Date of Publication: 23rd June 2006

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	21st June 2006
	From 7.00 pm to 8.02 pm


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Ursula Jones
	Environment and Resources


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor James Burton
	Housing

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Economic

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Alison Wiley
	Leisure and Community


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Whyte and Tebbutt


	No members of the public were present at the meeting


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	None
	


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OFFICERS):

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 30th June 2006 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	IMPROVING BUS SERVICES – RECOMMENDATION FROM MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE


	06.RD.07


	A06/005
	5
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Michael Tebbutt



RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
it be noted that a further report will be presented to a future meeting of the Monitoring and Audit Committee on the future development of KATS and related services to assist people accessing key community facilities; and


(ii)
the Executive supports the work and findings of the Monitoring and Audit Committee and endorses the following list, but accepts it as a preferential order rather than a priority order:-

· Service re-routing past the railway station
· KATS and other voluntary bus services
· Sunday bus services in Kettering
· 7.00 pm to 12 midnight bus services in Kettering
· Enhancements to the Bedford and Desborough and Rothwell Sunday services
REASONS

Aspirations need to be built into future discussions with developers and included within the infrastructure requirements for the growth agenda, as well as inform discussions with the County Council about enhancements.

By listing the options as preferences rather than priorities enables consideration of schemes with potential funders.

To take into account the conclusions reached by the Monitoring and Audit Committee regarding service improvements most needed to bus services in the Borough.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

To approve the list at resolution (ii) above as a priority order.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME



	06.RD.08


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th June to 31st October 2006 be noted.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ASSET MANAGEMENT – GARAGE SITES



	06.RD.09


	A05/039
	8
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor David Whyte



Councillor Michael Tebbutt


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the views expressed during the consultation exercise be noted;


(ii)
the preferred option be  confirmed for each garage site as follows:-



Peaselands – transfer to Orbit Housing Association for the development of affordable homes



Sussex Road – transfer to Orbit Housing Association for the development of affordable homes


(iii)
implementation of the preferred options be progressed.

REASONS

It was clear that both garage sites, in their current condition, had a requirement for major investment. The scale of the investment was uneconomic in relation to the likely rental income and therefore alternative viable used for each site needed to be found.

The preferred options for the sites had significant benefits for the Council and the communities in which they were situated:-

· they offered the opportunity to develop exemplar sustainable communities projects, which would show how brownfield sites could be transformed to provide a high quality townscape and meet community objectives

· they would provide new affordable homes to which the Council would have 100% nomination rights

· they would expand opportunities for first-time homebuyers in areas of high demand

· they would achieve excellent levels of energy efficiency, therefore tackling fuel poverty and social exclusion

· they provided excellent value for money for the Council and minimised the call on the Council Tax payer to fund repairs

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	NEXT STEPS FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



	06.RD.10


	A05/008
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that the proposals outlined in the report be implemented at the earliest opportunity.

REASONS

The proposals would help to

· deliver the Local Development Framework

· cope with the development control pressure, especially the major large applications due in for urban extensions

· be pro-active in achieving good design and sustainability outcomes

· be pro-active on enforcement and conservation issues

· improve the customer focus and responsiveness of the unit

Next Steps for Development Services is needed in order to deliver key elements of the Council's priorities.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL AREA BUSINESS GROWTH INCENTIVE FUND (LABGI)



	06.RD.11


	A05/043
	10
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor David Whyte


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the terms of reference for the fund (as outlined in Section 3.2 of the report) be endorsed and referred to Council for approval


(ii)
the fund be referred to as the "Economic Development and Regeneration Fund".

REASONS

The LABGI fund will potentially assist the Council make progress in relation to a number of policies (including the Economic Development Strategy, Town Centre Master Plan, Asset Management Plan).

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) (VARIATION) ORDER 2006 IN RESPECT OF SCHEDULE 12A TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972



	06.RD.12


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involves items of business which include the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Paragraphs 1-7 of the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 in respect of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. 

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY



	06.RD.13


	A06/009
	11
	


RESOLVED:

that the property be purchased at the negotiated price outlined in the report.

REASONS

The purchase is consistent with the Town Centre regeneration plan.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOBBYING AND POLICY ISSUES



	06.RD.14


	A06/010
	12
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the Executive Committee give its full support to officers' efforts to ensure a fair outcome for the authority and its council tax payers; 


(ii)
the Executive Committee authorise officers to take whatever actions they feel necessary to defend the Council's legal and financial position with regards to this issue; and


(iii)
officers be thanked for their work in connection with this matter.

REASONS

The Council believes it has an obligation to Council Tax Payers to provide a local service that covers the cost of delivery and is not a financial burden.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.
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