Date of Publication:  15th September 2006

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	13th September 2006
	From 5.30 pm to 6.38 pm


APOLOGIES:

None

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	None


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Personal interest in Item 8 


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 22nd September 2006 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME



	06.RD.25


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:
that the Draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th September 2006 to 31st January 2007 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN CENTRE -PEDESTRIANISATION

	06.RD.26
	A06/022


	6
	


RESOLVED:
 
that:-


(i)
the existing arrangements be endorsed;


(ii)
further discussions take place with the County Council regarding changing the arrangements at the top of Gold Street and Meadow Road; and


(iii)
further monitoring be undertaken to establish the need for a physical barrier during restricted times; and


(iv)
having considered the matters still to be concluded in conjunction with colleagues at Northamptonshire County Council, the Council support the Order being made permanent by the beginning of 2007
REASONS:

The continued pedestrianisation of Lower Street, High Street and Gold Street by the restriction of vehicular access supports the Council's aspirations to improve the attractiveness of Kettering as a retail draw, and fits in with the overall objectives of the emerging Town Centre Master Plan.

To take into account the views of Stakeholders.
There has been a visible reduction in the threat of serious accident occurring due to the reduction in parked vehicles which reduced visibility for shoppers.

There has been an improvement in the efficiency of maintaining cleanliness especially on market days.

Initial evidence suggests that footfall has increased since the experimental order was introduced.

Further observation is required by the Count Council to assess the effectiveness and abuse of the existing arrangements before establishing the need for a physical barrier.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Changes to the times of total vehicle restriction.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION - 6 STATION ROAD, KETTERING DESIGN COMPETITION



	06.RD.27


	A06/025
	7
	


RESOLVED:
that officers be authorised to work on the proposed development of 6 Station Road and Northampton House with Bee Bee Developments Ltd. subject to the optimum method of disposal being identified and reported to the Executive when these options have been fully evaluated.

REASONS:

The design makes good use of an awkwardly shaped piece of land.

The proposed scheme is consistent with the Town Centre Masterplan, proposing an office-based scheme.

Retention of an interest in the land at 6 Station Road would secure long-term revenue income.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	KEEP HEALTHY @ KETTERING PARTNERSHIP - LOTTERY BIDS



	06.RD.28


	A06/020
	8
	


RESOLVED:
that the Council commits to a contribution of £17,000 per annum for the next three full financial years towards the operating costs of the project.

REASONS:

One of the Council’s key commitments is to improve the quality of life in the Borough and within that is a priority of enhancing partnership working to deliver services and minimise costs

The County Community Strategy seeks to improve health and access to services, including helping people to live longer and be healthier. 

The Borough Community Plan includes objectives of improving health and helping people to stay independent.

The Local Area Agreement seeks to promote independent living, decrease social isolation and make a significant impact on health inequalities. This overall objective is reflected in a number of the specific LAA outcome targets.  

The project will also continue to focus on those areas in the Borough likely to be the focus for neighbourhood renewal interventions. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SERVICE CONVERGENCE (TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICE IMPROVEMENT)



	06.RD.29


	A06/016
	9
	


RESOLVED:
that the Executive

(i)
endorses the work undertaken to establish relevant site locations and agree that further negotiations are conducted to secure options on relevant sites subject to further reports being submitted to agree the purchase of a relevant site;

(ii)
agrees that site and design options in respect of a new customer service centre should be pursued to support the regeneration aims of the Market Square, Horse Market and Culture Quarter areas of the town centre; and

(iii)
endorses the parameters contained within Appendix B to the report in respect of the Bowling Green / London Road site, and that developers be invited to submit design options that will meet both the sensitivities of the site whilst supporting the future needs of the town centre.

REASONS:

The Executive has previously indicated its policy to stimulate economic regeneration through utilising local authority assets. The policy has been conditional upon taking the appropriate steps and using existing assets to bring about an improved:

· Employment Offer

· Retail offer through increased floor space

· Business generation opportunities

The resolution will further support and strengthen these policy objectives whilst providing clarity regarding the parameters to be adopted in the generation of future options. 

The resolution represents an opportunity to take a significant step towards achieving the town centre masterplan, increasing the density and quality of job opportunities available to the local economy and enhance the efficiency and co-ordination of public sector services.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Various current and future options in relation to buildings within the site were considered, details of which were included as Appendix B to the report.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CORPORATE PRIORITIES FOR 2007 ONWARDS



	06.RD.30


	A06/019
	9
	


RESOLVED:
that:-

(i)
the framework attached to the report be approved as the basis on which priorities are developed and consulted upon; and

(ii)
officers start work on developing detailed priorities for the forthcoming period, starting 2007, in order to help inform the budget preparation and medium term financial plan, and the subsequent consultation, and aim to have proposals ready by the end of the financial year for each of the activity strands detailed in the framework. 

REASONS:

To approve a framework upon which priorities can be developed and consulted upon.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.
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