B O R O U G H    OF    K E T T E R I N G

LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP EXECUTIVE BOARD

Meeting held: 21st March 2006

Present:
Councillor Terry Freer (Kettering Borough Council) (Chair)


Hugh Fenton (Environment Panel)


Councillor Eileen Hales (Northamptonshire County Council


    and Kettering Borough Council)


Councillor Bill Parker (Northamptonshire County Council)


Kirstine Storey (Northamptonshire Chamber)


John Hughes (Heartlands PCT)


Jan Balzanella (Kettering Voluntary Network)


Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive - Kettering


    Borough Council)

Also Present: 
Graham Daly (Head of Community Safety - 


    Northamptonshire Police)


Lynn Chapman (Kettering Borough Council/Heartlands PCT


Russ Howell (Kettering Borough Council)


Claire Bonnie (Kettering Borough Council)


David Allen (Kettering Borough Council)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

05.LSPE.40
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Rory Borealis (Northamptonshire County Council), Councillor Roy Mayhew (Northamptonshire County Council), Chief Supt Dean Smith (Northamptonshire Police), David Freeth (Citizens Advice Bureau), Councillor M Evans and Councillor David Whyte (Kettering Borough Council).


It was noted that Councillor Hales was acting as a substitute for Councillor Whyte.
05.LSPE.41
MINUTES


RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th December 2005 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

05.LSPE.42
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

05.LSPE.29 - St. Andrew’s Social Capital Survey

The Board was advised that the first survey had produced an 18% return and had now been re-run with an 84% return.  It was noted that 150 questionnaires had been sent out.  

It was reported that it was hoped to report back at the end of May or the beginning of June and that a local event would be held.

05.LSPE.31 - Local Area Agreement (LAA)

It was noted that a meeting of the shadow board was due to take place on 22nd March 2006.  All documents had now been submitted.

It was reported that Northamptonshire County Council was restructuring its scrutiny arrangements to take account of the four LAA blocks.

Hugh Fenton asked about progress with re-configuring the panels to reflect LAA objectives. 

AGREED
that the configuration of the panels within Kettering LSP, and their fit with the LAA  block structure, be examined at the forthcoming panel chairs' meeting on 20th April.

05.LSPE.32: Growth Agenda


It was noted that the sustainability appraisal had been circulated and was available on the website.


It was also reported that the Joint Planning Unit were currently working on designing out crime across North Northamptonshire in partnership with the Police.  It was noted that David Lancaster would be working on this project.


05.LSPE.33: Delivery Vehicle


It was noted that a meeting of the nominating group was due to be held on 23rd March.  Sir Patrick Walker was being proposed as co-chair of the new body, and chairman of the Board, and the name of the Company would be "North Northamptonshire Development Company".


05.LSPE.35: Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership


It was noted that this was due to be discussed shortly.


05.LSPE.36: Parking Issues


It was reported that a number of meetings had been held.  It was now likely to be early 2007 before decriminalised parking was introduced in Kettering Borough, at the earliest. 

05.LSPE.43
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Terry Freer declared a personal interest in items 8 and 10 on the agenda as a director of Heartlands Primary Care Trust.

05.LSPE.44
COUNTY ALCOHOL CRIME REDUCTION ACTION PLAN AND ALCOHOL HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY


A report was submitted which informed the Board of the partnership activity to reduce the impact of alcohol related crime and disorder and to support the actions within the County Alcohol Crime Reduction Action Plan and Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy.


The aims of the Action Plan and examples of police and partnership activity on the Northern Policing Area were outlined.


It was noted that the Pubwatch scheme had been revitalised since the introduction of the Licensing Act and all town centre licensed premises were now required, as a condition of the licence, to be a member of Pubwatch.


Discussion was held on the following issues:-

· Licensing of doormen and private security guards

· Increasing the number of alcohol-free zones

· Night-buses and the use of 8-seater minibuses

· Possible subsidies for minibuses

· Anti-social behaviour in Grafton Street Park in St Andrew's Ward

AGREED
that:-


(i)
the Compass Unit be reminded of the work of the Kettering Town Centre Taskforce, as there was no mention in the report of this group; and


(ii)
the anti-social behaviour in Grafton Street Park be referred to local police officers

05.LSPE.45
DECRIMINALISED PARKING


As Keith Parrot was not in attendance at the meeting it was

AGREED

that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Board.

05.LSPE.46
KEEP HEALTHY@KETTERING


An update was given on the above project and future actions were outlined.  It was noted that it was not possible at this stage to give an indicative budget although it was recognised that approximately £82,000 would be needed to continue existing services.  Running costs per annum averaged £220,000, although these costs included volunteer time, free use of premises and capital for projects.


Discussion was held on the possibility of bringing in new services to cover the A6 towns and rural areas.  However, it was noted that there might be restrictions on any additional funding obtained.  There was also the opportunity to look at lottery-run projects in A6 towns.


Concern was expressed that further funding would need to be in place by January 2007 when the existing funding from the lottery ran out.


It was noted that time could be prioritised for the jointly funded post and the County Council Regeneration Officer to put together an initial bid to the Big Lottery Fund.  The initial bid would need to consist of an outline proposal, which, if approved, could be developed into a full bid within six months.  It was also noted that the outcome of the full bid would be known within four months of submission.


John Hughes of Heartlands PCT reported that from the public health perspective the PCT was keen to begin the bidding process immediately.  Feedback had been received that the scheme was working well and should be supported.


During further discussion it was felt that all partners should give full support to the bid and that the officers should be allocated the time to work up the bid as a matter of urgency.  It was noted that an accountable body would be required to submit the bid.  Kettering Borough Council was currently the accountable body.

AGREED
that:-


(i)
The Local Strategic Partnership Executive Board recommend that the Borough Council continues to be the accountable body for the KeepHealthy@Kettering Partnership and that an item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Executive Committee; and


(ii)
A further report is brought to the next meeting of the Board.

05.LSPE.47
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY


A report was submitted which updated the Board of the recent adoption of the Kettering Economic Development Strategy.


Discussion was held on the use of the area profiles work in formulating the Strategy, the qualification levels in Kettering Borough and how information had been collated.  It was noted that there had been problems in collecting data and that this had become a target in itself.  


It was considered that when all Economic Development Agencies had amalgamated, there would be an opportunity to bring all strategies and plans together.  However, the Kettering Economic Development Strategy did represent an opportunity to make sure all regional and sub-regional economic strategies worked better for Kettering on a local level. 


Further debate was held on the need to work closely with schools, colleges and universities in the area.  It was noted that Nick Pyke (Curriculum Co-ordinator - EBLO) was currently working with 14-year olds on practical training.  A site for this training was currently being sought.


It was reported that a Careers Fair was due to be held at Wicksteed Park on Friday, 28th April 2006.   A large number of companies and employers would be represented at this event.

AGREED
that the contents of the Kettering Economic Development Strategy be noted.

05.LSPE.48
COMMUNITY PLAN TARGETS 2005-2008

A report was submitted which updated members of the Board on Community Plan target progress since December 2005.

It was noted that an Older Persons Task and Finish Group was in the process of being set up.

Discussion was held on the targets contained within the report.

AGREED

that a draft of the Fuel Poverty Strategy be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Executive Board.

05.LSPE.49
CHOOSING HEALTH


A verbal update was given on the above.


The following main areas where funding was to be deployed were noted, based on statutory and local issues:-

· Genital/Urinary Infections

· Chlamydia screening

· Teenage pregnancy

· Obesity and Exercise

· Health Trainers

05.LSPE.50
NATIONAL EVALUATION OF LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS: FORMATIVE EVALUATION AND ACTION RESERCH PROGRAMME 2002-2005


An executive summary of the above report was submitted for information.

05.LSPE.51
PARTNER NEWSROUND AND UPDATE


Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership


It was noted that it had been agreed that £30,000 would be awarded towards the St Andrews initiative for the next 12 months, which, together with contributions directly from NCC and KBC, made the project viable for the next year. .


A "KleenSweep" initiative was being developed by the Borough Council in conjunction with partners to engage with the local community, to deal on a rolling basis, with persistent street scene, environmental and community safety issues in all parts of the Borough over time. 


Primary Care Trust


The consultation period had now ended.  It was noted that Jo Kiely was now working on GP commissioning, which was a main feature of a patient-led NHS.  The Strategic Health Authority was not now making a decision regarding Northamptonshire and an independent body had been appointed to assess the options.  An official decision was due to be published mid-May 2006.

AGREED

that Jo Kiely be thanked for her past work for the Local Strategic Partnership.

Environment Panel

The Chair reported that the wind farm at Burton Latimer was shortly to be officially opened.

Enterprise Kettering

It was reported that Northamptonshire Chamber had submitted a bid for 2007 onwards in relation to the Business Link Contract.  The Chamber was one of four bidders in the last stage of the process.  A presentation, was due to be made on Friday 23rd March and the hearing would be held on 31st March covering the whole of the East Midlands.

05.LSPE.51
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Neighbourhood Renewal

· KeepHealthy@Kettering

· Fuel Poverty Strategy

05.LSPE.52
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting would be held on 20th June 2006.

(The meeting started at 9.30 am and ended at 11.45 am)

Signed ......................................................

Chair
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(LSP Executive No. 1)
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