KETTERING BOROUGH TENANTS FORUM

Meeting held – 9th February 2006

Present:
Councillors: Burton (Chair), Corazzo, P Evans and J Henson




Tenant Representatives

Polly Becks – Counties T&R

Brian Kimpton – Counties T&R

Moira Brown – Highfields TRA

Stephen Panther – Sackville Street

Brian Eldridge – Thorngate Street

Ron Ainsworth – Desborough

Douglas Walker – Desborough

Adrian Ward

Tony Palmer – Windsor Gardens

Yvonne Macdonald – Windsor Gardens

Vi Dillon – Windsor Gardens

Josephine Copson – Alfred Street

Roger Baker – Loddington

Tom Oughton – Yeomans Court

Barbara Fox – Yeomans Court

Also Present




John Conway (Head of Housing)




Anne Coulson (Housing)

Leona Mantle (Housing)

Mara Lloyd – (Environmental Health)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

 05.TF.83
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Pote, Dorothy Guilford, Susan Milne and Mark Gudyer.

05.TF.84
DECLERATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Burton declared an interest as the Portfolio Holder for Housing.

05.TF.85
ELIGIBLE VOTERS

Tenants Representatives eligible to vote were identified as Ron Ainsworth, Roger Baker, Moira Brown, Josephine Copson, Vi Dillon, Brian Eldridge, Barbara Fox, Brian Kimpton, Tony Palmer, and Stephen Panther.

05.TF.86
MINUTES

AGREED
that the minutes of the Forum held on Thursday 12th January 2006 be approved and signed as a correct record of the Chair.

05.TF.87
MATTERS RAISED

Feedback on Shared Ownership Event Held by Kettering Borough Council

It was reported that the next event would be held on 21st February from 3.00pm to 7.00pm at the Grange Estate, Desborough.

Matters Raised by Tenants Representatives

It was reported that quotes had been received from Atkins regarding the parking bays at Poplar Road, Kettering.  It was noted that it would be too expensive to remove the whole grassed area so another less expensive scheme was being prepared.

Our Agenda for 2006

Concerns were expressed at the previous meeting regarding rough sleepers.  It was reported that quarterly walkabouts would now be carried out and the results would be reported back to the forum.

05.TF.88
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS FORUM REPS


 
An update on progress in dealing with items that had been raised by representatives was circulated at the meeting.

It was reported that the new supported Housing Manager would be conducting a feasibility study on the issue of an overnight stay flat for visitors at Windsor Gardens.

The issue of digital aerials was raised again and it was reported that companies had been contacted for detailed quotes to carry out the work.

05.TF.89 
RECYCLING

Mara Lloyd attended the meeting to give a presentation to tenants regarding the new recycling scheme.  It was reported that phase three was now being introduced and was running smoothly.

Tenants were asked to contact Mara Lloyd on (01536) 532448 if they had any problems with the service or any suggestions for improvements.

 

05.TF.90
UPDATE ON FOCUS GROUPS

It was reported that the editorial focus group had not met since the last meeting, but another issue of Connect was due to be published mid March.

A draft constitution for Tenants and Residents Groups recognised by Kettering Borough Council was circulated to Tenants who were asked to forward any comments to the Tenants Participation Officer before the next Tenants Forum.

05.TF.91
SERVICE PLAN

The Head of Housing gave a presentation on Our Agenda for 2006/07, which included: -

· Our Service Plan

· Themes for 2006/2007

· Decent Homes in Good Repair

· Safe and Secure Neighbourhoods

· Clean and Tidy Estates

· Better Options for Homeless People

· Supporting Older People

· Effective and Efficient Housing Services

A document was also circulated to tenants outlining all the priorities for each heading.

05.TF.92
TRAINING REMINDER

Tenants were reminded that there would be Equal Opportunities training available for voting Tenant Representatives being held on 15th February 2006, and Committee Skills Training for all tenants representatives being held on 9th March 2006 immediately before the Tenants Forum.

It was noted that the Equal Opportunities course would be open to non-voting Tenant Representatives if all the places available were not filled.

05.TF.93
FEEDBACK FROM TPAS TRAINING

Moira Brown and Tony Palmer gave an update to the tenants on the courses attended and it was noted that packs on each of the courses and topics were available form the Tenant Participation Officer.

05.TF.94
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

· Fire Officer

· Presentation on Schemes at Peaslands, Desborough and Sussex Road, Kettering

05.TF.95
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tenants Monitoring Group

It was reported that the Tenancy Services Manager and the Housing Strategy Officer were working on resurrecting the Tenants Monitoring Group and that it would be added on to the Service Plan.

05.TF.96
PRIZE DRAW FOR TENANTS REPRESENTATIVES
 
It was noted that Douglas Walker had won the prize draw.

05.TF.97
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was noted that the next Forum meeting would be held on Thursday 9th March 2006. 

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.55pm)
 
Signed ______________________________

(Chair)
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