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KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES FROM THE GROWTH AGENDA

Purpose of Statement  
To set out, as a set of guidelines, the Council’s overall objectives for the growth agenda as a whole, and detail the specific outcomes we are seeking from each major development. 

BROAD OBJECTIVES FROM THE GROWTH AGENDA 

The Council’s objectives from the growth agenda, (and those of the wider partnership of which we are part) is to make the North Northamptonshire area a more attractive, diverse and economically prosperous place in which to live. The growth agenda’s benefits need to be felt by the existing populations as well as new residents and visitors. 

The main focus therefore is on achieving:-

· stronger town centres, with better retail offers and a more diverse leisure, office and housing mix,  retaining more shopping footfall within North Northamptonshire, and to make our town centres more attractive, accessible and diverse places.

· good local road, rail and public transport infrastructure, for easy movement between and within the main urban areas and their rural hinterlands – one “work, rest and play” area – with a significant modal shift from car to other forms of transport. 

· a radically improved mix of employment and local  skills,  and a more diverse economy, supported by improved higher and further education offers which help retain and attract a graduate-calibre workforce.

· Good quality, sustainable and modern housing, which is attractive and affordable.

· Better access to, and an improved quality of, currently underused green space in the area. 

· Respecting the interests of existing communities directly affected by proposals for new development, especially rural conservation villages. 

SPECIFIC GAINS TO BE SOUGHT FROM NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

Each urban extension and major development will bring its own challenges and opportunities. However, as a basic requirement, all such developments  (that is those with more than 400 houses in them) should include:-

1. Appropriate community infrastructure, tailored to each development, which addresses the need for :-

· Junior and secondary schools, with integrated facilities of benefit to the wider community, including leisure, play, childcare and further education offers 

· health service (principally GP surgeries), 

· play, leisure and  open space provision 

· public art and 

· community centre(s) 

2. Local retail and  pub/café provision 

3. Local employment sites or centres 

4. Road, public transport, pedestrian and cycle lane infrastructure which achieve modal shift as well as enable access to town centres, employment areas, rail services and other key facilities (hospitals, major leisure centres etc) 

5. Good quality urban design standards, including  the national “Building for Life” standards; addressing:-

· Character of development (including architectural quality, layout, landscape, sensitive use of building materials) 

· Secured by design standards, which improve natural surveillance, defensible space and community interaction 

· The design of roads, parking provision and pedestrian areas, including design for access by public service vehicles (refuse, emergency services etc)  

· Design and construction standards (including the arrangement of public space, compliance with building regulations, use of new construction techniques,  and flexibility of building design which permit adaptation, conversion etc over time) 

· Environment and community features, such as the ability to access public transport, parks, schools, shops and other community facilities)

· Integrated tenure mix, and an accommodation mix, including provision for working from home. 

6. Achieves a distinctive level of sustainable development which would include:-

· Use of alternative energy supplies (eg wind power, combined heat and power plants)

· Eco-home standards of energy efficiency and insulation 

· Use of alternative forms of water use and water recycling

· Provision for recycling facilities within each home 

· Broadband facilities in every home 

· Construction efficiency, using modern methods of construction, applying manufacturing and process control methods to buildings

7. At least 25% of affordable homes within each development. 
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