CHAIR’S PANEL 09.15am on 8th JUNE 2006

Present:
Cllr. Mrs S Lynch


Cllr Ms C Smith-Haynes

P. Chaplin, Development Control Manager

1.
KET/2005/1101 -
Full Application:




Non-compliance with Condition 5 of KE/81/0805: which states first floor windows in the south elevation shall be maintained in obscured glazing




15 Church Lane, Dingley
The Panel were shown the plans and photos from the file and third party comments.  

Information from the Officer’s Report was conveyed to the Panel, i.e. that this was a request to allow south facing windows to remain plain – the applicant had agreed to obscure glaze north facing windows.  Photographs showing the neighbour’s property to the south – and the existing boundary treatment/planting screen which was within the application site were examined.  The letter of objection was read.

The Panel said that the decision was to be referred to Committee

2. KET/2006/0012 – 
Full Application:




Two storey residential extension




4 Newstead Court, Kettering

The Panel were shown the plans and photos from the file and third party comments.  Information from the Officer’s Report was conveyed to the Panel, i.e. the nature and form of the proposed extension.  The comments from the neighbours were read by the Panel.

The Panel said that the decision could be delegated to officers

3.
KET/2006/0381 -
Full Application:




New office extension to existing office building




10 Headlands, Kettering
The Panel were shown the plans and photos from the file.  The information on the proposal and the issues raised were outlined.  Design changes since earlier refused schemes were explained.  The earlier schemes were the subject of an appeal.

The earlier refused schemes, had been before Committee and the Panel said that this application should be referred to Committee
4.
KET/2006/0208  -
Full Application:



Demolition of existing house and outbuilding, erection of 11 no. town houses and 8 no. flats, new access, parking and bin storage




46 Kettering Road, Rothwell
This application has raised objections from third parties and under the current scheme of delegation, if the recommendation were to refuse planning permission, there would seem to be no reason why the application could not be made by Officers.  However, the Officer explained the application to the Panel given that Members had previously seen an earlier scheme relating to the site, see below.

The Panel were shown the plans and photos of the site, and other details from the file.  The proposal was explained, i.e. that this was a proposal that included erection of 11 no. town houses, and 8 no. flats.  Panel Members were aware of the planning history, including an approved scheme ref: KET/2005/0074 for 5 no. dwellings, and the debate at Committee was recalled by one Councillor.  

The issues were identified, including the principle of residential development (this had been accepted by virtue of the earlier approval).  However, density was approximately twice that recommended by the Structure Plan and in excess of Draft PPS 3.  The layout and form were not in accordance with the discussions/negotiation that had led to an earlier application for 5 no. dwellings which itself had followed an “informal draft brief” for the site being approved.

The potential loss of the dwelling on site was identified.  The Officer said that it now seemed appropriate to seek an Article 4 Direction in regard to the existing house.  The proposed design was car park dominated and the size of units included some very small rooms.  Highway matters required amendments but these had not been pursued, given the overriding planning concerns.

The Panel agreed that the application could be delegated to officers if the Officers were to recommend refusal on the basis of the planning objections.  If the Officers were minded to support the application, then it would need to be referred to Committee  
The meeting closed at 10.30 am
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