B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETING

Meeting held: 19th January 2006

Present:
Councillor Freer (Chair)


Councillors Adams, Bayes, Burton, Civil, Corazzo, Don, Gordon, Hales, Jones, Lamb, Malin, Scrimshaw, Tod and Wiley


Cllr Gordon Shorley – Ashley Parish Council


Cllr Bill Hiscock - Grafton Underwood Parish Council


Cllr Arthur Michelson (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Cllr Margaret Michelson (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Cllr Russell Roberts (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Paul Ansell (Kettering Civic Society)


Richard Tod (Resident)


Victoria Brook (Volunteer Action Northampton)


Sue Watts (Age Concern)


Nick Pyke (Curriculum Co-ordinator - EBLO)


Robert Emery (Tresham Institute)


David Watkins (Kettering Area Sunda Football League)


Margaret Gwynne (Montagu School)


Mick Scrimshaw (Shopmobility)


Moira Brown (Tenants' Forum)


Barry Woodcock (Tenants' Forum)


Clive Jekyll (Drug and Alcohol Action Team)


Brian Wilcock (Resident)

05.BUDG.1
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Harker, Parker and Mayhew (Northamptonshire County Council), Pote, King, C Groome, Hollobone and Hakewill (Kettering Borough Council), John Sweeney (Environment Agency), Rev Derek Read, Paul Gosling (Northamptonshire Police), R Makins (Friends of Art Gallery and Museum), and Ruth Tiney (Braybrooke Parish Council)

05.BUDG.2
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION


Councillor Freer welcomed all members of parish councils, local organisations and members of the public to the meeting and introduced councillors and officers.


It was noted that letters had been received from Peter Quincey in relation to the Kettering Area Transport Scheme and voluntary sector funding and that a response to these letters would be sent separately.

05.BUDG.3
PRESENTATION


A presentation on the Council’s budget proposals for 2005/06 was given.  Following the presentation a question and answer session ensued.  The following is a summary of questions asked and answers given.


Margaret Gwynne (Montagu School)

Q
How does the County Council budget impact upon the Kettering Borough Council budget

A
The budgets are not related and the budget-making process is entirely separate to that of Kettering Borough Council.  The Kettering Borough Council budget is affected by the County Council budget in areas where the two Councils work together.  However, Kettering Borough Council has no influence over what the County Council might do.  The Leader of Kettering Borough Council is due to meet with the Leader of the County Council to discuss issues relating to the budget, amongst other issues.

Q
Is the Crime and Disorder Strategy affected?



The Police, the County Council and the Borough Council work in partnership, but this is mostly funded by the Home Office.  There are areas of the County Council budget that the Borough has an interest in.  Local Area Agreements are about agencies aligning budgets to focus on priorities.

Q
The Crime and Disorder Strategy highlights Youth Services as an area for support.  There are local concerns as expressed b the Anti-Social Behaviour Network Group about what will happen if young people are not served by Youth Services.  The Youth Service is a lifeline for young people who may have challenging problems which are not covered by Social Services.  When funding for the Youth Service ends, there will be fallout for Kettering Borough Council for the town centre, schools and community areas.  There will be a serious rise in anti-social behaviour and juvenile nuisance.  The Borough Council is asked to take these concerns to the County Council.

A
The Borough Council will take on board these comments when meeting with the County Council.  However, the details of the County Council budget are not yet known.  Officers will also take up the concerns when discussing anti-social behaviour projects for next year.

Councillor Alex Gordon

Q
When will events at the County Council be discussed?

A
A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday, 24th January 2006 and a range of items have been placed on the agenda.

Q
Will the budget be the subject of scrutiny by Kettering Borough Council?  Why are the County Council not holding budget meetings around the County?

A
Kettering Borough Council will take on board the points raised, but the County Council budget is a matter for the County Council.  It is not possible for Kettering Borough Council to scrutinise a £629 m budget.  People are encourage to attend scrutiny meetings held by the County Council to voice their opinions

Richard Tod

Q
There will be a social cost of the closure of the Youth Centre.  This should be taken into consideration by the Borough Council as it has an impact on the Borough.  There should be a risk assessment of the decision made by the County Council.  Scrutiny is important to ensure that the Crime and Disorder Strategy can deliver its commitments.

A
The Monitoring and Audit Committee of Kettering Borough Council will be looking at Kettering Borough Council issues in relation to Youth Services.

Councillor Eileen Hales

Q
There will be some re-alignment of budgets to coincide with Local Area Agreements.  Will there be any clear indication of what Kettering Borough Council will be looking at in relation to Children's Services?  Are there any legal problems around the pooling of resources?  

A
If Local Area Agreements go ahead there are several areas that have been identified where budgets could be realigned, but there is still a long way to go.  Kettering Borough Council is in discussions with the County Council about what to include in Local Area Agreements. More information will be available in February.

Nick Pyke (Curriculum Co-ordinator - EBLO)
Q
There are plans to develop Kettering-wide vocational education for 14-16 year olds to teach young people the basics of construction skills.  Given the growth area agenda would Kettering Borough Council be involved in this?  There is a big skills gap already in this area.

A
The Council would be happy to talk about this issue, which has already been discussed by the Joint Planning Unit at Local Strategic Partnership Board meetings. North Northants Together and Catalyst Corby will shortly merge and this would be a useful scheme to put to the new Board.  This issue is very important.

Mick Scrimshaw (Shopmobility)

Q
Shopmobility has been awarded a capital grant of £15k as part of the scheme to pedestrianise Kettering town centre.  Before Kettering Borough Council's budget is finalised, would be Borough Council give consideration to changing the basis of the grant to £7.5k for capital equipment and increase the revenue grant from £18k to £20k over the next two years?  This would then enable Shopmobility to consider a budget for the next two years.

A
This should be discussed with officers and the portfolio holder.

Q
Is the £10k for Grange place improvements still available?

A
This sum will be spent this financial year or  roll over to next year.  It is hoped that work will commence in the next two to three weeks.

Bill Hiscock (Grafton Underwood Parish Council)

Q
There are still problems in Grafton Underwood with fly tipping.  The official tip is not user-friendly.  Would Kettering Borough Council look into the position with the official tip?

A
It is understood from the County Council that they are aware of the difficulties with the Northfield Avenue tip and they have recently changed the regulations.  Talks are underway about relocating the tip as the current site is too small.  A new Civic Amenity Tip would have more space, be better located in the town.  These comments will be taken on board.

Councillors, representatives of local organisations and members of the public were thanked for their attendance.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.55  pm)
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