B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEEE

Meeting held: 10th October 2005

Present:
Councillor Lloyd Bunday Chair)


Councillors Eileen Hales and Mary Malin 

Also Present:
Russ Howell (Environmental Health)


Gary Duthie (Legal Services)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

05.LIC.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

*05.LIC.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES - REQUEST FOR INCREASE (A1)


A report was submitted which sought the Committee's decision on a request for an increase in the hackney carriage tariff received from Kettering Taxi and Private Hire Association as the representative body for the hackey carriage and private hire trade within the Borough.


It was noted that the last increase was agreed by the Regulatory Committee (Licensing Matters) on 21st October 2002.


Members were advised that the application for the increase had been advertised in the Evening Telegraph.  Responses to the consultation were noted.  The Kettering Taxi and Private Hire Association submitted an additional document for consideration by the Committee.


The committee adjourned and retired to a separate location for 15 minutes to consider the additional document.  The committee reconvened at 7.25 pm.


Nine members of the public addressed the committee on the recommendations for increases in tariff.


In considering the responses by objectors, and the representations made at the meeting, the Committee expressed concern that an increase in tariff had not been sought for the last three years.  


It was noted that the proposed tariff was a maximum and that operators could offer a discount on the maximum rates.


Taxi drivers and members of the public were thanked for their input into the meeting.

RESOLVED
 that:-


(i)
the tariff be increased as follows:-

	
Tariff 1
Mileage:

If the distance does not exceed half of one mile:-


for the whole distance
	Fare

£2.20

	
If the distance exceeds half of one mile:-


for the first half of one mile of the distance



for each subsequent tenth of a mile or uncompleted part thereof
	£2.20

£0.20

	
Waiting Time:-


For each period of 40 seconds
	£0.20

	Extra Charges


	

	Tarrif 2
For hirings begun after 6am on a Sunday
	+ 25% of the above charges

	Tarrif 3
For hirings begun between 11pm and 6am except on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day


For hirings on Bank Holidays other than Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day



For journeys carrying more than 4 people, providing they are licensed accordingly

	+ 50% of the above rates

	Tarrif 4
For hirings begun 6pm on Christmas Eve to 6am the day following Boxing Day and 6pm on New year’s Eve to 6am the day following New Year’s Day
	+ 100% over the above rate

	
ONLY ONE OF THE ABOVE EXTRA CHARGES PERMISSIBLE AT ANY TIME


	

	Soiling charge (may be charged in addition to the above extra charges)


	£40.00 (subject to extra tariff charges)



(ii)
the Committee recommends that an increase in the maximum tariff be considered annually; and


(iii)
no advertising of discounts be allowed on the outside of vehicles.

*05.LIC.
VEHICLE SPECIFICATION FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGES  (A2)


A report was submitted which sought the Committee's approval to amend the specification for hackney carriages.


It was noted that the specification had been brought before the Committee on two previous occasions, but that it had subsequently been found that only two purpose build taxis met the requirement relating to EU Whole Vehicle Type Approval.  This condition meant that other purpose built vehicles, which only had UK Low Vaolume type Approval, but were suitable in all other respects, were prevented from being licensed.


The Kettering Taxi and Private Hire Association had been consulted on the matter.


A letter containing a suggested amendment to the recommendation was circulated.  


Four members of the public addressed the Committee in respect of the proposals.

RESOLVED
that the specification for hackney carriages be amended as follows:-

That Hackney Carriages will:

 

a. At first licence be no more than four years old from date of first registration;

 

b. unless the vehicle passes the exceptional vehicle standard, cease to be licensed at a date 10 years from the date of first registration;

 

c. be wheelchair accessible from the side. Wheelchair accessibility from the rear will not be accepted. 

d. be purpose built taxis having manufacturer installed permanent "taxi" roof light and wheelchair restraints built into a bulkhead, separating the rear passenger compartment from the drivers/front compartment, with two or three drop-down rear-facing seats attached thereto

 

e. have EU Whole Vehicle Type Approval or UK Low Volume Type Approval in its final format

e. Where a vehicle meets the requirements of paragraphs a – e it will be considered for licensing as a hackney carriage. However the Head of Environmental Health may refuse any such vehicle where he considers it to be unsuitable for the purpose on the grounds of condition, design or any other reason.

(*The sub-committee exercised its delegated powers to act in the matters marked *)

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.50 pm)

Signed .......................................................

Chair

AI

Licensing Sub No. 1
3.10.05


