problems could be reported.

06.A6TF.12
NOMINATION TO STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Brown Nominated and Councillor Pote seconded that Margaret Talbot be put forward as the representative on the Standards Committee.

06.A6TF.13
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME

The Corporate Improvement Programme was circulated to members of the forum.

06.A6TF.14
LOCAL AREA AGREEMENTS UPDATE

A report was submitted to update members of the forum on Local Area Agreements.  It was

AGREED
that the report be noted.

06.A6TF.15
PUBLIC SERVICES MERGER UPDATE

A report was submitted to the update members of the forum on recent events.  It was 

AGREED
that the report be noted.

06.A6TF.16
PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW REPORT

A report was submitted to notify members of the forum of the final recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England in respect of its further electoral review of the Borough with regard to the A6 towns. 

It was noted that Rothwell and Burton Latimer strongly objected to losing a voice on Kettering Borough Council.  It was

AGREED
that the report be noted.

06.A6TF.17
LSP EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES

The LSP Executive Board minutes were provided to the forum for their information.

06.A6TF.18
NEWSROUND

Rothwell

It was reported that the footpath between Well Lane and Manor Park needed some attention.

06.A6TF.19
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS



None.

06.A6TF.20
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



None.

06.A6TF.21
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would take place on 6th September 2006 at Rothwell.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 9.08pm)

Signed………………………………………….

Chair

A6 Towns Forum No. 7
14.06.06

