BOROUGH OF KETTERING

POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 11th April 2006 

Present:

Councillor L. Henson (Chair), 

Councillors Anderson, Dearing, Don, R. Groome, 

Harrison, Hollobone and Padwick.

Also Present:
Councillor Adams (For Items A2 and A3)




Councillor Richardson (For Item A3)

05.PI.50
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor King, for whom Councillor Padwick was acting as a substitute.

05.PI.51
MINUTES

RESOLVED 
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11th January 2006 be approved and signed by the Chair, subject to the correction of a typographical error in minute 05.PI.41.

05.PI.52
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



The following interests were declared:-

a) Personal

Councillor Anderson declared an interest in Item A4 as the licensee of a Town Centre Public House.

b) Prejudicial

None

c) Declarations of a Party Whip

None

05.PI.53
CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN (A1)
 Members received a report that presented the initial proposals for the Corporate Improvement Plan 2006/07. The report provided an overview of the statutory requirements relating to performance plans, details as to its content and a timetable for its approval.

The Committee was requested to consider the content of the draft and provide feedback on the proposed corporate priorities,   key improvement plans and the three year targets for Best Value and Local Performance Indicators provided as part of the report.

Having considered the report, it was 

RESOLVED


that the Executive be notified that this Committee makes the following comments in respect of the draft Corporate Improvement Plan :-

· Targets for recycling of waste should be realistic and achievable, and not over-ambitious;

· Corporate Priority 6B5 in respect of sickness absence levels should become Priority 6B1 with the rest of the priorities under this head being re-ordered accordingly;

· Consideration should be given by the Executive to further lower the target for sickness absence levels;

· Efforts should be made to increase the outturn in the Council’s performance in respect of BV2b, the duty to promote racial equality;

05.PI.54
REPORT OF THE FAIRTRADE TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A3)


A report was submitted that notified the Committee of the findings and recommendations of the Fairtrade Task and Finish Group. Councillor Richardson, the Chair of the Task and Finish Group was at the meeting, and spoke in support of the submitted report. Councillor Adams was also present at the meeting, and addressed members in respect of the provision of facilitative assistance by the Council for the establishment of a steering group to move the issue forward. She also expressed the desire to see a clear timeline for this issue so that it could progress through the appropriate channels as soon as possible. It was noted that evidence had been provided to the Task and Finish Group by various persons, and it was considered that those persons should be invited to play a full role in the steering group when it was established. 


Members noted that any impact on corporate priorities and resources that might be created in respect of workloads emanating from this issue would need to be referred to the Council’s Executive. Having considered the matter, it was

RESOLVED 
that the Executive be informed that this Committee recommends that:-

i) the Council approves a motion supporting Fairtrade at its meeting to be held on 28th June 2006;

ii) the proposed resolution be used as a promotional tool for Fair-trade matters in the Borough; this should include the establishment of a section on the Council’s website that highlights outlets and organisations who support Fairtrade policies;

iii) the Council acts as a catalyst for the establishment of a steering group consisting of local organisations and individuals within three months of the above resolution being passed, and provides lead support for convening the first meeting of that steering group; and

iv) the members, officers and those providing evidence to the Task and Finish Group be thanked for the work on this matter.

05.PI.55
REPORT OF THE KETTERING TOWN FORUM TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A2)

A report was submitted that detailed the recommendations of the Kettering Town Forum Task and Finish Group. Members noted the processes that the Group had undertaken during its review of the Forum. 

The recommendations of the Group were classified in three ways, namely those that needed further approval by the Executive and the Council, those that could be agreed by this Committee, and those that the Forum could instigate themselves.

When considering the Group’s recommendations in respect of Membership and Voting, members of the Committee expressed concerns about the recommendation that the number of Councillor members of the Forum being reduced to twelve. There were concerns about the proportionality of representation, particularly where wards were represented by members from more than one political party. Additionally members noted that the forthcoming Ward Boundary Review would have an impact on the existing numbers of Councillor representatives. Members also considered that any reduction in the number of Councillor representatives might have an adverse effect on workloads, bearing in mind that the Town area was not parished, and therefore there was no additional layer of representation, as provided for the other Forums by Town/Parish Councillors. Members also expressed concern about non-elected representatives to the Forum being granted voting rights. 

Members also discussed public participation and agendas, and considered that it would be useful to look at the practice of the other geographic forums in respect of these issues. It was also considered that the processes used in respect of public participation at the former State of the Borough meetings were felt to be good practice, and should be considered for use at Town Forum meetings.

In view of the above, those recommendations that needed to be agreed by this Committee were not considered at this stage, in particular the experiment with webcasting of meetings. It was noted that a number of the recommendations could be implemented by the Forum itself, if it chose to do so.

Bearing in mind the above, it was


RESOLVED

that :-

i) the Kettering Town Forum Task and Finish Group be requested to re-consider its recommendations bearing in mind the comments as detailed above; and

ii) a further report on this matter be submitted to the meeting of this Committee to be held in September 2006.

05.PI.56
VERBAL UPDATE ON PEDESTRIANISATION (A4)

Members received a verbal update in respect of the implementation of Pedestrianisation in Kettering Town Centre which was proving to be successful both in terms of operation and enforcement. Members were also appraised of the current situation in respect of progress regarding the decriminalisation of parking. It was noted that a report had been considered by the County Council’s Cabinet on 10th April 2006, although details of the outcome were not yet available.

05.PI.57
WORK PROGRAMME (A5)

Members received the Committee’s current Work Programme, and updates on recent Task and Finish Group meetings. Details of the situation in respect of outstanding items were provided. 

In view of the likely duplication of work with the County Council, it was agreed to remove the item concerning the provision of NHS Dental Services from the Work programme.

With regard to the Task and Finish Groups, it was noted that the first meeting of the Constitutional Review Group had now been arranged, and details were provided of the issues that it would be considering. It was reported that there were still outstanding member appointments to be made to the Older Citizens Perspective Group. It was also noted that the recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England were due to be published in May 2006, and therefore the Task and Finish group in respect of that matter remained suspended until if or when there was a need for it to meet. It was noted that the work of the Fairtrade Group was now complete.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8 .53pm)

Signed_____________________________

Chair
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